PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 17, 2017
ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30 am, using a gavel from past
president, Patti Womble.

Kathleen Reynolds introduced Claudette Cooper, president of Garland County Master
Gardeners, who presented a program entitled,” Tool Talk”.

Kathy introduced the 2018 Pulaski County Master Gardener Board, and also thanked out going
board members, Marylea Gazette, Vicky Kessel, Ann Filiatreau, Cathy Mayton, for their service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Joellen Beard announced that there are 124 days until the state convention, and things are well
on track. Registration will be open on February 1*.Volunteers will receive a different
registration form, There will be many items for sale at the convention. Joellen brought a
tumbler as an example. There will be two pre-conference tours offered. One will include a trip
to P. Allen Smith’s Moss Mountain Farm and Pinnacle Mountain State Park, and the other will
tour the Pulaski Tech Culinary institute, with a mystery basket cooking demo, funch with a
speaker on nutrition, a canning demonstration, and a trip to River Valley Horticulture.

Katherine Friday announced a “Save the Date” for a social event to be held on Saturday, March
25", It will be a tour of Chris Olson’s home, Edgemont House, in North Little Rock, from 1-3pm.
Details are to follow.

Kathy reminded everyone to log in their hours as soon as they are acquired. That should
eliminate the confusion at the end of the year. Kathy recognized Mary Helen Henry and
Marylea Gazette for their tireless dedication as the record keepers. This is especially important
as the cut-off date for reporting hours may be changed to December 15 instead of December
29 for 2017.

A new addition to the monthly meeting was, “Ramblings with Randy”, an update from our
county agent. He stressed the importance in attending the monthly meetings, and encouraged
more MGs to volunteer for the Arkansas Flower and Garden Show. He introduced the new
online training that is happening on the state level. it will begin in January of 2018, and will
replace the Saturday training that has been happening over the past several years. Pulaski
County will continue to have in-person training classes, but if Pulaski County people opt for
online training, then mentors will become especially important to make the new trainees feel



they are a part of our group. Smaller counties may participate in interactive Zoom computer
class.

Kathy asked if the new sign-in spot seem to work well for everyone, and encouraged everyone
to pay their dues. She related the number of hours that PCMGs had contributed in 2016. 20,882
project hours corresponding to $550,000. Education hours totaled 13,276.

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Young, acting secretary



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 21, 2017
ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30.

Kathy recognized our 2016 president, Patti Womble. Patti was presented with
an engraved spade recognizing her time as PCMG President.

Kathleen Reynolds introduced our speaker, Dr. James Robbins. Dr. Robbins is a
specialist on commercial ornamentals and plant propagation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you want to order the tree charm being offered by PCMGs, please download
the form (sent to all PCMGers by Katie), and mail it in. The charms may be
picked up at the State Convention. All proceeds from the sales go to PCMGs if
ordered before State Convention. After that, proceeds will go to the state

program,

Please continue reporting your hours on-line. It works best if you report your
hours as you work. If you have questions, please get in touch with Mary Helen
Henry, the Record Keeping chairman.

Joellen Beard gave a report on the upcoming State Convention. She invited
people to participate in “Sharing DIRT (Details, Information, Recollections and
Tales).” This is an audio recording being done by Central Arkansas Library
System at the Butler Center, May 21%, from 1:30 to 4:30.

Chris Olsen has opened his new home, Edgemont, 257 Skyline Drive, North Little
Rock, for an afternoon tea. It will be March 25, 1:00 - 3:00, and the cost is
$20. You will need to make a reservation.



Ramblings from Randy — Randy Forst, PC Extension Agent, gave an overview of
what we should or should not be doing in our gardens now. Some topics he
touched on were pruning roses, crepe myrtle scale, crepe “murder,” and he
recognized the work of the MGs at Baptist Rehab. He aiso introduced his
newest lamb, Adela.

If you need a new photo for the directory, please see Paul Nolte after the
meeting. He will be in the lobby.

It is time to pay your dues. You may pay your dues and pick up your 2017 MG
card in the lobby. You can also mail a check to Sharon Gragg, Assistant
Treasurer, 107 Bouriese Circle, Maumelle, AR 72113. Remember, some
businesses will give you a discount when you show your MG card.

Busy Bee Awards were then presented to those who had worked an excess of 40
hours on their project. Ninety-five people received an award.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Fulbright



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING
MARCH 21, 2017

5T. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30

Kathleen Reynolds introduced Dan Chapman with the U of A Fruit Experiment station in Clarksville. He
presented a demonstration on grafting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kathy thanked Paul for working on the directory. She also thanked Dana Rogers for the cover art. We are
moving to having the directory online in the next few months, however hard copies are now available.

Kathy reported for Recruitment Chair Greta Wright. The recruitment brochures are available for delivery
to the nurseries, as well as posters with gardening tips. Members are encouraged to take posters to
display in public places, and to let Kathy know if they know of places that the brochures could be
displayed. She reminded the membership that the next training class starts August 23,

Brenda Mize reported on one of the activities incfuded in the state conference registration. It is a
Sustainable Feast at Heifer International, on Monday evening, May 22™. There will be tours of the
headguarters building, community garden, the wetlands and landscaping and the MG Educational

garden site.

Kathy responded to a question that ail volunteer slots are filled, but the county office is keeping a
waiting list. The volunteer assignments will be sent out by Debbie Mickel and her committee, in early

May.
Chris Feild announced the Little Rock Greenhouse sale dates: April 8 and 22, 8am-11am.

Kathy and Randy gave an update on the ad hoc committee that is exploring the possibility of a
demonstration garden at the 4-H Center in Ferndale. The group has toured the site, and talked with all
parties involved. The center has space for classes, overnight visits, and a kitchen.

Ramblings from Randy- Adela is in the barn, trying to learn how to be a sheep instead of a human. She is
not happy about it. We may still get a “Blackberry Winter” cold snap, so don’t plant tender plants yet.

Jack Singleton announced that the Monarch butterflies should migrate through Arkansas in early May.
He has milkweed seeds for those who are interested.

CALENDAR
March 25- Spring Tea at Edgemont House 177 people registered

April 8 Little Rock Greenhouse Sale



April 21-22 Pathfinders Greenhouse Sale
April 22 Little Rock Greenhouse Sale

April 25 St James Planting Day

April 27" Old Mill Planting Day- help needed

The meeting was adjourned at 12:38.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Young, acting secretary



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 18, 2017
ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30.

Kathleen Reynolds, program chairman, introduced our speaker.
Madelyn Samec, who works at Compton Gardens, spoke on moss

gardens.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Social Committee thanked Chris Olsen for allowing the MG's to
have the Spring Social at his new home. The tea was well attended.

The PCMG’s will have a recruitment booth at Bee Days, April 22,
Please contact Greta Wright if you can help at the booth.

The Travel Committee has planned a day trip to Mount Magazine on
June 6*. Participants will meet at Second Presbyterian Church on
Pleasant Valley Drive at 8:00, and carpool/caravan. Lunch will be at
the Lodge. Call Susan Reasoner, 501-837-3989, with any questions.

Joellen Beard and Valarie Smith made several announcements
concerning the State Conference. Volunteer assignments will be
made by May 1. Please be thinking about “Sharing DIRT”, the video
taping of Master Gardener’s earliest gardening memories and most



memorable times of gardening. There is a meeting on May 8, at the
Doubletree to acquaint volunteers with the conference site.

Ramblings from Randy — Randy said it is time for pruning of spring
blooming plants such as spirea and loropetalum. He also answered
questions from the audience.

Kathy told the group of a potential new project, and introduced the
project members. The project will be a teaching and learning program
with young children in partnership with the Hillary Clinton Children’s
Library. A synopsis will be sent to the membership, and it will be
presented for a vote in the May 16* meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Fulbright



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
May 13, 2017
ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30.

Bob Byers, director of the Fort Worth Botanical Gardens, was
introduced by Kathleen Reynolds. His program “From Beethoven to
Bachaus — what classical principles teach us about gardening” was
very informative.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Joellen Beard and Valerie Smith gave the latest details on the State
Conference. The Art and Garden Fair will be open May 21, 1:00 -
5:00, and May 22", 8:00 - 3:00.

Martha Coop made a presentation for a new PCMG project, Dig into
Green. The project is to be voted on by paper ballot at the end of the
meeting today.

Ann Griffin of the Mentoring Committee outlined the mentor’s role.
The committee is recruiting members for the new Fall class. You may
sign up today and at the June meeting.

The Pulaski County Extension office is under reconstruction due to
flooding. The staff is at the State Extension Office until the work is

completed.



There will be a trip to Mount Magazine June 6. Lori Spencer will
present a program on butterflies. Contact Susan Reasoner for more
details.

Mary Helen Henry explained how to report the hours worked at the
State Conference.

Dues are now $30. If you have not paid, please do so.

Kathy ask the project chairs to turn in receipts as money is spent
instead of waiting until the end of the year.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:55.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Fulbright



Print Page 1 of 3

Subject: 2018 Arkansas Master Gardener Awards

From: Arkansas Master Gardener Program (mg@uaex.edu)

To: kathy.ratcliffe@att.net;
Date: Thursday, May 18, 2017 1:11 PM

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE
RESEARCH & EXTIENSION

University of Arkansus System

In just a few days Janet Carson will announce the winners
of the 2017 Arkansas Master Gardener Awards at our state
conference in Little Rock. There were many excellent
MG, projects, agents, newsletters, and friends of MG
nominated this year. We thank you for taking the time to
honor these special people and projects with a
nomination.
Below are the 2018 Arkansas Master Gardener Award
forms. These award forms are available earlier than usual
to allow you adequate time to prepare your nominations.
At this early stage we suggest you:

1. Read the cover letter carefully.

2. Familiarize yourself with the criteria of each

category you plan to enter
3. Keep good records of your projects and activities.

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.partner=sbc&.rand=9d177jqv804fl 6/17/2017
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4. Take plenty of picturés throughout the year.

5. Start gathering information early.
You may not decide on your nominee until later in the
year, but once you do you will have all the information
and photos neceSsary to write a great nomination.
Good Luck!

County 76

Recruiting, Retention, and Recognition Project

The Cover Letter and all forms needed are clickable below:

A) Cover Letter

1) Master Gardener of the Year

2) Rookie of the Year

3) Project of the Year

4) Excellence In Education

5) County Agent of the Year

6) Newsletter of the Year

7) Friend of Master Gardener - Individual

8) Friend of Master Gardener - Business/Organization

Share this email with fellow Master Sign up to be on our constant contact
Gardeners, email list,
FORWARD SIGN UP

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?. partner=sbe&.rand=9d177jqv804£1 6/17/2017



2018 Arkansas Master Gardener Awards

The 2018 Arkansas Master Gardener Award season has arrived! Below you will find the
nomination forms. The deadline to qualify for judging is January 15, 2018. These awards
will be presented at the annual Arkansas Master Gardener Conference being held May
31- June 2, 2018 in Ft. Smith.

Each county is allowed ONE entry per award, up to a total of eight entries. The awards
are 1. MG of the Year, 2. Rookie of the Year, 3. Project of the Year, 4. Excellence in
Education, 5. County Agent of the Year, 6. Newsletter of the Year, 7. Friend of Master
Gardeners, Individual, and 8. Friend of Master Gardeners, Business or Organization.

Two awards will be given for the following — MG of the Year, Rookie of the Year,
Project of the Year, Excellence in Education, County Agent of the Year, and Newsletter
of the Year — based on the county’s membership size. County size is categorized as 50
members or less and 51 members or more. This membership count is based on your
“active and in good standing members” found at the bottom of the Master Gardener
Summary page of the online reporting system.

Please write your nomination based on the criteria of each award. Check and then
double-check that you addressed the criteria, included digital photos or images to
support your nomination and secured the signature of the Agent or President prior to
sending in your nominations. Do not send in more photos or images than requested.
The nominations will be sent to a panel of qualified judges selected by the County 76
RRR Project. The decisions of the judges will be final.

All nominations should be submitted from the local extension office after the county
agent in charge of the MG program or the MG President has reviewed and signed the
form. Please send all forms as a Word or PDF document. Ali photos should be high
quality digital JPEG format and sized for a PowerPoint presentation. Please submit via e-
mail or on a CD. To ease the judging process please make certain all forms are completed
and signed and send in all completed nominations from your MG program together at one
time,

Submit the nominations electronically via e-mail to Julie Treat at mg@uaex.edu OR mail
them, postmarked by January 15, 2018, to Janet Carson, MG Awards, 2301 S. University
Ave, Little Rock, AR 72204,

If you have any questions, please call the State Master Gardener office at 501-671-2231.
Good Luck!

05/2017



PCMG Demonstration Garden

Phase 1 Start Up Costs

Survey and site preparation
Fencing
-8ft chain link , black or green

-3 walk through and 1 12ft gate

Raised Beds

8 — 4x8 beds, cedar timbers 480.00each

Irrigation

Plumbing
-pipe, fittings, equipment rental

-labor supplied by 4H Center?

Soil (ProMix)
-8 4x8 beds 27.00 for two beds

Poly fiber Cloth for paths

Chat for paths
Mulch

Fruit Trees

Estimated Total

(6/18)

3,000.00

8,000.00

3, 840.00

3,000.00

1,000.00

150.00

300.00

150.00
100.00
460.00

19,540.00



Proposed PCMG Demonstration Garden
Objectives:
-to showcase plants appropriate for our area
-to demonstrate research-based gardening techniques

-to provide learning opportunities for youth and adults

Garden Description:

-Warm and cool weather vegetables, fruit bushes and trees, natives and ornamentals
-Easily maintained raised beds with gravel paths

-Bee yard and compost area

-Space to trial annuals and perennials

-Phased approach

Proposed Site: CA Vines Arkansas 4H Center
Garden Requirements

Long term Host commitment X
Parallels Host's mission X
Approximately ¥4 acre X
Full Sun X
Access to water X
Parking and Restrooms X
Easy Access for public (ADA) X
Classrooms and auditorium with A/V X
Tool Storage X
Dining Facilities X
Certified Kitchen X

Lodging X



Other Suggested Sites

The following sites were recommended but, did not meet all of the garden requirements.

- Trinity Episcopal Church Vacant Lots

~Hillary Clinton Children’s Library and Learning Center
- Central Arkansas Library Vacant Lots

- 8t Joseph’s Orphanage

- Two Rivers Park

Educational Outreach
-Use the construction of the garden as a teaching opportunity.

-Partner with 4H Center education staff to develop and deliver horticulture programs for
classes and camps.

-Develop and deliver continuing education classes for PCMG, Arkansas Master
Gardeners, and the public.

Recruitment

-Scheduling an additional Saturday workday will provide an opportunity to recruit those
who work during the week. These may also be MGs who have completed the 2018 On
Line Training.



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

June 20, 2017
ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30.

Kathy gave a summary of the Master Gardner trip to Mt. Magazine
with Lori Spencer presenting a program on butterflies.

Kathleen Reynolds announced that Randy Forst will speak on solving
landscape problems at the September meeting. The membership can
submit photos with a brief description of their problems, and Randy
will offer solutions at the meeting. Photos must be submitted by July
31,

Kathleen introduced Jane Gulley. She presented a program on
underused plants in our gardens.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Summer Social is July 14", 9:30-11:00. Reservations are required.
Please let Katie know if you are attending at kreddick@uaex.edu.

The Tour of Projects, which runs from 6/20 - 9/19, booklets are in the
lobby. They can be turned in to Cindy Franklin when completed.

Ann Griffith announced that mentors are still needed for the Fall class.
Signup sheets are in the lobby.



Presently, there are 23 people registered for the Fall class.

Greta Wright and Michelle Wasson announced that the PCMGs will
have a booth at the AR State Fair, October 12-23. There will be some
mini programs offered.

Randy and Kathy presented a concept of a PCMG Demo Garden as a
new project. The C. A. Vines AR 4H Center meets all the requirements
for hosting the garden. A question and answer time was held. If you
have questions or comments, please call one of the committee
members. An email with committee members’ names will be sent to

the membership.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:05.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Fulbright



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENING GENERAL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 19, 2017

ST. JAMES METHODISH CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:35.

Kathleen Reynolds introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Elizabeth Horton. She
presented a program entitled “The First Farmers and Lost Crops.”

ANNOUCEMENTS

Carol Young, chairman of the Awards committee, reminded us of the September
26'" deadline for nominations. Each project can nominate two people.

The Curren Hall project has plants available after the meeting. Don Ford also
has brought native plants to give away,

Cindy Franklin announced the winners of the Summer Project. They are Belva
Cook, B.J. Sanders, John Carter, Janis Calaway, Hilda Boger, Christy Bolling, Dana
Boyster, and Susan Meador.

The Plant, Nurture, and Grow conference will be held at the C. A. Vines 4H
Center, September 24" — 26'. Silent auction items are being accepted.

The PCMG Education and Recruitment committee announced that we will have
a booth at the AR State Fair, which is scheduled for October 12t — 22nd.
Volunteers are needed for two-hours shifts between the hours of 11:30 and
5:30 each day. Education programs will be presented in the Arts and Crafts
Building at 11:30, October 16" — 20", You can sign up in the Lobby after the

meeting.

All Stuff orders are due today.



The New Member Reception will be October 17%, after the PCMG meeting.
Members whose names start with A — P are to bring sweet or savory items.
Please plan to attend and welcome our new members.

The Holiday Event will be December 4™, 11:00, at the Capitol Hotel. The cost is
$32, and valet parking is included in the ticket price. November 14™ is the
deadline to purchase tickets, and you may purchase them today in the Lobby.

Kathy reminded everyone to obtain a ballot and vote on the PCMG
Demonstration Garden. The ballot box is at the exit of our meeting room.

Ramblings from Randy — Randy reported on the new training class, which has 32
people in it. Those who were at the meeting were recognized. He is attending a
Quorum Court dinner next week. This body sets the budget for the county,
which impacts our Extension Office. He will share the financial impact of our
volunteer hours. Please record your work hours by the end of this week. Life
Quest is presenting eight gardening sessions which will need volunteers.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50.

Respectfuily submitted,
Linda Fulbright



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING
OCTOBER 17, 2017

ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 by President Kathy Ratcliffe.
Kathy recognized the new 2017 Master Gardeners and the Training Committee.

Randy Forst, the Pulaski County Extension Agent, presented a program on
“Landscaping Problem Areas.” He addressed problem areas in three MGer’s
yards who had submitted photos.

It was announced that the 2018 Flower and Garden Show will be held at Barton
Coliseum. The Coliseum staff will be providing labor for which volunteers were
used in the past. Therefore, less volunteers will be needed. If you want to
volunteer, you will need to sign up as soon as volunteer registration is open.

Randy will need eight volunteers to speak about gardening for the Life Quest
program, which is a continuing education program open to all adults. Please see
Randy for more information.

Carol Young announced the nominations for MG Awards for the year. The
nominations are:

Master Gardener of the Year — Don Ford {Pinnacle Mountain), Carolyn
Newborn {Curren Hall), and Valerie Smith (HAM).

Rookie of the Year -~ Cherith Beck (Wildwood)
Project of the Year — AR Historical Museum and Pinnacle Mountain

Business Friend of the Year — North Little Rock Parks and Recreation (Old
Mill} and the Quapaw Quarter Association (Curren Hall)

individual Friend of the Year — Donna Hardcastle {Argenta)



Ballots are to be marked and placed in the ballot box when leaving today.
Winners will be presented with their awards at the November meeting.

Patti Womble presented the nominations for the 2018 Board. The nominations

are:

President — Joellen Beard

1% Vice President — Suzanne Potts

2™ Vice President — Sharon Priest
Secretary — Carol Young

Treasurer — Pam Gadberry

Assistant Treasurer — Sharon Gragg
Past President - Kathy Ratcliffe

At Large, 2" Year, Programs ~ Paul Nolte
At Large, 2" Year — Kathleen Reynolds
At Large, 1* Year — Carol Mendel

At Large, 1% Year — Allen White

Patti ask for nominations from the floor. There being none, she announced that
the slate would be voted on at the November meeting.

Michelle Wasson gave an overview of the remaining programs at the State Fair.
The programs will be at 11:30 in the Arts and Crafts Building Wednesday,

Thursday, and Friday.

The Travel Committee is planning a bus trip to Garvan Gardens to see the
holiday lights. The bus will leave from St. Mark’s Episcopal Church at 5:00 on
November 29", and return by 10:00. The cost is $55, and includes admission

and dinner.

The PCMG Holiday Luncheon is December 4", 11:00, at the Capitol Hotel. The
cost is $32, and includes valet parking.



Janet Carson will speak at our November meeting. The title of her program is
“Reflections from the AR State MG Coordinator.”

The new member reception is in Jones Hall immediately following our meeting
today.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:25.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Fulbright



PULASKI COUNTY MASTER GARDENER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 14, 2017
ST. JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

President Kathy Ratcliffe called the meeting to order at 11:30.

Carol Young presented the PCMG Awards of 2017. Don Ford is Master Gardener
of the Year; Rookie of the Year is Cherith Bick; Pinnacle Mountain is Project of
the Year; North Little Rock Parks and Recreation is Business Friend of the Year;
and Donna Hardcastle is individual Friend of the Year.

Jane Gulley recognized Master Gardeners from 1988 and 1989 (the first two
years of the program), and some of the earliest presidents of PCMGers as
special guests at today’s meeting.

Janet Carson, the State Extension Agent, presented our program entitled “Past,
Present and Future,” which was an informative recap of the last 29 years of our
Master Gardening program. Presently, there are 3,200 MGers.

Randy presented the Years of Service Awards. There were recipients for 25, 20,
15, 10 and 5-year awards. A list is attached to the minutes.

Ballots were distributed for the election of the 2018 Board Members. The slate
of officers was presented at the October meeting.

Kathy reminded us of several dates of importance: the deadline to signup for
the Garvan Gardens trip is November 16™; December 4* is the Holiday
Luncheon; December 15" is the last day to register for the on-line training; all
hours must be reported by December 15™; and, if you have not paid your dues,
please do so.

Randy presented his newest lamb, Clementine, who entertained the group
throughout the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Fulbright
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