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Mark Brown with the U of A extension office wiil be
speaking at the June meeting. He witl be speaking on
Water conservation for lawns, landscapes, new
technology & sprinkier systems.

Mount Holly Garden Series for 2011

Lectures are at 9:00 on the 3rd Saturday morning of
each month. We meet in the shade of the historic
beil house in the middie of the cemetery. Sponsored
by the MORE Group, a downtown ladies group,

a $5.00 suggested donation benefits Mount Holly
Cemetery.

Here is 2011’s remaining scheduie:

June 18, Mark Gibson- Watel Features
Juiy 16, Phil Cato (About Vase) Fiower Arranging
August 20, Carnivorous Piants
September 17, Beth Pheps, Getting Your Garden
Ready For Winter
October 15, Susan Rose, Buibs In Your Garden For A
Burst Of Coior

In May, the Travel Committee led a wonderfu! trip to
Perryviite ~ to Heifer Ranch for a great unch and tour and
to the Trusky's home to view their hill-top garden.

The pictures show only a portion of a very elaborate train
garden which the Truskys have buitt. Not only are there
detaited pieces of concrete art, four moving trains, and
fountains, but there is also beautiful fandscaping around the
vard and particuiarly, around the train tracks. Herbs, lifies,
mums, sedums and other succuients, as weil as many other
plants work as forests and yards around the buiidings and
train routes.

The Truskys aiso have a beautiful hiti-top view as they work
their raised herb and vegetabie garden. Their concrete ait
extends to a variely of bench and scuipture bases, edging
for their several gardens, and imaginative, detalied
decorative pieces.

Photos Coturtesy of Bren Coop
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Ail the piants in our gardens shouid be activeiy growing
now. If there is winter damage it should be readily
apparent. If you have not pruned out the daimage, do so
now. Many plaits are now doing well due to the cold
winter, preceded by a terrible, hot, dry sumimer. Give
your plants the most vita! part of plant care . . . water.
This will help them to rebound from any damage they have
sustained, Mulich al! plants and water as needed. Deep,
infrequent water is best except for container plants which
wilt need daily doses. Fertilization needs vary by plants, but
most permanent shrubs, trees, and perennials benefit from
one compiete anpication a vear. If you have not fertiiized
vet, do so now before it gets reaty hot and dry

VEGETABLES

If vou planted vegetables this spring they should be
beginning to bear fruit. Harvest reguiarly and scout your
garden for problems. Aphids build up quickly and Stink
Bugs are harder to ki the bigger they get. To keep Corn
Earworms away, watch for the sweet Corn to begin to show
sitks, then squirt a coup'e of drops of Minera! O on the si'ks
week'y unti' the si'ks turn brown.

Watch Tomatoes for Tomato Fruit Worms they are the
same as the insects that hurt Corn; they can move from
crop te crop, Mulch the garden to keep the weeds at bay
and to give you a hand with watering.

fAuching sois heps crops retain moisture and stay a itte
cocer when the temperatures heat up There s stis tine o
peant vegetabes  You can aso add to the pantings of
Tomatoes, Peppers, Eggplants, and Herbs. Water, much,

and ferthize and you wii be harvesting in no tine. Pick your

vegetabies frequently to pick thein at thelr prime, and aso
encourage more fruit set. Watch your Squash paants for
insects now, and pick Cucumbers daity. We shouid be
about to start harvesting our first Tomatoes, which means
Biossom End Rot is on the horizen. Biossom End Rot occurs
when the bottom of the fruit turns brack. This is typicalty
caused by fuctuations in the moisture ‘feve's. Thais
the Calcium away from the fruit causing the decay
vour prants to keep the moisture eve's even, water propecy
and pay attention  Some vaiieties are mare prane to this
probiem than others  If you are growing peppers and com,
don't skimp on fertitity . they both are heavy feeders and
you will get much better production with goad fertility. If
you have room in your garden for more vegeta !
the heat lovers ke Southern Peas and Okra. This is also
the season to pant Pumpkins to have them in time for
Ha''oween. Water them wet! to get them estalyished, then
misich and monitor their growth
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If you don't have your own garden, visit one of the many
Farmers' Markets in the county. The locaily grown produce
is amazing. Itis fun to see just how many different things
the farmers are growing on their farms.

BERRY SEASON

By now Strawberry season is over, but now is the time to
redo the beds. If you don't thin them annuaily you will end
up with a mass of tangled piants. From Blackberries and
Blueberries, fresh fruit is readily avaiiable this year. If you
grow your own, you might want to consider bird netting
around the Blueberries, because the birds love them as
much as we do. There are many options today to buy
fresh, locally grown produce. The smail fruits are the
easiest to grow in our home gardens, having less insect and
disease issues than tree fruits, Peaches are often the most
coveted fruit, but are definitely the most difficuit to grow,
having tots of insect and disease probtems. Let the
commercial growers grow peaches and either pick them at
the farm or go to the Farmers' Market,

SHREUBS
Spring brooming shrubs have finished brooming and ar
pruning chores need to get finished by nud-month. Lale
seascn pruning tends to slow down plant recovery, which
can inpact the number of fiowers that they set. They set
their fiower buds in August and Septermber.

Summaer biooming shrubs are showing flowers now. We are
seeing fiowers on Crape Myrties, Rose of Sharon, and
Qakleaf Hydrangeas. If you want to try a new Hydrangea
that won't be hurt by winter damage, try one of the
improved smooth Hydrangeas.  Hydrangea Arborescens
Invincibre Spirit is the first ever pink Fowering form Large
showy pink flowers are born on the new growth, so even
whern prants get nipped back by a cofd winter, they wid stis
boom  Buddieias are also biooming and attracting
bulterfies and bees, and Summer Spireas wis keep
blooming if you deadhead or shear them back after
flowering.

SUMMER BLOOMERS

By now we shoui'd bagin to see fowers on Althea, Buddeia,
and Crape Myrtles  These summer bioomers give a ‘ot of
color to the summer landscape. Other summer bloomers
inciude ea and Summer Spirea including "Litt'e Princess”,
“Lime Mound®, and "Anthony Waterer™. Sumimer blooiming
Spirea can b:oom off and on ar suminer. Deadhead the
spent brooms and give them a tght haircut it they get too
leqagy
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Austin Roses; the flower rﬂrr‘r't roses for low growing plants

and New Dawn and "Climbing Autumn Sunset" (a ye'low

climber with disease resistance.

INSECTS AND WEEDS

Waik youi garden on a regusar basis and inspect what's
happening. Cany detection of insect or discase probiems
can help you control them more easily. Weeds can
seemingyy take cver overntght, but with reguiar hoeing and
muiching you can keep them in check.

Chambers Bitters is a summer weed that has reasy hit this
parl of the state m recent years. [T 100kKs ke & smat
Munosa plant, put bears s flowers and seeds under the
eaves, sonilipies rapidy

ANMUALS

For annuas, since we want to push the pants ac muct
possinse, we need o rermember to water and fediyze
eGuiany A sow reease fertidzen s gieat 1o mix in whien
i)lﬁi“iilij Aand water saalinie Torns WOk wei r!PflllF'tl every
L u'uy, (o two weeks. Deadncad planis thial are selling
seeds Lo keep encrgy directed o Gower aind fonination and
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overpnight  Spray at hw‘r cigns of prob'ems
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Pyrothrums or simi'ar ,n’:."rhr!r!h

ntanted in dry hirth form or many nureeris
notted, achvety ﬂrn',"wnn nants, inc neing Dahias and
Oyaiis Foliage can be as pretty as fiowers on many of
these mants,
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TROPICALS

The temperatures are heating up and the humidity is on the
rise. 1t is the perrect time for troptcais. From Bananas to
Hiscus, Hibouchng, and Mandeviia and Esperanza, there
are pienty of pianis to choose ftom. - Many foiks stop Dying
paEnts this e of year, but stop by your i0ca Ruvsery and
see what new planis are arfiving. There are always new
tropicass coming in. They can be pianited in the ground for
a large aniiuas OF GIOWi i Containei s,

CONTAINERS
Container plants need frequent watering, which
nutrition gets leached ou

nnrh C\mry "-"CC!‘: ar bwo [ g
he care, the more they wi'' bloom

‘hcr hDﬂt ‘oving
'mnmlf include Sweet Potato Vine, L antana, Anjﬂ‘f‘n!?,

“Zahara Zinnias, Penta, and Me! 3pcd!l.pm
growing netunias don't skimp on fertitizer here either. It
they aren't getting enounh to eat, they witt stop htooming
Keep them watered and fertinzed and they shomd honm an
<easnn

If you are

in the ariicie by Lorraine Hensiey wroie for
the May newsletter, a notation was
inadvertenty eft out

articse came from How 1o Grow Freshe Ag oy D
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Tuesday, May 17, 2011
St Iames Methadist Chench

Beoard Mesting

Minuies of the Aprii 19th Board meeting and the Aprit
Treasure’s teporl weie approved.

Master Gardener Leadership Conference will be hield August
2 3in Russcllvi!k. Each county has been allotted two
participants. The $35.00 registration fee for treasurer Bre
Coop and second vice president Marcella Grimmett will be
paid. If space is avai'able, Dewayne Hancock, member at-
large witl also attend and his registration fee will also be
paid.

Sitent auction items are needed for the State Master
Gardener Meeting ta be held in Harrison June 2 — 4, 2011
Martha Basinger and Arline Jackson will ask nurseries to
donate the two ptants from Pulaski County for the You Pick
1t fund raiser.

Fund Raising - $2,380.00 was made on book saies and
$13,000 raised from donations from over 200 Master
Gardeners, active and aiuinni, ai in suppoit of the
grreenhouse project.

David Werling and the photographers are working 1o get
pictures for cvery Pulaski County Master Gardener for a new
pictonia; directory.

sustamer status was apprevea for Jennie Cowe,
Reinstatement was approved (or Tracey Rhodes,

YAT -

Weicaine Hary Wednstein o Master Gardener transfer Tronm
Camden.

Plans are being made for the July 19% Tour and Ice Cream
Socia! at Russ Hard:r‘q’s q“rdcn l"""u"i a tour of Lotly
Honea's garden. Marceila Grimmett is coo'd'"ahr‘q with the
Social committee

Rath Phelps was the program with season horticuiture tips
and a question and answer period
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' Giuseppe A vranniboldo Nalure and

Fdlitday GAnhiy

was court painter to Maximiiian il of the Austrian House of
Habshurg.
Maxirniian 1 became Hoy Roman Emperor in 1564, From
Vienna, he ruied over Austria, Germany, Bohemia, Hungary,
and other parts of Eastein Europe. He was iinterested in the
natural sciences and attracted eminent botanists and other
scientists to his court. The botanical gardens and zoos that
he created would have given Arcimboido the opportunity to
study the species and plants that appear in his paintings.
Arcimbotdo created a series of allegorica: paintings of the
Four Seascns, all depicted as profile busts,

Even though summer isn't officiatty here, it feeis iike
summer today, so It seems approprate to revisit
Arcimboido’s profite of Surnmer. There is a fabuious dispay
of Truit, vegeiables, nuis, and grains. The painting can be
seen as 4 quide to what wouitd have then been ocaily
avaialie. The aitists aiso inciided iare vaiieties inpoited
from the New Woild, such as coimn and egapiant Note that
the attist’s ;luhatufb and date are “woven” into the fi FUUIL 5
straw coat.

Arcimboldo’s composite heads of the four seasons were
thought of as scherz/ (jokes) by his contemperaries, but
they reflect the sarious scientific study of nature that was
characteristic of the sixteenth century. T hape you enjoy
exploring and identifying many of the components in thic
16™ century painting

Hoot Microbhes



By: Lorraine Hensley

Spending time thinking about microbes—even root
microbes---has never been my forte. And I imagine
there are plenty of people, including my fellow master
gardeners, who feel the same way. There is so much
garden activity above ground it’s hard to remember
your plants are working just as diligently below
ground as the gardener is on the surface. It's great to
follow a specific plant’s progression from that first
green shoot out of the soil to the formation of foliage.
Some piants add a bonus to the gardener with lovely
biooms that can be enjoyed during their biooming
season. It's difficult fo imagine a dedicated gardener,
with or without a cup of coffee, strolling outside in the
earty morning cooiness to check on his piants

Reading about specifics of reot micrebes and the
benefits they bring to piant iife taught me they are
one of the hardest workers in a plant’s iife cycle,
Every living thing needs noutishinent of some Kind
and rool microbes are no exceplion; they mostly itarng
around where their food is—in the plant roots. There
are more microbes in the soit ciose to the plant roots.
There seams ta he an inverse retationship between
root microbes and their proximity to the host plant
roots. Substances secreted by piant roots exert a
distinct selective process on these micrabes, It
stimuiates some groups while suppressing others.
Fach pant is equipped by natire with its own genetic
codes. These codes determine the exact types and
numbers of microbes thelr host piant needs to
surviver, according to the author.

They tive in the soil and are not only respoensible for
making soll nutriants availabie to piants but aiso break
down organic waste materials and detoxify many
environment poisons that reach the soil. Though
absolutely vital for the plant’s qeneral health and
agrowth, they don't alt wear “"white hats.” Some root
microbes can compete with piants for the same
nutrients the plants nead and some may transmit

various plant diseases,

Viasiar Minuies  June 2011

Microbes need their host plant and they assist their
host plant to maintain its well being in a number of
ways. They repel other microbes that could harm their
host and provide nutrients for the plant by digesting
fallen leaves and other debris found near plant roots.
Plants reciprocate by secreting substances from their
roots that nourish the microbes. These secreted
substances from the host plant roots also stimulate
rapid proliferation of these microbes; these rapidiy
decaying microbial cells then serve as food for their
host, Highiy adaptive root microbes mutate over a
short period of time to cope with environmenta!
changes and that ability to adapt to these changes
aids in their mutual push for survival.

The 'name of the game' appears te be species survivai

for both the host piant and their microbes achieved
through the cooperative re:ationship between them
fach, ntants and microbes, takes care of their own
species and both survive as a resuit of this
arrangement. They need one another to survive as a
species and each works hard to achieve a mutual
goai. This relationship between piants and microbes
A0 sefves another fuinction; that of deating «
neaithier environment for ab oxygen using ‘ife forms

cific information for this article came from H
by Dr. B € Woivarton

is a wonderfu! read.

"On this June day the buds in my
garden are almost as enchanting as
the open flowers. Things in bud
bring, in the heat of a June
noontide, the recollection of the
loveliest days of the year - those
days of May when all is suggested,
nothing yet fulfilled."

- Francis King

The PCMG Board, on behail of PCMG, hosted a
“Thank you Lunchtime Cookout” at the greenhouse in



May. Guests were staff employees of the State
Hospital Ground and of the Community Punishments
Department. The luncheon was in appreciation for all
their help with the greenhouse construction and also
through the years. Members of the Little Rock and
Pathfinders Greenhouse Committees were also
invited.

Photos Courtesy of Bren Coop
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DIG IN HERE...

For answers to your gardening and horticultural
problems, try these helpful resources:

» Master Gardener Website:
http://www.arhomeandgarden.org/mastergardener/masterga
rdenersonly
Username: mastergardener
Password: compost

» PC Cooperative Extensions Website:
http://mww.uaex.edu/pulaski/mastergardeners/defaul

L.asp

» U of A Cooperative Extension Website:
hitp://www.arhomeandgarden.org

Pulaski County Cooperative Extension Service
2901 W. Roosevelt Road
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-340-6650

MASTER
GARDENER
Pulaski County Master Gardeners are trained
volunteers working with the University of Arkansas
Cooperative Service and Pulaski County Government
to provide demonstration gardens and horticultural -
related information to the residents of the county. In
2010, these volunteers gave 22,987 hours of service.
Elisabeth J. Phelps, County Extension Agent,
Staff Chair

Master Minutes  June 2011

Everyone is encouraged to submit interesting information,
committee reports, newsworthy photos, etc. to the newsletier.
Bring your information to the Master Gardener meeting, or
send it to:

Jennice Ratley
22 Cobble Hill Road
Little Rock, Ark. 72211
gardenrat@comcast.net
412-8299

The deadline is the second Friday of each month.
For late breaking news after the deadline, send information
to:
Beth Phelps
Pulaski County CES
2901 W. Roosevelt Road

Little Rock, Ark. 72204

bphelps@uaex.edy
340-6650
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