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Witch Hazels Provide Color and Fragrance

Witch Hazel plants make hiking in Arkansas a delight
in the fall and in the spring. The flowers open from buds
thatlook like tight little fists. They have only four petals,
each like a gay, crinkled paper streamer. Rarely more than
an inch long, the spidery blossoms are cheerful and re-
lease a spicy fragrance. The blooms appear at nodes on
sterns and the fruit may still be attached when the flowers
appear. The two native species, common witch hazel (Hama-
melis virginiana) and Ozark Witch Hazel, as well as the
Japanese witch hazel (H. japonica), the Chinese Witch Ha-
zel {H. mollis) and a hybrid of the two imports (Hunamelis
x intermedia) are found in gardens.

Native Witch Hazels

The comnmon witch hazel produces yellow blooms from
September to the end of December. It occurs in rich woods
on north-facing slopes or in wooded valleys along streams.
The foliage in autumn turns a pale to rich yellow, or yel-
low tinged with orange. The flowers have a delicate fra-
grance and can withstand considerable freezing weather,
and after fertilization develop slowly into the fruit. The
process of fruit formation requires nearly a year for com-
plete development. The fruit when ripe, splits open sud-
denly, throwing the black seeds as much as 30 feet away.

The Ozark witch hazel produces orange, reddish or
salmon-colored flowers from January to April. It occurs in
gravel and rocky streambeds, at the base of rocky slopes
along streams, and rarely on wooded hillsides in rock
draws. Again the flowers are quite fragrant and are the
first of any woody species to be found in bloom in Arkan-
sas. The foliage turns pale yellow in the autumn. This spe-
cies spreads by a suckering habit and forms extensive
stands along most of the gravel beds in the Ozarks. It makes
a handsome shrub in cultivation and transplants readily,
enjoying full sun and well-drained rock 51tuat10ns

Chinese Witch Hazel

According to Gerald Klingaman in an issue of
“Compostings”, the Chinese witch hazel has made its way
from almost complete botanical obscurity to being widely
available in nurseties in the last eight years. The short
time span from “discovery” to wide availability occurred
because the plant is highly ornamental and grows quickly.

This shrub has flowers that are white and appear in

March in clusters up the stem. There is also a pink flow-
ered form with maroon leaves. It has a graceful, arching
and open branching pattern.

Itis hardy throughout the state except in the mountain-
ous regions. It will experience winter kill when we have
one of those winters that freeze the crape myrtle back, but
it will probably not be killed outright.

Japanese Witch Hazel

The Japanese witch hazel is less fragrant than the
others and is rarely available. The hybrids with the Chi-
nese witch hazel have produced some plants with the

showiest flowers. H. x intermedia "Diane’ has coppery-red

flowers in late winter and early spring before the leaves
appear. H. x intermedia ‘Arnold Pronise’ from the Arnold
Arboretum has extra-large fragrant primrose-yellow flow-
ersin February

Propagation

Propagation by cuttmgs or plantmg seeds is very slow -

and often not successful. Plants are available from most

nurseries that sell shrubs. All witch hazels are easy to -

grow in sun or partial shade, They thrive under a canopy
of deciduous trees. They prefer a slightly moist site and
highly organic soil liberally enriched with compost.
Growth is fairly slow, but they require little or no mainte-
nance and are seldom troubled by pests. Plant them in the
spring or early fall.

Folklore
If the deficit in precipitation continues in Arkansas, we

might resort to an old

use of the witch hazel. InThis Issue ...
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February .
The Arkansas Flower and Garden Show will be held Feb-
ruary 25-27 atthe Statehouse Convention Center. Call 340-
6650 to volunteer. P\ B

March

Janet Carson and Kruger Tours
will lead a Master Gardener trip to
the Philadelphia Flower Show
March 4-7. The cost is $895 for
double occupancy. Call Kruger
Tours at (501) 224-8747.

ter Gardener Tour by Beth Phelpsand Krager
Tours April 7-9 to the Dallas Arboretum. The
cost is $399 for double occupancy. Call
Kruger Tours at (501) 224-8747.
Arkansas Master Gardeners will gather at
Fairficld Bay April 24-25 for the annual mect-
ing. Call 340-6650 or 671-2000.

May
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 310 W. 17th
“Street, will host its annual Flower Show May 12-
14. The featured speaker will be P. Allen Smith.
372-0294. '
The Southeast Regional Master Gardener
Meeting will be held in Tifton, Ga., May 14-17,
Call Janet at 671-2000. ¢

2001 ,

The International Master Gar-
dener Conference will be held in
Orlando, Fla., May 22-25. Mark
your calendar. &

The top three photos are from the
Arkansas Flower and Garden Show. The
battom two are from the Dallas Arbore-
tum during “Dallas Blooms”.
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as .magnolias and hollies. AJl .newly planted or trans.

Planted materig should be watered in with “Superthrive”
or other root stimulator,

Make Your Bed!

For inspiration, Plan on going to the Arkansag Flowe
& Garden Show, 8ome '

Design new gardens; start construction of rajsed beds,
borders, arid planter boyes,
B Plgce orders for seeds, bare root roses, Perennials, and
shrubs, to ensyre availability.

Put out asparagus crowns and strawberry plants ag
500N as the spj] ig workable )

For new Planting sites, test soil to determine the proper
amendments, For existing sites, amend s0il with mulch,
compost, efe.

Sow What?

Outdoors, sow broceoli, cabba 8¢ candytuft, cornflow.
ers, larkspur,-onion sets, English peas, phlox drummond i
and seed potatoes,

Plant sunflowers to attract the naturg] ‘enemies of the
white fly,

In a cold frame, plant blue salvia, feverfew, tupine,
nicotiana, Scabiosa, shapdragon, and verbena, as woll as
cuttings of shrypg (putatleast two buds underground),

Indoors at 65 1 75 degrees and six inches under artifi.

cial lights, sow annual flowers and vegetables. Keep the
lights on for 1012 hours a day, and keep the soil maoist, [t
takes six to cight weeks to Zrow a viabje transplant, -
Who's Bugging vou?

For borers, mites, aphids, or scale, apply dormant ol
Spray such as “Sun Ol g trees, shrubs, eVergreens, roses
and the perenniaj border. Check the fabel for optimum
temperature conditions (usually, on 4 calm day when he
temperature js expected to be above 40° for throe days and
No rain is expected for 24 hours), Spray plants before leaf
buds opento avoid burning them, Note: Do ot 1150 oil spray
on sugar or Japanese maple, walnut, beech Or magnolia
trees,

Use insecticidal 50ap to control aphids on cool season
annuals and vegetable plants,

Apply Pre-emergence herbicides on established lawns
Or even newly planted sround cover and shygh beds to
control weeds, KjJf Spurweed and other winter weeds now,
before they have time to set seeds.
February Stock

.Outdoors: flowering almond, anjse Florida, arum, bridal
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The Arkansas Flower and Garden Show takes place at

2000 Arkansas Flower and Garde Show

11:30 Good Daylilies for Less Than $10. Clarence Crochet,

o T 1ev llle, La.
||1e tate'lOlIS z

Little Rock February 25, 26, and 27. Come visit the walk-

- inters
through butterfly house; check out all the gorgeous out- Norm Winte

door furniture and furnishings; buy lots of-plagts A bﬁg{ﬁs;
and other goodies; learn from the I}?cmres, an hg ome
with more ideas than you can ever implement this g
i on! g
mgl-{sgzis Friday and Saturday are 9 am. to 6 p.m. ?c?r !
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. General admission is $5, sen ors
‘ngr;mc{ children 6 to 12 $1. (When you're V\:’?l’kll‘l% S\r;len’t
éhi)w, you get in for free, so sign up now if you
0! * -
alrgiiyai%nr?l?gigt want to put some of your plants 1r11 tl:e
how. Competition is open to all amateur growers, as t?ile%
Zs réregistration is observed — all hortlculgure en
rnuI:);t be preregistered I:)equf'fe F?brueér())f nilni(t)ge il be on
Herticulture Classifica ion ! ’
hau:fc}l1 L:o accept preregistered entries from 7:00 a.m. unti
: .on February 24. ‘
532&?10(;2 inform;}t]ion and enl:r%/1 fnl)rmst (Egglt?g)tl 181_216 15*noa
t(501) 225-8877 or Beth Phelps a 01) 34
Wel{—elr;ii; t(he szthedule of lectures for the weekend:
i bruary 25 _ o
an;{blzgrez‘lh’gn Plants for Arkansns —The A r_km}sas S(tl( (_ t
Progr;;anx. Gerald Klingaman, Extension Horticulturis

Ornamentals.

Apple Spinach Salad
From Vivian Davis

2 (6 0z) pkg fresh baby spinach
2 Granny Smith apples, chopped
1/2 cup salted cashews
1/4 cup golden raisins
Dressing:
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup vegetable oil o
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
1/4 teaspoon celery salt

i

Combine ingredients for dressing, pour over first four ,‘

ingredients, and gently stir. Then enjoy!

Winter Holiday Party Recipes

i » Sontherit Gardes.
: ding New Plants for the S ard
o st E%(tension Horticulture Spemahst,

d, Miss. o ’
Ra}éﬂgréutterﬂies and Their Beartty. Jaret Daniels, Entomo

i iltant, Gainesville, Fla. N
log};&l) %1235; D?m vf Bamiboos int the Garden. Gordon Powell,

Ozark Bamboo Garden, Eureka Springs, Ark.

February 26 ] e -
Satll(l)l"gg{nﬁdsmpgg in Drifts of One. Tony Avent, Plants

. ! . C
Deillg%%ﬁile;:;fga}f ;%flj‘:'isfrrl Floter Br{’udir.rg‘ Progrim.
. KEViI"; Vaughn, Plant Bree.de.l' frs):n Lelajjnd‘, [\;11::_ peren.
1:00 Swrround Yourself with Shady C ,””t”;wl(.“:ltq i
nial Garden Plants for e Shade. Tony Avent, Plants

sery, Raleigh, N.C. o _ _
Nu;':[)}lf/\/i;mhfg Plant Contbinmations. Norm Winters, Exten

sion Horticulture Specialist, Raympnd, f\glsf-i..] o Dilight.
330 Flower Design and Buticrflics — Spring's Delig

Lou Cook, Arkansas Florist Association
il

ay February 27 . ‘ ‘ . of A
Surll'c(l]()y(:rmtiw g;umfm’r Gardening. Janet Carson, U. o
perative *nsion Service _ . o
COZP"(;SE;E;:?\/]IEJEE; Butterfly — Au International Traveler.
- ) E AT 3 Tat) o
Jim Edson, University of Arkansas, Monticello

Southern Pecan Pie
From Nell Stephens

3 eggs (well beaten)

1 cup Karo syrup

I cup sugar

[ cup pecans

2 tablespoonfuls butter (melted)

| teaspoonful vanilla
1/4 teaspoonful salt . |
Combine all ingredients and place in unbaked pastry

shell. .
Bake 45 minutes at 350 degrees.




In the cold of winter, gardeners are pouring over seed Mulching
catalogs, anticipating spring’s arrival. Most of us can’t

By Annette Hurley

Use less composted material asa mulch in beds. Even-

wait to get out in the yard and dig in the dirt. So make the tually, this material will break down even more, adding

best use of this dormant period
to get your soil in shape for the
growing season ahead.

Soil Rejuvenation

Start a soil rejuvenation program by
turning the compost pile and adding many
more layers of organic material that will
breakdown into a rich humus. Humus is
carbon-based and is a significant source of
soil and plant energy. Add manure to your pile
if it needs a jump-start.

If your compost pile has rotted, try to use the
material in your garden beds or, better yet, add
a thin layer to the lawn. The more humus in
your soil, the more disease-resistant and
drought-tolerant it becomes. Compost helps
improve soil faster than any other organic mate-
rial and can cure a number of diseases and prob-
lems.

Weeding

If you have weeds appearing, take note of what
they areand where they grow. They are there for
a reason. Most weeds such as henbit, chick-
weed, crabgrass, and onions are signs of a
calcium deficiency in the soil. Others repre-
sent deficiencies of elements such as mag-
nesium, which has a huge effect on pho-
tosynthesis. : |

Many times essential elements are in
the soil butunavailable to plants. Apply
a layer of calcium carbonate lime now.
This mineral will become more available
to the plants later in the spring.

The home of Pulaski County Master Gardener Virginia
Johnson will be featured Sunday, February 6, at 9 p.m. on
HGTV. The program is called “Restore America”, and Bob
Vila hosts the show.

Every Pulaski County Master Gardener can take pride
in our accomplishments during 1999. We learned much,
had lots of fun, traveled to some great gardens and nurser-
ies, and made our communities ever more beautiful.

- Wemade the media several times, and our gardens were
chosen as backdrops for many weddings, as well as for
photographs in various newspaper and magazines and

This prevents the blades of grass from being “ripped”. An
" unsharp blade can cause stress and may attract discases
and pests. Think of itas a cut on your skin — a tearorrip -

Congratulations, Master Gardeners!

many essential trace elements to the soil.

When using mulch, considera material that will break
down faster, such as mulched leaves and grass clippings,
shredded newspaper, pine needles, alfalfa hay, cottonseed
hulls, rice hulis, cedar chips (which also repel fleas) or
wheat straw. Hardwood bark is slow to break down and
doesn’t provide many nutrients to the plants. Peat moss
as a mulch is a bad choice too.

Mowing

As spring approaches and the lawn needs mowing, set
the mower to a low setting but donot scalp. Use a bagger if
possible, to pick up weeds and weed seeds.

It is very important that your mower blade be sharp.

. takes much longer to heal than a sharp cut. If a lawn
service mows for you, ask them to keep their blades sharp
and spray the blade with Lysol before mowing to kill

any diseases they may carry fromyard to yard.
Raise the height of the mower as the tem-
perature rises. By midsummer, the
grass blades should be about three
inches in height. This allows
for longer root systems that
can reach further into the soil
for water and nutrients and
will keep sunlight from germi-
nating weed seeds. It also
looks nicer and requires less

LA

[4 mowing.

Make the most of the warmer winter weather by prepar-
ing your lawn and garden for spring now. Happy over-
wintering — and don’t forget to feed the birds. #

for backgrounds in public service announcements.

Altogether, we put7,291 hours into our projects during
1999. We spent 5,016 hours learning more about garden-
ing (for those precious continuing education hours!). We
gave 2,054 hours to community outreach, and another
1,140 hours helping people when they called in to the
Cooperative Extension Office with their gardening ques-
tions. That's a total of 15,501 hours in just one year!

In strict volunteer hours (projects and telephone), that's
a total of 8,431 hours, up from around 7,000 in 1999. Now,
let's see what we can accomplish in the Year 20000 . #



Winter Organic ardenin

By Annette Hurley

In the cold of winter, gardeners are pouring over seed
catalogs, anticipating spring’s arrival. Most of us can’t
wait to get outin the yard and dig in the dirt. So make the
best use of this dormant period
to get your soil in shape for the
growing season ahead.

Seil Rejuvenation

Start a soil rejuvenation program by
turning the compost pile and adding many
more layers of organic material that will
breakdown into a rich humus. Humus is
carbon-based and is a significant source of
soil and plantenergy. Add manure to your pile
if it needs a jump-start.

If your compost pile has rotted, try to use the
material in your garden beds or, better yet, add
a thin layer to the lawn. The more humus in
your soil, the more disease-resistant and
drought-tolerant it becomes. Compost helps
improve soil faster than any other organic mate- ‘\

rial and can cure a number of diseases and prob- /
lems. %

Weeding

If you have weeds appearing, take note of what
they areand where they grow. They are there for
a reason. Most weeds such as henbit, chick-
weed, crabgrass, and onions are signs of a
calcium deficiency in the soil. Others repre-
sent deficiencies of elements such as mag-
nesiummn, which has a huge effect on pho-
tosynthesis.

Many times essential elements are in
the soil but unavailable to plants. Apply
a layer of calcium carbonate lime now.
This mineral will become more availabie
to the plants later in the spring,.

The home of Pulaski County Master Gardener Virginia
Johnson will be featured Sunday, February 6, at 9 p.m. on
HGTV. The program is called “Restore America”, and Bob
Vila hosts the show. -

Every Pulaski County Master Gardener can take pride
in our accomplishments during 1999. We learned much,
had lots of fun, traveled to some great gardens and nurser-
ies, and made our communities ever more beautiful.

We made the media several times, and our gardens were
chosen as backdrops for many weddings, as well as for
photographs in various newspaper and magazines and

~ Congratulations, Master Gardeners!

Mulching

Use less composted material as a mulch in beds. Even-

tually, this material will break down even more, adding
many essential trace elements to the soil.

When using mulch, consider a material that will break
down faster, such as mulched leaves and grass clippings,

shredded newspaper, pine needles, alfalfa hay, cottonseed

hulls, rice hulls, cedar chips (which also repel fleas) or

wheat straw. Hardwood bark is slow to break down and

doesn’t provide many nutrients to the plants. Peat moss
“as a mulch is a bad choice too,

Mowing

Asspring approaches and the lawn needs mowing, set
the mower toa low setting but do not scalp. Use a bagger if
possible, to pick up weeds and weed seeds.

It is very important that your mower blade be sharp.

This prevents the blades of grass from being “ripped”. An

unsharp blade can cause stress and may attract discases
and pests. Think of it as a cut on your skin — a tear or rip

service mows for you, ask them to keep their blades sharp
and spray the blade with Lysol before mowing to kill
any diseases they may carry from yard to yard.
Raise the height of the mower as the tem-
perature rises.” By midsummer, the
grass blades should be about three
inches in height. This allows
for longer root systems that
can reach further into the soil
for water and nutrients and
will keep sunlight from germi-
nating weed seeds. It also
looks nicer and requires less

\takes much longer to heal than a sharp cut. If a lawn

LM

[/ mowing.

Make the most of the warmer winter weather by prepar-
ing your lawn and garden for spring now. Happy over-
wintering — and don't forget to feed the birds. @

for backgrounds in public service announcements.

Altogether, we put 7,291 hours into our projects during
1999. We spent 5,016 hours learning more about garden-
ing (for those precious continuing education hours!). We
gave 2,054 hours to community outreach, and another
1,140 hours helping people when they called in to the
Cooperative Extension Office with their gardening ques-
tions. That's a total of 15,501 hours in just one year!

In strict volunteer hours (projects and telephone), that’s
a total of 8,431 hours, up from around 7,000 in 1999. Now,

let's see what we can accomplish in the Year 2000! o

Ladybugs |

By Julia Loyall

Besides being the delight of children, ladybug beetles
were harbingers of fine weather in France, :
of good luck in pioneer America, and of
marriage soon for European peasant
gitls. To farmers and green thumbers,
they truly bring good luck because of their
hearty appetite for aphids, mites, thrips, —rn
mealybugs, scale, potatobeetle =7 u
eggs and other soft-bodied
garden pests that destroy crops.

P When you eat a California

( say thank-you for ladybugs.
After the ™ Civil War, citrus trees in Califor-
nia were being wiped out by cushiony
cotton scale % imported accidentally from Australia.
[n 1888 entomologist Albert Koebele rioticed a small lady-
bug feeding on the scale in an Australian tree. The few
little lady beetles he sent to California happily ate the cit-
rus-growers back into business.

The world has perhaps 3,400 species of ladybugs (or
lady beetles), and Americahasabout350species.
Their li.ttle roundy .- <~ O broadly elliptical bod-
ies have small . heads almost hidden by
the elytra (hard « outer wings) that protect
the larger trans- parent wings folded
beneath.Color of the elytra may range
fromred to orange to orangey-yellow.

Short antennae have 11 segments and termi-
nate in a three-segment club. Chewing mouthparts have
spoon-shaped palps which help hold and taste the prey.
The characteristic black spots vary in number from two to
20. Some beetles have splotches of black or other colors, or

M

orange,

nospotsatall (Don'tconfuseladybugs with  =_ the
#

Mexican bean beetle, which is greenish L
vellow with 16 black spots, or the A /
squash beetle, which has 14. These are
leafeating varieties, and black sheep of the
Coccinellidne family.)

The ferale is ready to mate a few days after
becoming an adult. She lays two to 100 yellow eggs the
size of poppy seeds near a source of food.

Larvae are the size of a pinhead, and look like little
alligators with three pairs of relatively long legs. They turn
black with spots of bright colors, rest a day, and start eat-
ing insects (and each other) voraciously until they are so
fat their skin splits and sheds.

After the fourth g molt, an orange and
black pupa £1 - emerges which re-
sembles a lady- § bug with no legs,
usually hanging attached upside-
downunder a leaf or on bark or rock. The
adult breaks out in three to 15 days, light orange,
and minus spots at first. Tips of the flying wings stick out
as they dry, but are soon tucked in. Young adults remain
light-colored for months.

Adults may eat up to 100 aphids a day; larvae eat all
the time. Aphids taste sweet from the plant sap they have

-
-

been sucking. Ladybugs taste terrible and smell bad. When
disturbed, their leg joints leak a nasty vellow fluid. Few
creatures eat more than one. Ladvbugs also will feign death
for protection, and will run away from ants, which will
attack them. Anotherenemv is the parasitic fly, which bores
== into the adult, [arva, or egg to deposit her
' eggs, which consume the beetle as they
ZIOW. '
Few ladybugs survive to be a vear
old, but their extreme fertility is a great
advantage. (The protein from their in-
sect diet is necessary for egg laving.)

If you want ladybugs in your garden, ,
be careful with your own pest control. f
Mast pesticides used in the garden will
kill beneficials as well as undesirables; E__\-
Neem will kill only leaf-caters. :

When termperatures cool and few insects can be found,
ladybugs slow down and can survive the winter ina state
of dormancy.

A

-

Some ladybugs, like convergent lady beetles,
travel as much as a hundred miles to cool
mountains or forests, where they gather
in piles of millions for the winter.
Unable to move until temperatures rise,
= theysurvive onstored body fat. They are
sometimes collected from the dormant
piles for sale to garden supplicrs.

Not all ladybugs will leave for the mountains at
season’s end. They will congregate in tree bark, under boul-
ders, in piles of leaves, or in buildings if they can find a
way in. Check your screens! Offer your fadies a cozy spot
for hibernation in a pile of dead leaves, hay, straw or other
organic mulch around plants, rocks or a fence where there
are insects. .

Be sureif you buy mail-order beetles that they have been
tested for parasites, to avoid introducing the parasitic wasp
or fly into your garden. If pest insects have not yet
arrived in your garden, the package may be
refrigerated up to three weeks. The beeties
will be hungry and thirsty. If the weather
is dry, sprinkle your plants before the re- {
lease. Then turn out the newcomers in the “3%a&
evening, when itis calm and cool. Put a hand- %,
ful at the base of plants where there are insects?

To attract and keep these tiny helpers, plant flowers
with nectar and small blossoms: annuals such
as cosmos, 4y crimson clover, nasturtium, and

4

mari- a, golds; perennials such as an-
gelica, Qk common fennel, coreopsis,
golden- ¥ rod, tansy, butterfly weed, yar-
row, and roses; and vegetables such as

cucumbers, peppers, eggplant, and tomatoes: %

Ly e Y




Master Gardeners’ Plot For ebruary

By Libby Thalheimer
Cut back .
Cutback dwarf crape myrtles to within six inches of the Prune back b\ one-third to one-half tmpical blmuners
ground. Prune back larger crape myrtle shrubs only if thatare over-wintering indoors.
needed to maintain size or to remove suckers. Thintree  The Dirt ‘
forms every three to five years. Annual pruning of thzs Top dress roses with cottonseed and bone meal and
tree destroys its natural appearance. cover with a laver of compost er-rotted manure, Dehy-
Cut out all dead wood on broadleaf ever- drated manure will [imit nut grass and weed sceds.
greens, then any branches that turn in or Applv lime to lawns, if not done in December or
f)verlap in the center. Wherever you cut ’ e JanIUIATY,
is where the plant will thicken, so —— Fertilize troes with a
prune above a twig growing

light nitrogen fertilizer, it
tward, not above a leaf ; : o
gud . : not done in January.
ud. .

. ) ' Applv a slow-release
Remove undesir- fortilizer to annuals and
overwintering tropical

plants at the rate recom-

able limbs and tip
terminals on fruit trees
a];‘_d grapevines, ?1“‘31 mended on the label.
thin out crowae .
For The Birds
Provide fresh water near -
the birds’ shelter.

shoots.
To attract a variety of

Leave some of the
branches of fruit and

hirds, feed them suet,
cracked

berry trees for small ani-
corn,

mals to chew on.
SUun-
/ flow-
cr s

\\\\\\\\»

Cut back lateral
branches of black-
berries to one foot.

Mow or shear to

Remove  older
canes of blucberry
plants and spircas.

r
chopped
Fruits,

.7 , .o
four to six inches ] d("uﬁj]““ﬂ_‘»(g
winter-creeper eu- cornmeal ll)‘nlx(:L

i anut butte
onymus, Japanesc ( with pea er,
or plant barberry,
F Y

honeysuckle, En-
glish ivy, mondo
grass, monkey
grass, pachysan-

dra, pampas
grass,

beautyberry, coralberry,
cottoneaster, dogwood, haw-
thorn, holly, mahonia, possum
haw, and viburnum, whichall
provide fruits and berries in
a February landscape.

crown
vetchand The Hole Truth
Vinca Plant ball and burlap

trees and shrubs and bare-
root plant materials that are
still dormant. Soak the
roots in water overnight be-
tore planting.
T If you cannot

minor.

Shear to
six to wmight inches
santolina, lavender cotton, and
junipers.

Mid-February, prune rose _
bushes (hybrid teas 8" to 18", —— plant right
floribundas, and multifloras) ] ““;‘\; away, cover
to maintain their size : \_ the roots
and vigor. Prune ever- : . with moist
blooming climbers )
only to invigorate older plants and to
remove weak canes, not annually.

Do not prune forsythia or flowering quince until after
bloom.‘ See Plot, continied in next colutin

i ~ soil or com-
T 3
post and store in

a shady location. After the 15th of February is the best time
to plant roses, dogwood and broad-leaved evergreens, such




By Libbv Thalhei
Cut back i - efmer

Cut back dwarf crape myrtles to within six inches of the Prune back bv one-third to one-half tropical bloomers
ground. Prune back larger crape myrtle shrubs only if thatare over-wintering indoors. ‘
needed to maintain size or to remove suckers. Thin tree The Dirt
forms every three to five years. Annual pruning of this
tree destroys its natural appearance. o

Cut out all dead wood on broadleaf ever-
greens, then any branches that turn in or
overlap in thecenter. Wherever youcut

is where the plant will thicken, so
prune above a twig growing
outward, not above a leaf {

Top dress roses with cottonseed and bone meal and
cover with a laver of compost or rotted manure. Dehy-
drated manure will limit nut grass and weed seeds.

Apply lime to lawns, if not done in December or
———
v [ATUATY.
e 4 Seqy 0l

— Fertilize trees with a

bl - - - iy e

v light nitrogen fertilizer, if
not done in January.

Apply a slow-release
fertilizer to annuals and

/ overwintering tropical
plants at the rate recom-

bud. _

Remove undesir- g
able limbs and tip
terminals on fruit trees
and grapevines, and
thin out crowded

shoots. %
Leave some of the
branches of fruit and /
berry trees for small ani-
matls o chew on.
Remove older
canes of blucberry
plants and spircas.
Cut back lateral
branches of black-
berries to onge fool.
Mow or shear to
four to six inches
winter-creeper cu- /
onymus, Japanese '
honeysuckie, En-
glish ivy, mondo
grass, . monkey
grass, pachysan-
dra, pampas
grass,
CTrown

mended on the label.

For The Birds

N

the birds” shelter,
To attract a varicty of
I birds, feed them suet,

Z
' ﬁ/ ' > C‘mckcd

sun-
/ flow-
cros o,
chopped
fFruits,
doughnuts, or
cornmeal mixed
with peanut butter,
' or plant barberry,
beautyberry, coralberry,
cottoneaster, dogwood, haw-
thorn, holly, mahonia, possum
haw, and viburnum, which all
provide fruits and berries in
a February landscape.

vetchand The Hole Truth

Vinca - Plant ball and burlap

minor. trees and shrubs and bare-
Shear to

root plant materials that are
still dormant. Soak the
roots in water overnight be-
fore planting,

_— If you cannot
__-::-‘"_: plant right
‘\_1.‘._ away, cover
the roots

with moist
soil or com-

six to eight inches
santolina, iavender cotton, and
junipers.

Mid-February, prune rose
bushes (hybrid teas 8" to 18",
floribundas, and multifloras)
to maintain their size
and vigor. Prune ever-
blooming climbers :
only to invigorate older plants and to post and store in
remove weak canes, not annually_ a shady location. After the 15th of February is the best time

Do not prune forsythia or flowering quince until after ~ to plantroses, dogwood and broad-leaved evergreens, such
bloom,

O —

See Plot, continued in next column
. i

Provide fresh water near

Plot, continued from page 6 ‘

as magnolias and hollies. All newly planted or trans-
planted material should be watered in with “Superthrive”
or other root stimulator.

Make Your Bed!

For inspiration, plan on going to the Arkansas Flower
& Garden Show.

Design new gardens; start construction of raised beds,
borders, and planter boxes. ‘

Place orders for seeds, bare root roses, perennials, and
shrubs, to ensure availability.

Put out asparagus crowns and strawberry plants as
soon as the soil is workable.

For new planting sites, test soil to determine the proper

" amendments. For existing sites, amend soil with mulch,

compost, etc.

Sow What?

“Outdoors, sow broceoli, cabbage, candytuft, cornflow-
ers, larkspur, onion sets, English peas, phlox drummondi,
and seed potatoes,

Plant sunflowers to attract the natural-enemies of the
white fly.

In a cold frame, plant blue salvia, feverfew, lupine,
nicotiana, scabiosa, snapdragon, and verbena, as well as
cuttings of shrubs (put at least two buds underground).

Indoors at 65 to 75 degrees and six inches under artifi-
cial lights, sow annual flowers and vegetables. Keep the
lights on for 10-12 hours a day, and keep the soil maoist, bt
takes six to eight weeks to grow a viable transplant.
Who's Bugging You?

For borers, mites, aphids, or scale, apply dormant oil
spray such as “Sun Oil” to trees, shrubs, evergreens, roses
and the perennial border. Check the label for optimum
temperature conditions (usually, ona calm day when the
temperature is expected to be above 40 ° for three days and
no rain is expected for 24 hours). Spray plants before leaf
buds open to avoid burning them. Note: Do iot 1se il spray
on sugar or Japanese maple, walnut, beech or magnolia
trees.

Use insecticidal soap to control aphids on cool season
annuals and vegetable plants.

Apply pre-emergence herbicides on established lawns
or even newly planted ground cover and shrub beds to
control weeds. Kill spurweed and other winter weeds now,
before they have time to set seeds.

February Stock

Outdoors: flowering almond, anise Florida, arum, bridal
veil, camcllia, chionodoxa, crocus, daffodil, dogwood, for-
sythia, helleborus, hyacinth, iris (stylosas and reticulatas),
Carolina jasmine, kerria, loropetalum, Oriental magnolia,
muscari, pansies, phlox, primrose, pussy witlow, quince,
redbud, Scilla sibirica, snowdrops, Spiren Hunbergi, viola

- and violet.

Indoors: cyclamen, kalanchoe, orchids and pre-chilled
bulbs {hyacinths, paper-whites, and daffodils). Place cut
branches of a spring flowering shrub (such as forsythia,
fruit trees, Oriental magnolia, or quince) into one gallon of
warm water with two tablespoons of ammonia. Tightly
enclose the container and stems in a bag, You should have
spring blossoms weeks before they can flower outside.  «
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MG Officers and Cairs for 2000

Officers
President Martha Jones 663-2373
1st V.President Carolyn Newbern — 663-1222
2nd V, President Suellen Roberts 225-2362
Secretary Sandy Harrison 868-5145
Treasurer John Prather 663-2473
Past President  Connie RuthSmith  851-8234
Committee Chairs
Social Jane Druff 821-2531
Travel Paul McDonnell 224-9094
' Jean Motfett 221-3209
Newsletter Rose Hogan 374-9429
Cheryl Kennedy 753-8192
Sunshine Linda Dantzler 771-(0844
Arts Center Suellen Roberts 225-2362
Jim Campbell -666-0818
BRIHort. Debbie Cummings 834-7640
Therapy Sandi Kosowski 223-546
Cammack Ruth Owings 455-4344
Fruit Demo
Contemplation Lisa Mantle 851-4414
Garden :
County Julia Loyall 835-6810
Ext. Office  Joan Humphries — 280-9023
Governor's Aleta Newell 666-(1991
Mansion Claudia Stallings 666-1235
Greenhouse  Lois Corley 6:66-2498
Mary Evans 664-7863
Jacksonville Kathlene Cole 988-2109
City Hall _ .
Mt. Holly Sally Sanderson .. 664-7211
Alice Holcomb t o B66-7771
Old Mill Rochelle Greenwood  753-7853
Sue Anderson 771-2447
Old State Sylvia Orton 223-9098
House Bettye Jane Daugherty = 221-2865
Pinnacle Jeanne Lizar 835-5431
River Market Laura Anne Wilson 371-9993
Barbara Johnson 834-6144
State Judy Cass 834-7588
Ext. Office . .
State Hospital Rose Bradley 225-8429
Marian Berry 663-1693
Park Hill Peggy Gay 835-3684
Water Works Eddie Beasley 835-7501
War Memorial Bill Trimbie 223-3525
Write with your spade,
and gorden withr your pew.
~ Roy Complell




Work Day Set

The Old State House garden
committee has scheduled a regu-
lar work date. It will be the 1st
Thursday of each month. During
the winter, we'll start at 9 a.m.

We urge people to carpool be-
cause parking downtown is at a
premium.

" Everyone is welcome!

~Sylvia Orton, Chair

Low Profile

By Lynne Woods

T his
month’s fea-
tured gar-
dener is Lisa
Mantle, Lisa
has been
married for
15 years and
has two
dogs named
Sienna and
Elie. She en-
joys agility training with her dogs for
competition (check out their ribbons!).

If you haven't seen Lisa, I'm sure
you have seen her work. She is an ac-
complished artist, and contributes a
great deal to the “Master Minutes” —
all of our artwork comes from Lisa. She
says she isn't a writer, but what we
gain from her contribution speaks
louder than words.

So the next time you do see Lisa,
give hera pat on the back. My sources
tell me she is a very hard worker for
your “Master Minutes”.

In addition, she heads the team (for
the second year) that keeps the Con-
templation Garden at MacArthur Park
looking good:

Place of birth: Little Rock, Ark.

Master Gardener: Since 1995

My favorite plant: Anything with
vivid color that grows tall and a little
wild.

Twould never plant: Never say never.

One word to sum up my garden:
Colorfull

Master Gardener Projects: Contem-
plation Garden and the “Master

Minutes”. o

| DigIn Here....

Does a gardening/horticultural
problem have you stumped? These re-
sources can help you avoid the horns
of nearly any garden dilemma:

Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Service Office
2901 West Roosevelt Road
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204
340-6650
bphelps@uaex.edu

Arkansas Cooperative
Extension Service Office
2301 South University
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204
671-2000

Horticultural Hotline
340-6660

University of Arkansas
Cooperative Extension Service
Websile www.uaex.edu

Trading Post

By Frances Young

Mary Douglas, 225-2584, has
cleome, cypress vine seeds, and rose
campion seeds. She wants partridge-
berry.

Marie Jordan, 791-3209, wants
mondo grass or green liriope.

Cheryl Kennedy, 753-8192, has
blue larkspur,

Kathleen Wesson, 663- 9146 wants
hellebores.

Suzanne O'Donoghue, 661-9658,
has bearded iris.

Rita Johnson, 227-5393, has moon
flower seeds.

Marie Flickinger, 758-4202, wants
moon flower seeds.

Bonnie Cargile, 868-5404, has
moon bush seeds.

Pat Wallace, 753-8781, wants who-

_ever called her about hummingbird

plant seeds to please call again. She's
lost your number. %

Chair/Editor Rose Hogan
] Co-Chair/Layout Cheryl Kennedy
Art Lisa Hanson Mantle
Staff Debra Atencio
Claudia Barone
Lois Clifton
Mary Douglas
Ann Green

~ Cardinal John Henry Nerwnwtw

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newswarthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something about
vour cormunittee, this newsletter is your
opportunity to reach all Pulaski
Countv'Master Gardeners, _

Please provide yvour information to
us by the February MG meeting to see
your message in the March issue of
the newsletter, _

You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth Phelps,
Pulaski County Cooperative Exten-
ston Office, 2901 West Roosevelt Rd.,
Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the meeting date, Beth
may be able to add it to her [etter that
1s mailed with the newsletter. &

Master Minutes Staff — 2000

Lynda Harkenreader
Annette Hurley
Kathy Kohl

Julia Loyall

Gena Norris
Laurie Pierce
Ellen Rouch
Phyllis Rye

Libby Thalheimer
Linda Westergard
Laura Anne Wilson
Lynne Woods
Frances Young

Pulaski County Master Gardener Vol-
unteers are trained volunteers working
with the University of Arkansas Coop-
erative Extension Service and Pulaski
County Government to provide dem-
onstration gardens and horticulture-
related information to the residents of
the county. In 1999, these volunteers
gave more than 8,200 hours of service.

D

Elisabeth J. Phelps
County Extension Agent ~~ Agriculture
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Know Your Plants’ Drought-Resistance And Heat Tolerance

By Julia Loyall

The last two summers in Arkansas saw many favorite
trees and shrubs fall victim to stress of extreme heat and
lack of rain. When you shop for replacements, the Heat-
Zone Map classifications of the American Horticultural
Society can prevent future losses. The AHS book, Heat-
Zone Gardening, gives summer and winter hardiness zones
of many garden favorites.

Winter hardiness of plants is a familiar concept to gar-
deners. The U.S.Department of Agriculture Hardiness
Zone Map places most of Arkansas in Zone 7, meaning
that our average minimum temperature should not fail
below 0-10° F. A shrub labeled Zone 7 should survive our
winters unscathed with appropriate care, although you
may expect some spring to grieve over the demise of a
beautiful Zone 8 shrub which winters well in Louisiana.

We need to consider summer hardiness as well. Tem-
peratures over 86° F begin to damage plant cellular pro-
tein, just as temperatures of 45° begin to cause winter
damage, especially if water is lacking. The AHS Heat-
Zone Map divides the United States into 12 zones based
on the average yearly number of days of temperatures
above 86°. This puts most of Arkansas in Zone 8, because
our average number of days above 86° ranges from 90 to
120 days. When I go shopping for a replacement for the
30-year-old yaupon holly that died this summer, I need
to check that it will be hardy in Zone 7, which the tag will
probably tell me, and to research whether it will prosper
in Heat Zone 8. AHS expects plant tags to display Heat
Zone ratings soon, but in the meantime, I can check with
my nurseryman or a neighbor who has a specimen of the
shrub, or visit the library and check Heat-Zone Gardenting.

Another important consideration in making good plant
choices, besides cold and heat zones, is drought tolerance.
Summer water bills are escalating, and constant water-
ing eats up garden time. Furthermore, lack of water weak-
ens many plants so that they are more affected by ex-
tremes of heat and cold, and succumb more readily to
disease and insect attack. So Ineed to know how the new
shrub will bear up when I'm gone and the grandchildren
overlook it when they’re watering.

While many plant catalogs and gardening books in-
clude water needs in their plant descriptions, Heat-Zone
Gardening is a particularly valuable resource because it
gives drought-tolerance information as well as winter and
summer hardiness zones.

Anaother good book, Xeriscaping, lists drought-tolerant
plants for different regions of the country. Many areas

experience water shortages at present and are limiting
water usage for lawns and gardens. We have been fortu-
nate in Arkansas, but rationj.ng may lie ahead, especially
where population growth is rapidly making water
supplies inadequate. So introduction of native plants and
drought-tolerant non-natives into the landscape is
prudent now.

The AHS Heat-Zone classifications and the USDA Win-
ter-Hardiness Zones assume that you follow normal good
gardening practice, considering the sun, shade, soil, and
water needs of plants, and using mulch for water conser-
vation as appropriate. Of course it's wise not to stress
plants by transplanting or severe pruning during hot
weather, especially in July and August. It's also impor-
tant to read carefully labels on garden products about
temperatures for apphcatlon

Some plants wilt in strong midday sun, even though
their root area soil is moist. If they perk up in the cooler
evening, they don't need watering. In spite of being
drought-resistant, newly-planted shrubs need special at-
tention until their root systems are established: that could
take as much as two years. Watering deeply as needed
encourages root depth. However, established mature
drought-resistant shrubs will need little or no watering,
and some are even damaged by over-watering.

Here s a partial list of shrubs which should prosper in
our area. They are cold-hardy in Zone 7, summer-hardy
in Zone 8, and listed as drought-tolerant here, meaning
able to exist on natural rainfall or only occasional water-
ing. This list includes natives and non-natives. You w1]1
see many shrubby friends in this list.

Deciduous shrubs: barberry, beautyberry, boxwood,
crape myrtle, flowering quince, forsythia, peegee and
oakleaf hydrangea, ;
pPomegranate,
possumhaw holly,
spiraea x bumalda,
viburnum, vitex,
witch hazel, wisteria.

Evpergreen shrubs:
aucuba, autumn sage,
Camellia japonica, C.
sasanqua, cleyera,
dwarf Hinoki cypress,
glossy abelia, hollies,
Japanese and common
See Plants, continued on p. 8




March on Mondays, April 17-May 22 6-2 p.m. Cost $89. Call 666-
The 32nd Annual Jonquil Festival at Old Washington 0759 for registration. -
Historic Park will be held March 3-5, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. $2 for A Spring Organic Garden Workshop will be presented

April 21 at the Ozark Folk Center. For registration infor-
mation call (870} 269-3851.

A new course, Garden Wildlife Habitat, will be taught
by Mary Evans on Saturday April 22, from 9-11 a.m. Cost
is $20. For registration information call 666-0759..

An Ozark Folk Center Garden Workshop:
Propagation and Seed will be presented on April
22 and again on April 27. For registra-
tion information call (870) 269-3851.
~ Arkansas Master Gardeners will

gather at Fairfield Bay April 24-25 for

parking. (870) 983-2660.

John Beneke will teach Landscape
Fundamentals Mondays March
6 - April 10, 6-8 pm or
Wednesdays March
8-April 12, 9-11 &
a.m. Cost $89. For /
registration infor-
mation, call 666- /4
0759.

The Ozark
Folk Center the annual meeting. Call 340-6650 or
will sponsor a 671-2000 for more information.

On April 26 there will be an Organic
- Container Herb Garden Workshop at Ozark
Folk Center. Call (870) 269-3851.

May

Another new course by Mary Evans will
be taught Saturday, May 6 from 9 - 11 a. m.
The cost for the Patio & Coniainer Gardening
course is $20. Call 666-0759 for registration.

Master Gardener Meeting, May 9, 11:30
a.m., state extension office. 340-6650,

Ozark Spring Herb Extravaganza: Two days
of seminars, tours, and herb vendors will be
at the Ozark Folk Center May 12-13. For in-
formation call (870) 269-3851.

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 310 W. 17th
Street, will host its annual Flower Show May
12-14. The featured speaker will be P. Allen
Smith.

The Southeast Regional Master Gardener
Meeting will be held in Tifton, Ga., May 14-
17. Cail Beth at 340-6650 for more information.

A Spring Landscape Tour will be led by John
Beneke on Saturday May 20 from 9 a.m. until
noon. The cost is $29. Call 666-0759 to make

Medicinal Herb Seminar
March11,9a.m.-5p.m. Pre- \
registration is required (870)
269-3851.

Perennial Border Gardens will be taught by Mary
Evans on Tuesdays, March 14-April 18 from 9-11
a.m. or Tuesdays, March 14-April 18 from 6-8 p.m.
Cost $89. For registration information, call 666-0759.

Master Gardener Meeting, March 14, 11:30 a.m.,
state extension office. 340-6650.

Four Seasons Gardening will be taught on Saturday
March 11 from 9-11 a.m. by Mary Evans. Cost $20. Call
666-0759 for registration information.

April

Organic Greenhouse Progressive Workshops, Levels I,
IL, I, & IV, will be held at the Ozark Folk Center April
5-8. For registration information call (870} 269-3851.

“Dallas Blooms” is the theme for a Master Gardener
Tour by the Pulaski County Master Gardeners and
Kruger Tours April 7-9 to the Dallas Arboretum. The cost
is $399 for double occupancy. Call Kruger Tours at (501)
224-8747.

~ Mary Evans will teach Soil Preparation on Saturday
April 8 from 9-11 a.m. The cost is $20. Call 666-0759 for

/

registration information. 1 g reservations. :
Master Gardener Meeting, April 11, 11:30 a.m., state Garden Glory Days will include garden tours,
extension office. 340-6650. demos, and teas May 26 - June 3 at the Ozark
Landscape Construction will be taught by John Beneke Folk Center. Call (870) 269-3851 for details. o
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By Libby Thalheimer

Cut Backs

When in doubt, don't! However, it is always safe to
cut out diseased or dead wood. Cut woody shrubs, such
as glossy abelia, acuba, euonymus, hollies, privet,
pittosporum, and St.Johnswort, above a twig turning
outward, not above a leaf bud. Wherever you
cut, the shrub will thicken. Cut back
beautyberry, butter- £ N flybush, Clema-
tis (‘“Comtesse de / Bouchard’,

‘Crimson Star’, Henvyi,
Jackmanii, J.rubra, J.
superba, \ N Lanuginosa
candida, ~~ ‘Nell Moser’,

‘Ramona’ and ‘The President’),
and bush ) i roses to within about 1 to 2
feet of YRt RS the ground.

Cut 2 ¥ out one-third of the oldest
wood to %l\‘ the ground of forsythia, hibis-

cus, florist hydrangea, oakleaf hydrangea, peegee hydran-
gea, nandina, and summer-blooming spireas. Prune wist-
eria roots about 2 feet from main trunk. Prune shrub
althea, crape myrtle, and mimosa according to desired
form.

Cut back ivy hard, whether on a wall or as a
groundcover. _

Dethatch warm season grasses (Bermuda, Centipede,
St. Augustine, and Zoysia). Mow Bermuda at 1inch. Mow
Centipede, 5t. Augustine and Zoysia at 1.5 inches. Mow
Bluegrass, Fescue, and Rye at 2 to 3 inches.
DigIn

March is the best month to move crape myrtles. Plant
balled and burlapped flowering cherry trees and roses
before they break dormancy. Flowering
shrubs may be moved with a ball of
dirt. Small plants may be moved

bare-rooted.

R epot houseplants.
Iry rooting some cuf-
tings from aza- l}\!r\leas, camel-
lias, carna- ~ tions, chry-
santhe- mums, shasta dai-

sies, hollies,
flowering % )\ shrubs.

Divide ¥ AP cstablished perennials,
and replant ‘%h\\@ /inan enlarged area to pre-
vent crowding. If planting the divisions in the
same site, add organic matter and fertilizer before replant-
ing.

gPlant perennial seedlings at their proper depth now
for maximum root establish-ment. Pull or cut away
sprouts of lilac and forsythia and transplant.

Plant arugula, one-year-old asparagus crowns, beet
seedlings, broccoli plants, cauliflower seedlings, clema-
tis vines, ferns, gladicli corms (plant at two-week inter-
vals for extended blooming), horseradish crowns,
kolhrabi seedlings, leek seedlings, regal lilies, onion trans-

I pinks, roses, and other-

plants, pansy seedlings, potato seed pieces, thubarb roots,
tuberoses, and zephyranthes lilies. Be sure to water in
new plantings, and then cover with mulch.

Fertile Ground

Fertilize all in the garden {except acid-loving plants
and iris), including cool season grasses (Rye, Fescue, and
Bluegrass), and houseplants. If you use a chemical fertil-
izer, be sure to combine it with plenty of hu-
mus, or composted \y manure. Using

chemical fertilizers =+ 7 without any or-
ganic amend- é@@ { ments  will
eventually A burn up every-
thing living % . in your garden.
Apply su- . er-phosphate
orP F )l;one \ . K ﬁwalp to tlzﬂips
and daffo- S5 v dils; aluminum sul-
fate to > j gardenias; wood ashes to
peonies; Jiﬁb%{ Eme to clematis and ivy. Re-
plenish § \") mulch in beds and borders.
%\‘@ / Sow What?
In a hot house, cold frame, or in a bright

window indoors, sow brussel sprouts, chard, cucumber,
nicotiana, peas, pepper, scabiosa, summer squash, tomato
seeds and verbena.

The annuals, alyssum, calendulas, carrots, collards,
sweet corn kernels, dianthus, kale, lettuce, lobelia, mus-
tard greens, parsnip, sweet peas, pansies, radish, snap-
dragons, and turnip seeds can be planted outside now.
Who's Bugging You?

To prevent thrips on gladioli, scak corms for three
hours in a solution of 1% table- spoons of Lysol
to a gallon of water before \planting :

Apply pre-emergenther- bicide on
all grasses. Apply fungi- cide on
cool-season grasses { (blue-
grass, fescue, and rye) to
control brown patch or
dollar spot. If fungus
has been a problem

on red-tip \v photinia, re-
m o v e mulch, apply fresh
mulch, and ! spray with Daconil,

Funginex, “agie or Bordeaux now and

again in 2§ ?_/ weeks. (Consider replac-
ing with an / alternate evergreen
planting.) Ap- ply final dormant oil spray
for roses.
March Bloom

Anise Florida, azaleas, camellias, chionodoxa,
crabapples, daffodils, forsythia, hyacinths, early iris, Caro-
lina jessamine, kerria, magnolia stellata, maple, mertensia,
muscari, myosotis, oxalis, pansies, flowering peach, pearl
bush, phlox subulata, photinia, English primrose, quince,
redbud, spirea, tulips, Viburnum burkwoodii, violets,
wisteria, and woodbine. : o



By Kathy Kohl

Spring has just about sprung and we're all itchin’ to
get to diggin’. There were some great work days in Feb-
ruary and, judging from all the inspired ideas and sug-
gestions that have been passed along this month,
everybody’s mind is in the garden!

Slugging It Out

A Master Gardener suggests that putting cedar chips
around hostas will keep those pesky ravenous slugs away.

Traps work great, too. |
Place two wet clay pots
upside down, one inside
the other, a large and a
small one, and after a
couple of days and
nights there should be
lots of slugs trapped un-
der the pots.

Dorothy Veirs thinks it
a good idea to encourage
toads to take up house-
keeping in your yard, as they
find these slimy garden pests
to be delightfuily tasty morsels
and will also eat bugs galore all
summer. Just don't spray, and
be sure they have a water
source to enjoy.

It's Sowin’ Time Again

Lynda Harkenreader re-
minds us to start tomato seeds
six to eight weeks before time
to put them out — so we
should get busy. Who among
usisn’t ready for a home grown
‘matar? Lynda also recom-
mends that we home gardeners \ ” ‘
practice crop rotation, just as the L
farmers do, to prevent soil deple-
tion and recurring diseases.

Gardeners are also masters at re-
cycling, and Cecelia Buck has agreat idea for
those sandwich containers with the clear plastic lids.
She starts seeds in them, using peat pellets for soil. It stays
nice and moist inside, giving the seeds the perfect envi-
ronment for germination. Cecelia has good luck starting
many of those hard-to-find plants by placing her seed
starters 4 inches under a florescent light.

And speaking of recycling in the garden, Bonnie
Cargile says don't forget those pantyhose when youneed
garden ties. Just cut them in strips and have them ready
when all those plump, juicy tomatoes cause your plants
to droop.

And More Good Information
A conscientious gardener tells us to always remember
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to turn our garden tools pointed-side down to help pre-
vent those garden accidents.

Annette Hurley went to the doctor for a tetnus shot
after being bitten by an animal. The doctor said that he
gives many tetnus shots to gardeners for puncture
wounds which happen in the garden. So be careful. Keep
your tetanus immunization up to date.

And this mild winter has encouraged an early crop of
weeds so better get started pulling, digging, and spray-
ing them before they geta chance to set seed. Garden.com
recommends using a bottomless pot or coffee can to ap-
 ply herbicide directly to weeds.

Anyone interested in tree ordinances

or landscape ordinances of the City of

Little Rock can call Mary Douglas at
225-2584. There is a citizen-based
action committee working to pass
the ordinances developed by the
Land Alteration and Landscape Re-
view Task Force over the past year.

By The Light Of The Moon

The Lunar Gardening Guide
suggests the following dates for
¥/ gardening in the month of March:

Plant root crops March 1-5,19-

31

Above . ground crops
March 6 - 18 '
Flowers and transplant-
ing March 9, 10, 13, 14, 22
Prune March 11, 12, 17,
27,28

New Kids On The
Block
Shalah Brummett will
no longer be writing the
“What Works!” column
and has passed the pen
on to three November
Master Gardener
graduates:  Lynda
~ Harkreader, Mary Dou-
glas, and me, Kathy Kohl. .
Shalah is a hard act to follow, and it takes three of
us to pick up where she is leaving off. We're calling on
our sister and brother Master Gardeners to pass along
gardening tips, short cuts, successes as well as failures,
any bits of information you pick up from friends or maga-
zines, or something you see on TV or learn at a nursery,
(you get the idea) so we can share it in “What Works!”
Send e-mail to kkohl2@juno.com or drop us a note in
care of Kathy Kohl, Post Office Box 250524, Little Rock,
Arkansas 72225-0524. Don't know how to put it in writ-
ing? Call me! 376-4552 or Beth at 340-6650. @



By Debra Atencio

the right plant for your garden or learn how to design a
specific type of garden, this is the menu to select.

Our Community
The Our Community category is the place to access the
Garden doctor, which provides answers to an array of
plant problems. You can also chat 24 hours a day with
flother gardeners. The site has a gardener’s forum that
#" allows you to showcase photos of your own garden, ask

other gardeners for advice, or trade gardening secrets.
\ If you like to discuss gardening, this is an excellent way

to communicate with gardeners worldwide.

\ Magazine

The last category, Magazine, is the place to get
detailed, step-by-step instructions on how to do

gardening basics like drying herbs, transplant-
ing trees, pruning, etc. The list goes on
and on and is organized by sea-
son. This category also includes an
editor’s page, article search, glos-
sary, and a Garden.com library. If
you like to learn and do research,
this is the category for youw.

¥f you don't have internet access,
you cant subscribe to the magazine or
order products by calling their toll-free
number, 1-800-466-8142, any time between

Garden.com is a lovely and informative site to visit.
Its home page and subsequent pages are colorful and
easy to navigate. The site is organized by four cat-
egories: Shop, Design a Garden, Our Community, and
Magazine. The left side of the home page’has\
search engines that can take you directly to your
area of interest without drilling through the four
categories. The rest of the page displays highlights
from their Garden Escape magazine and what’s
new and on sale at the site. /
Shop L

Under Shop, Garden.com offers over 20,000 =
products that range from seeds, bulbs, trees, shrubs, gar-
den furniture, books, garden tools, and gifts that can be
shipped by mail. Garden.com buys plants from nurseries
that specialize in just one type of plant. And there is a
detailed profile on each of their suppliers. Garden.com'’s
plants are guaranteed or your money back. If you like
shopping online, this is the store for your garden and
gift needs.

Design A Garden

Under Design a Garden, there’s a plant finder
that will allow you to find the right plant for ¢
your zone and sun exposure. Garden.com al- #
lows you to download its garden planner soft-
ware to your PC for free. There is a short tutorial
that will teach you how to use the software. If you 8:00am and 1:00am (EST), seven days a week.
are not into designing from scratch, Garden.com #¥®  This gardener gives Garden.com an enthusiastic green
offers predesigned garden plans. If you want to find thumbs up! o

)




Hints And Tips From The Current Literature

Nitrogen Cycle

Plants can’t use nitrogen directly from the atmosphere.
Nitrogen is made available to plants via the nitrogen cycle,
a complex system in which nitrogen is converted to the
nitrates plants can absorb. These nitrates eventually re-
convert into gaseous nitrogen and return to the atmo-
sphere. The cycle is an amalgam of related tasks, many of
which are carried out underground by microorganisms.

In the cycle s first phase called nitrogen fixation, nitro-
genin the air in soil pores is metabolized by bacteria and
released as ammonia.

A second method of producing ammonia, called am-
monification, is carried out by different soil bacteria. Am-
monification releases nitrogen by breaking open cells in
the s0il’s organic matter and converting the nitrogen in
the cell proteins to ammonia.

The next phase of the nitrogen cycle is nitrification,
which consists of two parts. The first is the conversion of
ammonium to nitrite by bacteria. The second part is the
conversion of the nitrite to nitrate, again done by bacte-
ria of a different genus. Thus the nitrate can be absorbed
by plants, and frees hydrogen ions.

Anaerobic microbes, which complete the nitrogen
cycle, use nitrite and nitrates as a source of oxygen, re-
sulting in the release of gaseous nitrogen back into the
atmosphere.

Some plants have unique means of gefting nitrogen.
The best known are members of the legume family. A
bacterium lives in the nodules on the roots and converts
gaseous nitrogen to nitrates.

Gardeners use these legumes to build the 5011
nitrogen. It is important to remember that you can apply
to your soil the organic material needed for the nitrogen
cycle.

Y Taunton’s Kitchen Gardener, October/November 1992
Damping-Off Disease

There are several fungi that cause damping-off disease
of seedlings. These plant pathogens live in garden soil
but also live on potting benches, seed containers, plant-
ing soil, and on the floor. Seeds sown indoors and those
planted outside are both susceptible.

Damping-off can strike in three ways: before germina-
tion, the seeds turn dark and mushy; the first root from
germinating seed becomes infected and the plant dies; or
it harms the new seedlings at or near the soil line, caus-
mg the stems to shrivel and the seedlings to topple. There
is no treatment for infected seedlings.

So be patient and wait until the outside soil warms.
Then sow thinly, and thin new seedlings as they emerge.
Indoors, sterilize the surface of tools, containers, and work
surfaces with a mixture of 1 part household bleach and 9
parts water. Use pasturized seed-starting mix (you can
do it yourself too).

To treat your own seeds, place a quantity of fungicide
the size of two match heads in a seed packet. Seal the
packet shake, and sow the seeds directly from the packet.

Rebecca’s Garden, March 2000

Plant Viruses
Viruses are too small to be seen, even with a micro-
scope, but they can stunt growth, cause mosaic, and cause

. fruit to be deformed and mottled. They can significantly

reduce yield.

Some viruses infect only plants of a single family;
others infect a wide variety of plants. In most cases, it is
impossible to diagnose the specific virus by observiing
symptoms, which often mimic other plant problems.

Viruses cannot move or enter plant cells on their own.
They enter through a wound, which can be tiny. A
routine gardening task can spread the virus. Humans,

~ common garden insects, and nematodes can transfer the

virus to the plant. Weeds can also carry many common
viruses. Once inside the plant, the virus reproduces and
spreads throughout the plant.

Viruses attack only the cells of their host plant. They
have little effect on the health of people or animals, but
all plants are susceptible to a long list of these pathogens.
It is important to inspect new transplants or seedlings
for these signs of viral infections: stunted growth, yel-
lowed leaves, or a mosaic pattern on the leaves. Suspi-
cious plants should be removed.

Recent advances have made testing plant material for
viruses faster and more accurate. Many companies offer
seeds and propagative parts that are certified virus-free.
Seed catalogs offer cultivars with genetic resistance to the
troublesome viruses.

Buying virus-free seeds and propagation parts, weed-
ing, and removing suspicious plants early in the year are
usually sufficient to keep viral disease at bay.

Taunton's Kitchen Gardener, February/Mar 2000

Pruning Vines

Pruning at the right time and for the right reason will
optimize any vine's performance. A general rule is that
spring-blooming vines should be pruned just after bloom-
ing, whereas summer and fall bloomers are pruned the
following spring right before bud-break.

Prune vines to control growth, encourage flowering,
or provide better air circulation. When the vine has
reached the desired height and width, most pruning will
be done to control growth to the limits you have set.

Specific directions are given for pruning clematis, trum-
pet vine, honeysuckle, climbing hydrangea, and Virginia
creeper.

Better Homes and Gardens Special Interest Publications
Perennials, Spring 2000



A Celebration of Heirloom Vegetables is about growing,
harvesting, saving the seeds, the variety, and cooking old-
time varieties. Yepsen has found sources of forgotten
strains from backyard seed sources. He brings back these
lost varieties with stories of how they were rescued.

We are reminded of the time when every home had a
garden and every seed was a treasury of genetic infor-
mation. Yepsen calls seed saving “the international move-
ment you can join with nothing but a shovel, a packet of
seed, and good intentions.”

Once you have become hooked on seed saving, you'll
then want Yepsen's advice on sprouting and harvesting
each variety. His advice comes first-hand because most
vegetables he's depicted were grown on his Pennsylva-
nia farm, where he lives with his wife and children.

He emphasizes ways to keep genetic lines pure, how
to collect the seeds, and how to pollinate plants. Along
with growing old-time varieties comes the traditional
culinary uses. There are more than 60 recipes borrowed
from families who have passed them from one genera-
tion to another. As with any creative craft, recipes are
meant to be tampered with. By tampering, we gather con-
fidence and, over time, can hope to arrive at a personal

style.

These heirloom vegetables are all varieties that nature
alone has produced, untouched by genetic science and
modern technology. More than 50 full-color illustrations
show these varieties, from the ugly to startlingly beauti-
ful.

And I must mention the Hybrid Controversary. These
plants yield seeds that don’t work. Some are sterile, oth-
ers produce offspring that don’t look like the parent and
almost certainly are inferior to it.

Heirloom gardening is delightful to the eye. Itis also a
wonderful way to bring a bit of our grandparents’ living
legacy to our table today. A garden is an unusual meet-
ing place, right in our backyard, between us and other
people and other times. B

In the Sources section, Yepsen lists the places and ad-
dresses where heirloom vegetable seeds can be purchased
and the type of seed the source has. Sometimes seed can
be found in your regular seed catalog, usually in an heir-
loom section. There are, also, some organizations like Seed
Saver Exchange and Seeds of Diversity, which have a
published inventory.

By contacting these sources it is possible to bring to
our tables a variety of foods which are not in our local
food stores or markets. #

Birds Versus People: The Strawberry Competition

Most of us like to see birds in and around our gardens. But once in
a while they become too numerous and compete with us for what we
eat. Chances are you're frustrated about how to keep them out of your
strawberries, so here are a few tips to help you even the odds.

Birds are difficult to control because they are extremely mobile. If
you scare themfrom one area, they'ill congregate in another. If your
neighbor scares them, they may fly back to your patch. They often
develop a movement pattern that takes them from one feeding area to
another throughout the day. And you can’t just stand there and flap
your arms at them. When the birds find out you can’t run fast enough
to catch them, they’ll just stay out of your reach.

Miscellaneous Contraptions

Sorme people use scarecrows, but, after a few days they become
roosts for every bird in the neighborhood. Somewhat more effective
are rubber snakes, plastic owls, eye balloons, flapping wooden ducks,
noise-making “clickers”, and devices that imitate squawking birds.
Aluminum pie plates susspended by a string or wire above the plants
in such manner that they twist and turn in the breeze can be some-
what successful in keeping birds away. However, these must be moved
regularly and interchanged with other devices, otherwise the birds

become used to them and take over the garden again, Other repelling
devices, like ultrasonics, aren’t proven in the field. You would be bet-
ter off to stay away from this equipment and use the money you save
to buy fresh-picked strawberries from a farmers’ market.

Netting

Protective netting, properly installed, does a good job of keeping
birds out of small strawberry plots. It is inexpensive and easy to in-
stall. It does, however, make picking somewhat cumbersome. The net-
ting mesh must be 1/4 inch in diameter or smaller, without any holes.
Secure all the edges to the ground. You may have to pile loose soil
over the netting to keep birds from working their way underneath.
Suspend the netting above and away from the edges of the planis.
Otherwise, birds will walk across the plants and harvest the fruit
through the netting’s mesh.
Mylar Tape

Another solution, particularly for larger plants, is mylar tape. This
“bird tape” is 1/2 inch wide mylar with red- and silver-coated reflec-
tive surfaces. If set up properly, it is the least expensive, most effective

See Birds, continued on page 8



Master Gardener Alert!

Project Workdays

The Old State House regular work
date is at 9 a.m. on the 1st Thursday
of each month.

The Governor's Mansion project
meets every Thursday at 9 a.m.

The Old Mill regular work dates
are the 1st and last Tuesday of each
month at 9 a.m. starting in March.

There will be a cleanup day at Pin-
nacle State Park in March.

For more information call the
County Extension Office, 340-6650.

Master Minutes

Thereis a complete bound set, Vol-
umes 1-10, of the Master Minutes in
the Master Gardener Library. Current
volume issues are being placed there
also, in a black temporary Acco
binder.

Travel

Watch for announcements of trips
to a prairie garden, to Memphis, and
a fall trip to Eureka Springs.
Meeting Information

If you're interested in the South-
east Regional Meeting in May, call
Beth at 340-6650 for the list of
speakers. . - @

Trading Post

By Frances Young

Carolyn Goettsch, 835-8522, has
green liriope.

Dolores LeCompte, 664-4795,
wants a dwarf lemon tree.

Lisa Booth, 455-4593, wants bam-
boo cuttings and shade ground
covers.

Jan King, 758-3446, has butterfly
bush.

Trudy Goolsby, 835-5068, has Ker-
ria japonica (yellow rose of Texas).

Anita Chamberlin, 758-1959, has
green, clumping liriope.

Lois Clifton, 753-6498, has althea
— white with red center.

Debra Atencio, 377-4141 or 224-
2439, wants butterfly bush.

Nell Stephens, 225-3484, has

Birds, continued from page 7
way to scare off bixds. ’

To set it up, drive a stout stake in the
ground at the end of each row on each side of
the plants, One stake between rows is enough
if the rows are close. Tie a cord or string around
each stake 3 or 4 inches above the ground.
Leave 6 to 8 inches of free cord at both ends.

Attach a short piece of fiberglass strapping
tape to the end of the bird tape so that the ends
are stuck together, but leave an open loop in
the strapping tape. Run the string through this
loop. Stretch the bird tape out tightly to the
next stake. (The stakes should be less that 30
feet apart.) Stick another length of strapping
tape to this end, twist the mylar three or four
times, and tie the string or cord through the
loop. The tape should sag slightly but should

not be less than 3 inches or more than 3 inches -

from the ground. It also should not touch the
plants. If it does, either move the stakes away
from the plants a few inches or remove some
of the leaves. The tape should move freely.
When a breeze or slight wind blows, it will
flash in the sun.

Mylar tape is strong, but it quickly breaks
where it is knotted or is wrapped around a
hard object, like the stakes. Tying them to the
stakes or string doesn’t work, but the fiber-
glass strapping tape holds well and does not
stress the mylar. The string or cord lets the
mylar freely rotate in the wind, scaring off the
birds with a fantastic display of flashing red
and silver light.

Don't use bird tape as streamer or string it
across the tops of the planis, it is useless this
way. Birds feed between the rows. If you don’t
believe it, sit in your garden and watch the
birds for 15 or 20 minutes. Most will fly into
the strawberry patch, land on the ground be-
tween the plants and eat the ripe strawberries
from there. Tape strung above the plants only
alters their flight path a little.

Bird tape must be constantly monitored
and repaired or replaced if necessary. If it
stretches out, retighten it. When plant leaves
grow and interfere with the fape’s movement,
trim them. You must replace bird tape that has
been out in the sun more than 6 weeks, be-
cause the red and silver coating wears off.

This information is faken from Washington
State University Cooperative Extension Publica-
tion EBI1641.If you cannot locate the mylar tape
(tradename Birdscare Flash-Tape) locally, contact
Modern Agri-Products, 322 Main St., Lynden,

A —
Plants, continued from page 1
boxwood, junipers, loropetalum,
mahonia, nandina, pittosporum
(Japanese), pyracantha, sumac (fra-
grant) ‘Gro-Low’, Viburnum ‘Es-
kimo’, wax myrtle (or bayberry), win-
tergreen barberry, winter jasmine,
yew, and yucca.

And don’t forget, when you're
planning, how striking an accent a
beautiful ornamental grass canbe! «
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Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the-March MG meeting to see
your message in the April issue of the
newsletter.

You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the meeting date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. a
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- Scented-Leaf Geraniums
Add Spice To Your Garden

By Debra Atencio

Background

The scented-leaf geranium is from the
family Geraniaceae, genus Pelargonium. This
wonderful plant originated in South Af-
rica and was brought to America by sail-
ors in the 17th century.

Itwas popular with the Victorians, who
planted these fragrant plants in window
boxes, container pots, and landscape gar-
dens. However, the Victorians only had
access to the lemon and rose geranium
species.

Forgotten for awhile, these geraniums
are popular again, but this time in a vari-
ety of scents.

Characteristics

This plant grows tiny flowers that come
in white, pink, red, and purple shades.
Although it lacks showy flowers, it more
than compensates with its incredible
aroma and beautiful foliage. The leaves
can be lobed, finely cut, furry, or coarse.
Leaf colors range from dark to light and
can be variegated. Different species grow
from a few inches to several feet. But the
most spectacular property of this plant is
its aroma, which is released by sunlight, a
touch of hand, a rain shower, or a breeze.

For a rose scent, plant ‘Old Fashioned
Rose’, ‘Rober’s Lemon Rose’, ‘Chicago
Rose’, ‘Attar of Roses’, or ‘Silver Leaf
Rose’. For citrus aromas, try “Citrus Rose’,

‘Dwarf Lemon’, ‘GrapeFruit’,
‘Lemon Crispum’, ‘Fingerbow!’, or
‘Big Lemon’. For a mint smell, plant
‘Staghorn Peppermint’. For spice
aromas, try ‘Nutmeg’, ‘Golden Nut-
meg’, and ‘Old Spice’,

And because these plants have
wonderful aromas, they are excellent
to use in potpourris, teas, baking, and
flavoring sugars. To flavor a cake,
line the cake pan with leaves. Pour
batter over leaves and bake. Remove
the leaves before frosting the cake or

“serving.

For flavoring sugars, use only
healthy leaves (no brown spots).
Rinse and dry thoroughly. Layer the
sugar and leaves in a clean jar. Start-
ing with the sugar, pour in about two
inches of sugar then layer with a leaf.
Keep alternating the sugar and leaf
until jar is full. Seal tightly and store
in a cool dry place for a few weeks
to allow the fragrance to permeate
the sugar. This makes a wonderful
homemade gift.

Outside Care

‘Scented-leafed Geraniums’ are
tender perennials so they need to be
planted outside after any danger of

See Gerantums, continued on page 7
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April

Little Rock Council of Garden Clubs, Inc. Plant Sale Ex-
travaganza 2000, Saturday, April 1 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p-m. at 1501 Kavanaugh Blvd. Flants and other related
items. Lunch from 11:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. Costs $5.

Organic Greenhouse Progressive Workshops, Levels I, II,
III, & IV will be held at the Ozark Folk Center April 5-8.
For registration information call (870) 269-3851.

“Dallas Blooms” is the theme for a Master Gardener
Tourby the Pulaski County Master Gardeners and Kruger
Tours April 7-9 to the Dallas Arboretum. The cost is $399
for double occupancy. Call Kruger Tours at (501) 224-8747.

Second Annual Arkansas Unit Herb Society of America
Plant Sale, “Celebrating Herbs”, Saturday, April 8 from 7:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m., will be held at the River Market.

Mary Evans will teach Soil Preparation
on Saturday, Apnl 8 from 9-

11 a.m. The cost is $20. Call o
666-075% for registration infor-
mation.

Master Gardener Meeting, April
11, 11:30 a.m., state extension office.
340-6650.

The North Central Arkansas Afri- =
can Violet Society will have an
AVSA-judged show and sale
Saturday, April 15 from 9:00
am. -4 p.m. at the Jackson-
ville Community Center.
New this year will be a
potting demonstration and
for plants and a tabletop
formation, call 982-4171.

John Beneke will teach Landscape Construction on Mon-
days, April 17-May 22, 6-9 p.m. Cost $89. Call 666-0759
for registration.

City Planning Commissioners Hearing on Land Alfer-
ation and Landscape Ordinance Draft, April 13, 4:30 p.m. at
City Hall.

Pulaski County Master Gardeners Tour April 13 to
Faulkner County. For information on the schedule, call
340-6650.

Baptist Health Foundation Bolo Bash 2000, April 19 at
11:30, luncheon and garden show features special guest
Paul James, HGTV's “Gardener Guy”. Ticket are $45 and
$55. For reservations, call (501) 202-1839.

A Spring Organic Garden Workshop will be presented
April 21 at the Ozark Folk Center. For registration infor-
mation, call (870) 269-3851.

Mary Evans will teach a new course, Garden Wildlife

r
light stand. For more in-

Habitat, on Saturday, April 22, from 9-11 a.m. Cost is $20.
2

For registration information, call 666-0759.

The Ozark Folk Center will present a Garden Workshop:
Propagation and Seed on April 22 and again on April 27.
For registration information, call (870) 269-3851.

Arkansas Master Gardenerswill gather at Fairfield Bay
April 24-25 for the Annual MG Meeting. Registration is
already closed. Call 340-6650 or 671-2000 to get on the
watting list.

On April 26 there’s an Organic Container Herb Garden
Workshop at the Ozark Folk Center. Call (870) 269-3851.

May

Tour of Homes, Grand

Victorians 2000, will fea-
ture five of Little Rocks
most elegant Victorian
homes and gardens. On
May 6, 11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., a
/ box lunch and tour of the gardens
will be led by Janet Carson and
Cecelia Buck. Cost $20.
Mary Evans will teach another new
course Saturday, May 6 from 9-11 am.
The cost for the Patio & Container Gardening
course is $20. Call 666-0759 for registration.
Master Gardener Meeting, May 9, 11:30
a.m., state extension office. 340-6650. .
Ozark Spring Herb Extravaganza: Two days of semi-
nars, tours, and herb vendors will be at the Ozark Folk
Center May 12-13. For information, call (870) 269-3851.

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 310 W. 17th Street, will
host its annual Flower Show May 12-14. The featured
speaker will be P. Allen Smith.

Attend the Southeast Regional Master Gardener Meet-
ing in Athens, Ga., May 14-17. Call Beth at 340-6650 for
more information.

Mark your calendar for the Pulaski County Master
Gardeners Spring Pienic on May 18. Hors d’oceuvres at
the Old Mill will be followed by barbecue in Lakewood.

John Beneke will lead a Spring Landscape Tour Satur-
day May 20, 9 a.m.-noon. The cost is $29. Call 666-0759 to
make reservations.

Garden Glory Days will indude garden tours, demos,
and teas May 26 - June 1 at the Ozark Folk Center. Call
(870) 269-3851 for details.

June

Pulaski County Master Gardeners will take a tour to
east Arkansas to see the Grand Prairie and a herb nurs-
ery. More later.

Mt. Magazine State Park Butterfly Festival is scheduled
for fune 10-11. ]

/ The Quapaw Quarter
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April Checklist For Master Gardeners

By Libby Thalheimer

Cutting Back

All spring-flowering shrubs may be pruned once they have
finished blooming. Remember to leave the greenery of
spring blooming bulbs until it begins to decline.

Start mowing this season with good sharp blades on
your mower.

For specimen blooms, disbud peonies and roses. Start
cuttings of dwarf ageratum, chrysanthemums, torenia,
and verbena in a cold frame.

Dig In!

Set out young planis of basil, bergamot, salad burnet,
chervil, clematis, cress, eggplant, lemon balm, marjoram,
mints, pennyroyal, peppers, pink showy primrose, rose-
mary, creeping thyme, tomatoes, and sweet woodruff,
Plant sweet potato cuttings.

If an unexpected late freeze is forecast, cover fo-
mato plants with paper bags, baskets, straw, |
or anything that will hold the warmth of ‘
the day around the plants. If you
cover with plastic,
port the covering so
that it does not touch any
leaves. During the day, remove
the plastic or vent it to prevent over-
heating. Remove all covering as soon
as the weather warms up again.

Summer bulbs such as cannas, caladiums,
dahlias, gladioli and tuberoses can be set out
now. You can also grow agapanthus, calla lilies,
caladiums, geraniums, gloriosa lilies (vines), and pan-
danus in containers on a porch or terrace.

Do not plant dormant roses after April 15th. Potted
roses can be planted until May 15th.

Divide and replant perennials at this time, making sure
new shoots are present with each division. Replant at the
same depth and water with “Superthrive.” As shoots
emerge from those unlabeled perennials, try to identify
and label them.

Transplant seedlings from the cold frame of early planted
perennials to get them off to a good start before it gets
hot. But take care not to put tender bedding plants out
too soon, as we have frost until the end of April.

After Easter lilies fade, plant the bulbs in a sunny, well-
drained location. Let the foliage remain all summer, then
cut it back with the perennials as they die in the fall. Next
year, the bulbs will not bloom for Easter, but will bloom
in late spring or early summer.

Fertile Ground
Mulch all new plants, shrubs or trees at the time of plant-
ing. It will add a great deal to the plants’ chance of

success if you keep the ground around them from caking s

on top. Mulching also reduces the need to weed and hoe.

Fertilize lawns with a complete fertilizer. If centipede
and Bahia lawns yellow even after they have been fertil-
ized, they probably need an extra shot of iron. Spread
iron sulfate granules over the lawn at the rate of 10 1b.
per 1,000 square feet. Use a fertilizer spreader to distrib-
ute the material and water well after applying. Or spray
the lawn with a solution of liquid iron, such as Greenol,

- at the rate recommended on the label.

Lightly feed roses with cottonseed meal, Milorganite,
or commercial rose food.

For berry-producing plants, apply a small amount of
Epsom salts.

Feed azaleas after flowering with a fertilizer that con-
tains iron and other elements. (Follow package di-
rections carefully) Azalea roots are compact, fi-
brous, and shallow, and they grow near the sur-
face of the soil. So granular or foliar feedings
both work well.

For the pansies, calendula, and other
cool-season annuals, an application of
foliar feed fertilizer will help prolong the
vigor of your plants.

/Sow What?
# Plant cool season crops through the month
f of April. After April 10th, sow
-—=——.  thinly ina well-prepared bed
and cover as directed on the
\;"“ seed packet: abelmoschus,

basil, beans, borage, cleome,
T sweet corn, cosmos, crotalaria, cu-
cumbers, dill, gomphrena, grasses, hollyhocks, marigolds,
melampodium, melons, morning glories, summer savory,
sunflowers, squash, tithonia, and zinnia.

In a cold frame, plant early asters, Canterbury bells,
celosia, columbine, foxglove, petunias, and sweet Will-
iam.

Who Is Bugging You?

Rotate or change chemicals you wuse, to more effectively
control pests as they build up resistance to chemicals over
time, Also, chemicals lose potency, so do not carry them
over from year to year.

Aphids are hungry for your pansies and other plants
this time of year — inspect the buds and undersides of
leaves for signs of them. Control white fly, aphids, and
lacebugs with insecticidal soap or other appropriate mea-
sure as soon as you notice them — before they get out of
conirol.

Chemical control of black spot should begin in spring as
the foliage starts fo expand. Additional spray should

See Checklist, continued on page 7
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We're well in to the first spring season of a brand new
Millennium, and signs of new life are busting out all over!
It's just a matter of time before our gardens will be cor-
nucopias of fresh produce if we manage to keep all those
life-sucking, leaf-chewing peg;sjrom en]oymg the bounty
of our labors before we can! -

Best Buds v A
“Whalever befalls the earth, beﬁzlls the chzldren of the earth.
We did not weave the web of life, we are merely a strand in i,
Whatever we do to the web, we do fo ourselves.”
~ Chiqf Seattle

It seems more and more folks are thinking “orgaric”
these days and looking for techniques to replace the use
of pesticides as a means of protecting our food sources
and our Mother Earth. I received some great information
recently to pass along about companion planting as an
organic technique to discourage those unwanted garden
pests and create a preferred habitat for those we do want
moving in. We all know that herbs smell good, taste good
and many are just downright eye-catchers in the garden.
But they can also be organically handier in the garden
than pockets on your apron:

Thyme deters cabbageworms and dill attracts tomato
hornworm; a few sprigs of rue scattered about will help
control flys, as well as the Japanese beetle. However,
handle rue with care as many people get a poison-ivy-
like rash from the oils.

Growing sweet basil here and there in your garden, or
scattering chopped leaves about, will repel aphids, mos-
quitoes, and mites. Basil also has antifungal properties,
and it reportedly slows the growth of milkweed bugs.
Cabbage pests and aphids dislike the mints, and colorful
marigolds are an old standby garden repell - (but only
the scented variety works).

Many beneficial insects take shelter amongst our flow-"
ering herbs; if you want buiterflies, plant plenty o_gennel
and parsiey to share with the caterpillars. . &g

A Hand-y Idea
There are not many gardeners who are also hand mod-
els — if your hands suffer like mine, then you’]l appreci-
ate this contribution:
Gardener’s Hand Cream
3 tbsp. beeswax '
¥ cup sesame oil
1 tbsp. coconut oil
1 tsp. honey
3 drops lavender essential oil
¥ tsp. baking soda
Mix all ingredients, and heat at medium temperature
until melted. (You can do this in the microwave.) Allow

Untversity of drkansas Division of Agriculiure Cooperative Extension Service < Masisr Gardeners

‘ Plant above-ground crops: April 4-17
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jars. This would make @mce glft too.

And More! ¢
A great recycling t1p we received is to use cmshed alu-
minum cans in place of rocks in the bottom of large planters
for drainage and easier handling ag they will be consid-
erably lighter weight. Lk “

Save those clear plastic bags that you get new linens and
such in, as they make  great Imm-greenhouses for germi-
nating seeds. ok

Another gardener found the answer to pu].hng stickery
and poisonous vines, handling pruned rose bush limbs,
etc.: cooking mittens. Leave your garden gloves on, don a
couple of old cooking mitts and viola! Just make sure they
cover your forearms, for the best protection. '_ -

Lynda Harkenreader reports that she went to dig a
redbud tree (there are plenty to share so contact Lynda if
you're interested) and found them growing beaut:lfu].ly
in a pile of roofing shingles and leaf mold. “

And another great tip passed along by Master Gar-
deners is that marny early wildflowers for February and March
are now available in our nurseries as perennials.

They also say the periwinkle we’ve seen blooming in
blues and whites makes a great groundcover under our
shady trees.

3
By The Light Of The Moon

dates for gardening in the month of April:
Plant root crops: April 1-3, 18-30

Plant flowers and transplants: April 6, 10, 11,20 ~ "
Prune: April 7, 13, 23, 24

. Calling All Master Gardeners S

Keep those cards and letters and e-mails and phone
calls and smoke signals coming in! Continue passing
along your great gardening tips, short cuts, successes as
well as failures, and bits of information you pick up any-
where to share in “What Works!” by e-mail,
kkohl2@juno.com, or drop a note in the mail in care of
Kathy Koht, PO, Box 250524, Little Rock, AR 72225-0524,
or call me at 376-4552.

Remember, Brother and Sister Master Gardeners, you
write this colummn — with your contributions, I'mjust the
reporter.

Ciao! for now.

e
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Suppose you decide to replace Bermuda grass in a low-
lying area with a groundcover that does not mind con-
stantly having its feet wet. Maybe you want to plant a
tree that will reach 35 to 40 feet, grow quickly, thrive in
sandy soil, and have yellow foliage in the fall.

If you want to discover options without spending a
great deal of time reading books, searching the Internet,
or visiting nurseries, you can readily consult one refer-
ence book: The Southern Gardener's Book of Lists. This fairly
small book contains a great deal of infermation and is an
invaluable reference which answers many landscaping
questions. It’s also a great book to have at hand when
you are answering the Master Gardener phone line.

The book is divided into several sections. The intro-
ductory portion contains a list of reference books that are
beneficial for all gardeners to possess. Then there are sepa-
rate sections on trees, shrubs, roses, azaleas, ground cov-
ers, vines, ferns, annuals, and perennials. Each section
contains categories and examples from each zone of the
South. Representative trees in the lists that relate to Ar-
kansas include:

Wet sites: sycamore, bald cypress, river birch.

Dry sites: redbud, crape myrtle, cherry laurel.

Poor, sandy soil: bald cypress, redbud, Eastern red ce-
dar.

Heavy soils: sweet gum, red buds, river birch.

Multiple trunks: flowering dogwood, crape myrtle.

» Master Minutes o April 2000

Fast-growing: weeping willow, crape myrtle, sweet
gum.

On the cutting edge: Texas white redbud, Fantasy crape
myrtle, Trident maple.

Understory trees for piney woods: Japanese maple,
cherry laurel, flowering dogwood.

Container trees: Japanese maple, crape myrtle.

Striking winter foliage: American beech, eastern red
cedar, sweet bay magnolia.

Privacy trees to hide ugly views: American holly, east-
ern red cedar, Leland cypress;cherry laurel.

Small lots: redbud, crape myrtle, Japanese maple, Japa-
nese flowering apricot, Kousa dogwood.

Trees with surface roots: water oak, southern magno-
Ha, maples.

Trees under which grass will not grow: southern mag-
nolia, American beech, white pine.

Ornamental berries or seed pods: Flowering dogwood,
sumac.

Interesting cones: southern magnolia, amur maple.

Inconvenient litter: blackjack oak, river birch, white
poplar.

Weak wood: tulip polar, river birch, Bradford pear.

Fragrant blossoms: sweet bay magnolia, southern
crabapple, amur maple.

Showy bark — color-/texture: sycamore, river birch,
white oak.

Unusual foliage color: black locust, eastern red cedar.

Long-lived: white oak, post oak.

“Perfect” form: Leyland cypress, Bradford pear.

Reaching trees: Japanese maple, river birch.

Character trees: live oak, Virginia pine.

Scruffy: eastern red cedar, mulberry.

To atiract hummingbirds: red buckeye, tulip polar.

Substitutes for Bradford pear: aristocrat pear, autumn
blaze pear.

There is a sampler of trees by color of flowers and sea-
son. Additionally, each section contains tips by horticul-
ture professors or professional nursery owners. &

Growing A Beautiful City With Our Hands And Voices

By Mary Douglas

Urban Growth: Maybe you've noticed that Little Rock
is not as green as it once was. Hillsides are being scalped
and leveled. Big-box chain stores rush in that involve little
individuality and lots of uprooting and earth-moving.

Democracy in Action: Our democratic system depends
on citizen involvement in policy-making. So Mayor Dailey
established a citizen’s task force in 1998 to review exist-
ing landscaping, excavation, and tree-preservation ordi-
nances. This January, the task force presented recommen-
dations to the public and their representatives— the City
Planning Commissioners. On Thursday, April 13, at City
Hall, this public discussion will continue. After all who
want to speak are heard, the 11 Commissioners will vote.
Their recommendations will be reviewed by the Board of

Directors in another public hearing this summer. (“Mas-
ter Minutes” will publish the date in a future issue.) The
ordinances they vote iz or out will determine the face of
our conmumunity.

April and May are critical times to voice support for
the nature-friendly ordinances (see website for details).
Each of our voices is “counted” by our representatives as justi-
fication for their yes or no vote. Please reserve 20 minutes
or more in April and May to grow a healthy, beautiful
Little Rock. As a group of individuals joined by garden-
ing, expressing caring for how Little Rock grows is within
our reach — by telephone/voice mail, e-mail, letter, or
speaking or listening to public hearings at City Hall or
on Cable Channel 11. City, continued on page 8
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Internet Gardening Resource

By Claudia Barone

It's that time of year again — your azaleas are bloom-
ing, the tulips are peeking out from the soil, and the weeds
are returning. Most of us can recognize dandelions and
quackgrass — but what about all those other
plants that grow where they’'re not wanted???

Have no fear! Weed assistance is right at
your finger- . tips. The Weed Science Soci-
ety of America NN\ _.f (WSSA) maintains a
“Weed Photo Al- )/ bum” that identifies hun-
dreds of head- ache plants. and gardeners
are welcome to list their favorites as well.

If you / have Internet access, log-on
to http:// L extagn. uiuc.edu/wssa/
for informa- = \ tion in eight diverse ar-
eas.

mation. Here you can
in the society
mittees

First is society infor-
check out membership
and its calendar, com-
and conferences.

The next stop
at WSSA publica-

and directions for con-
tributing a prob- lem
plant to the
website. _l“

Third is herbicide
information — // chemical compa-
nies and termi- nology, labels, and gov-

ernmental regula- ¥*® tions. A great place to stop and
obtain some good information about treatment.

Fourth stop — weed information. This section of the
website includes noxious weeds (a lot of them!), plant
names, and herbicide resistance. Nicely done, easy to
understand, and great for beginners.

The photo herbarium is the mainstay of this website.
Here you can look at the database of more than 200 com-
mon American herbs, plants, and weeds. You can search
this part of the database by common name or through
the scientific index. The common name is extremely help-
ful for cross reference.

Sixth is a look at WSSA member-suggested and
-recommended websites. It is very helpful in narrowing
down the field of horticulture.

Next stop — articles from the Journal of Weed Science
and other sources. Interesting information, including a
way to search for a particular topic.

Lastly, add your e-mail address or submit changes and
new items of interest to be added to the WSSA website.

Overall, a very informative website with a lot of good
information. Add your e-mail address to this website and
be prepared for some great news, suggestions, and infor-
mation. Happy surfing! o
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Hints And Tips

From The Current Literature

Mesclun

In the September 1997 “Master Minutes”, Julia Loyall
described mesclun as a traditional Provencal salad mix-
ture of young leaves of chervil, arugula, lettuce, and en-
dive. American versions use these and other leafy veg-
etables. Seeds are blended to suit many tastes — some
peppery, some mild. Mesclun packets mix the most ame-
nable blend of flavors and textures, all with the same
growing schedule so you can harvest them together.

Sow as early in the spring as the ground can be worked
and after the danger of frost has passed. Sow seeds 1/4
inch deep. When they begin to grow, thin until the leaves
just touch, about four to six inches apart. Use the thinnings
in your salads. Later in the season, thin again. Sow a new
patch every two to three weeks.

To harvest, use the technique market gardeners call
“cut and come again”: cut off the whole plant when it is
three or four inches tall. Cut about 1/2 inch above the
soil line, taking only as many plants as you need for one
meal. In about a month the plants will have grown back
for a second harvest.

Natural Home, January/February 2000

Pruning Wisteria

If the top of your plant has become seriously over-
grown, it’s best to prune it in winter, at the latest early
spring, before new leaves cover the vines and obscure
the stems and branches.

To create structure, a good model to follow is one main
central trunk, topped with just a few fairly straight main
branches spaced at least a foot apart. Remove any smaller
branchies that are twisting around the larger ones you've
chosen to let grow.

Spring is also the time to dig out errant root sprouts.
Don’tjust clip or mow them. You must dig them up, trac-
ing the shoots sometimes several feet back to the under-
ground root; them clip them at the source.

Once the top is under control, summer pruning keeps
it that way. Summer pruning is also the best way to push
the plant into flowering at a younger age. About two
months after the wisteria leafs out (or if it is a mature
flowering plant, after it has bloomed), cut each side shoot
back to its sixth leaf, leaving a stub usually 10 to 12 inches
long with six leaves. Later in the summer shorten these
as well. Leave a stub with only four to six leaves beyond
the first cut.

In late winter or early spring, trim the plant again.
Shorten the side branches back to the cuts you made in
your first summer pruning: they should be no more than
12 inches. These short side branches will have many fat
flower buds if the plant is mature enough to start flower-
ing.

Garden Design, April 2000

See Hints and Tips, continued on page 7
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Trading Post

By Frances Young
Ruth Gibson, 835-0158, has Caro-
lina jasmine.
Margaret Breen, 758-7883, has
purple dragon flower and angel’s
trumpet seeds.

Mary Francis, 225-5384, has Sedum
‘Autumn Joy’ and wants Helleborus,
lenten rose.

Marge Van Egmond, 224-7632, has
young needlepoint holly and wants
some “different” perennials. o

Master Gardener Alert!

Dues

2000 dues are due. First-year Mas-
ter Gardeners do not pay dues this
year, but the rest of us should pay
current dues, $10. Make your checks
payable to “Pulaski County Master
Gardeners” and mail it to Pulaski
County Extension Office, 2901 W.
Roosevelt Road, Little Rock, AR
72204. If you didn’t pay your 1999
dues, you can make out a check for
$10 for that also.

Project Workdays

Jacksonville City Hall —the second
Saturday of each month (the third
Saturday is the rain date).

Old State House —nowork in April
but will work May 4 and May 11.

Park FHill Water Works —each Mon-
day at 9 am.

County Extension Office Lawn — the
first and third Monday, and the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday at 9 a.m.
each month.

Pinnacle State Park — April 5 and
April 19 at 9 am.

Travel Committee meets April 11 at
10:30 a.m. (before the Master Gar-
dener meeting).

For more information on project

workdays, call the County Extension
Office, 340-6650. o

Dig In Here ...

Does a gardening/horticultural
problem have you stumped? These
resources can help you solve nearly
any gardening dilemma:

Pulaski County Cooperative

Extension Service Office

2901 West Roosevelt Road

Little Rock, Araknsas 72204

340-6650

bphelps@uaex.edu

Arkansas Cooperative
Extension Service Office
2301 South University
Litfle Rock, Arkansas 72204
671-2000

Pul. Co. Horticultural Hotline
340-6660

University of Arkasnas
Cooperative Extension Service

City, continued from page 5
Telephone/Voice Mail

Planning Commissioners Board of Directors:
Pam Adcock 568-3398; Mayor Dailey 371-
4510;

Ward 1: Craig Berry 663-1693; Johnnie
Pugh 661-1663

Ward 2: Richard Downing 663-5330; Willie
Hinton: 666-8993

Ward 3: Hugh Earnest 666-6994; Larry
Lichty 664-8450

Ward 4: Tudith Faust 376-6704; Brad Cazort
223-2850 ]

Ward 5: Herb Hawn 374-4183; Michael
Keck 224-7755 .

Ward 6: Bob Lowry 227-7443; Genevieve
Stewart 568-5342

Ward 7: Rohn Muse 663-3368; B.J. Wyrick
455-4701

At large: Obray Nunnley 374-2379; Dean
Kumpuris 666-0249; Bill Putnam 224-2062;
Paul Kelly 227-8618; Mizan Rahman 375-1786;
Joan Adcock 565-6098

Write: City Hall: 500 W Markham $t., Little
Rock AR 72200, Fax: 371-4498

City Planning: E-mail thozynski@littlerock.
state.ar.us 371-6830

Democrat-Gazette, Attn: Voices Fax: 372-4765

Attend: Planning Commission Hearing: Thurs-
day, April 13, 4:30 pm at City Hall or on Cable
Ch. 11

Supporters of Task Force Ordinances Meeting:
Every Tuesday., 7 p.m. at Second Presbyterian
Church, Room 63, Pleasant Valley Drive &

Cantrell

For Further Information: Websites: Task
Force <arkie.net/trees and hills>; City of Liftle
Rock littlerock.org

City Hall: 371-4510

Vivian Davis, Supporter & Master Gardener:

954-8526 o
8

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, orneed to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the-April MG meeting to see
your message in the May issue of the
newsletter.

You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the meeting date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. o




Project Highlights:

A Monthly Article Featuring A

Pulaski County Master Garden
The Contemplation Garden

By Gena Norris

Tucked away on the side of along
sloping hill on the grounds of
MacArthur Park, just south of the Ar-
kansas Arts Center is the Contempla-
tion Garden. This small garden with
awoodenbenchin front offers a won-
derful place to ponder, renew, and
reflect. The still pond, lined with large
and small round stones, further en-
courages one to enjoy a quiet respite.

Stability is enhanced by the hollies,
dwarf nandinas, loropetalum, and
burning bush. Every spacein the gar-
den is utilized, and each planting
seems fo complement the next, en-
couraging your eyes to flow from one
plant to another. Color and texture are
provided by lamb’s ear, salvia, core-
opsis, rudbeckia, blanket flower, and
lantana.

Large and small zinnias, ranging
from orange to yellow to red and
pink, will provide additional color for
summer. Plans for this summer also
include adding a butterfly bush, an-
other clump of fountain grass, and
liatris. The Contemplation Garden is
an excellent example of space utili-
zation, offering many varieties of
plants proven to do well for the Ar-
kansas gardener.

Since the garden is located in an
open area, it may be visited at any-
time. It's very picturesque — bring
your camera! o

'
Geraniums, continucd from page 1

frost. The plant needs at least 6-8
hours of sunlight a day and should
be planted in well-drained soil (no
heavy clay). It grows best in a soil
with a pH of 6.5. (If the soil pH is less
than 5.5 then don't expect much.) Fer-
tilize with a balanced organic fertil-
izer every 4-6 weeks. Water at least
once a week to prevent wilting but
keep the leaves dry.

Aphids and white flies cause prob-
lems and can be controlled by using

University of Arkanses Division of Agricufiure Cooperative Exiension Service « Master Gardeners

insecticidal soaps or horticultural pils.
Pinch leaves to promote bushiness,
and remove old leaves to encourage
continual blooming. Good sanitation
and keeping leaves dry will prevent
plant diseases like blight, leaf spot,
and rust.

Inside Care

Scented-leaf geraniums make
lovely houseplants and will do well
if you follow these basic rules: Place
plant near lots of light. Plant in a soil
that is high in organic matter (equal
parts loam, sand, and peat moss).
Fertilize on a monthly basis during
spring and summer then every other
month in fall and winter. Ideal pot
size is 10" wide by 10" deep, with a
drainage hole. Keep the daytime tem-
perature between 65-70° and around
55° at night. And provide humidity.
Propagation

Scented-leaf geraniums are propa-
gated either through seeds or cut-
tings.
More Information

To get in-depth information about
the care, propagation, and disease
prevention for scented-leaf gerani-
ums, access the following Internet
sources. These sites will take you di-
rectly to papers written by horticul-
tural specialists from the University
of Nebraska and North Carolina State
University:http: / /www.ces.ncsu.
edu/hil/hil-8504.html and http://
www.inarunl.edu/pubs/Horticul-
ture/g190.html.

Suppliers

You can order scented-leaf gerani-
ums from Papa Geno’s Herbs at
www.garden.com. Papa Geno’s is the
single largest supplier of scented ge-
raniums worldwide.

You can also order locally from
Lisa Green, a Master Gardener from
Saline County. Contact Lisa at 316-
0681, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. a

Garoenine 1s AN AcT oF HOPE,
AN AFFIRMATION OF WHAT IS POSSIBLE,
READ A NEWSPAPER,
Tuen READ A SEED GATALOG.

Warcy one mares vou Feet more soperue?

" Jere Taveor
1w Foous or rwe Exprw -Twr Beacrcr ave Prrasane or Gaeormws (1998}
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Checklist, continued from page 3
be applied at 2-week intervals
throughout the growing season. The
best fungicides for black spot control
are Benlate, Funginex or Daconil.
An early application of a post-emer-
gent herbicide canhelp control dande-
lions, pennywort, and other un-
wanted warm-season weeds before
they take over your lawn. Be sure to
use chemicals specifically for your
type of lawn.

April Blooms

Ajuga, golden alyssum, anemone,
ardse Florida, azaleas, red-leafed bar-
berry, bellis, beauty bush, bleeding
heart, red buckeye, calycanthus, can-
dytuft, clematis, columbine, coral
bells, daffodils, English daisies, day-
lilies, deutzia, dianthus, dogwood,
epimedium, foam flower, forget-me-
nots, fringe tree, fritillaria, grass
pinks, heather, iris, yellow jessamine,
kerria, leopard’s bane, lilacs, lily-of-
the-valley, lungwort, maple, meadow
rue, mertensia, mock orange, money-
wort, muscari, oxalis, pansies, peo-
nies, phlox, polemonium, primroses,
ranunculus, rosemary, roses, sage, St.
John's wort, scilla, campanula, Scotch
broom, shooting star, snowflake,
Solomon’s seal, spirea, styrax
japonica, tamarisk, thrift, trillium, tu-
lips, viburnum carlesi, viburnum
opulus sterile, viburnum tomen-
tosum, vinca, violas, weigela, and
sweet William. )

Hints and Tips, continued from page 6
Gardening Books

“One must be as willing to study
as to dig, for a knowledge of plants is
acquired as much from books as from
experience.” Elizabeth Lawrence
wrote those words in the introduction,
to her 1942 book, A Souihern Garden.

To Ethne Clarke, next to the proper
tools, a gardener s best friend is her /
his library. In this article she tells how
shebuilt hers and how it has affected
her interest and knowledge of plants.

She feels that keeping a garden
journal should be as routine as dead-
heading. The article ends with four
book sources: 1) Quest Rare Books —
650-324-3119; 2) The American Bota-
nist, Booksellers — 309-274-5254; 3)
Barbara Farnsworth, Bookseller —
860-672-6571; 4} Flora & Fauna Books
— 206-623-4727,

House & Garden, April 2000 -4
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By Claudia Barone

Background

Garden centers rate impatiens among
the top annuals wanted by customers.

This plant was brought to England
from equatorial Africa in 1896 but it
wasn’t until plant breeders in America
began to cultivate and improve impatiens
in the 1950s that this an-
nual was introduced to
gardeners by the Ball
Seed Co.

Seeds grown in Costa
Rica increased the avail-
ability and, in that cli-
mate, crossbreeding led
to new varieties. Claude
Hope, working with
PanAmerican Seed, in-
troduced the ‘Elfin’ im-
patiens in 1968.

It's not difficult to
understand why impa-
tiens have grown to be-
come the most popular
annual bedding plant in America. After
all, don't all Americans love a workhorse
that just continues to grow and bloom
with very little care?

Impatiens are versatile. They look
great in containers and will trail in hang-
ing baskets, yet are ideal for garden beds,
borders and big displays.

They are low maintenance. Unlike
some bedding plants such as marigolds,

7

zinnias and geraniums, impatiens have
the good manners to drop faded flow-
ers. You don’t have to deadhead the old
flowers. There are always more flow-
ers coming to replace the others. In fact,
that’s where they got their name, which
is derived from the word “impatient.”
When seed pods are
ripe, the slightest touch
will cause them to
burst open and impa-
tiently scatter their
seeds to the wind.
Impatiens are
shade-loving. Morning
sum, afternoon shade or
filtered in-between is
perfect for these free-
flowering bedding
plants.
Varieties
The most widely
available impatiens to-
day are the single pet-
aled ‘Accent’ and “Super Elfin’ series.
Both offer more than 20 flower varia-
tions: most are a solid color. The flower
color ranges are second to none. Colors
vary from red to orange and scarlet to
rose, carmine, salmon, pink, orchid, vio-
let, white and lavender blue. There are
bicolor patterns with white star shapes
in the middle and blush types with just

See Impatiens, continued on page 7 '
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Calendar And Notes

May

Master Gardener Greenhouse Sale May 6, 8 a.m.-noon.

Annual Hot Springs Iris Seciety Show, May 6, 1-5 p.m.,
Westminster Presbyterian, 3819 Central Ave., Hot Springs.

Central Arkansas Iris Society Show, 1-5 p.m., May 7,
University Mall, Little Rock.

The Quapaw Quarter Tour of Homes, Grand Victorians
2000, May 6, 11 am.-1 p.m., box lunch tour of five of Little
Rock’s most-elegant Victorian gardens led by Janet Carson
and Cecelia Buck. Cost $20.

Mary Evans’ Patio & Container Gardening course Satur-
day, May 6, 9-11 a.m. Cost $20. Registration: 666-0759.

Missouri Botanical Garden's Merry Month of May, May 6
-7: unveiling of updated, one-of-a-kind collection of “Wild
Whimsical Wonders” gar-
den sculptures (on display
outdoors through sum-
mer and fall}. Greenhouse
tours and Bonsai Seciety of
Greater St. Louis show and
sale. Info: (314) 577-9400.

Master Gardener Meet-
ing, May 9, 11:30 a.m.,
state extension office. 340-
6650.

The 12th Annual Heri-
tage Herb Spring Extrava-
ganza, Ozark Folk Center,
May 12-13. Explore herbs
and culinary arts with nationally known speciatists in herb
growing and preparation, Madelene Hill and Gwen
Barclay. For information, call (870) 269-3851.

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 310 W. 17th Street, hosts
its Annual Flower Show May 12-14. Featured speaker F.
Allen Smith. Master Gardeners invited to man informational
booth; call Beth or Mrs. McKinney if you can help.

Azalea Daze, May 13, at Wildwood Park; hourly tours 9
a.m.-4 p.m. At 11 a.m., Jeb Leggett will discuss decidu-
ous azaleas, for which Wildwood will be prominently
known in the future.

Missouri Botanical Garden Mother’s Daze, May 13 - 14
miniature rose sale by the Rose Society of Greater St. Louis;
exhibit by the St. Louis Audubon Society; and the Dahlia
Society of Greater St. Louis sale. Info: (314) 577-9400.

Attend the Southeast Regional Master Gardener Meet-
ing in Athens, Ga., May 14 - 17. Call Beth at 340-6650 for
more information.

Through May 14, Missouri Botanical Garden’s Annual
GardenExpo: tours of production greenhouses; gardening
experts, garden walks, activities for children, entertain-
ment, art, plant shows, sales, exhibits. Flands-on demos
Sat. and Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Info: (314) 577-9400.

Pulaski County Master Gardener Spring Picnic May
18. Plant exchange, door prizes, and Corky’s BBQ will
* cater. For details see the enclosed flyer from Beth.

John Beneke’s Spring Landscape Tour Saturday May 20,
9 a.m.-noon. Cost $29. Call 666-0759 to make reservations.

Ozark Folk Center Garden Glory Days: garden tours,

demos, teas May 26-June 1. (870) 269-3851. ®,

¢ Master Minutes « BMay 2000

Project Highlights

Featuring A Pulaski County Master Garden

The Pinnacle Mountain Project

By Gena Norris

I am amazed and proud of the work that the Master
Gardeners have contributed to the projects I've had the
opportunity to visit! Each project is a unique tribute to
our group. SR

In April, T attended a work session at the Pinnacle
Mountain Project. What an opportunity to get a grounds-
eye look at the wonderful collection of native wildflow-
ers being cultivated! This is quite a large project, extend-
ing from the Entrance Gate to the Visitor’s Center and
including all the grounds in between. There are five main
planting areas: The Entrance Area, the Second Gate, the
Meadow, two gardens at the front of the Visitor’s Center
and a Butterfly Garden at the side of the center.

The gardens and connecting grounds are tied together
with a large variety of native wildflowers. The wild aster,
phlox, and evening primrose are scattered beautifully
along the entire route and in every planting area. Each
garden contains additional plants specific to that garden’s
needs, giving each a special look.

The entrance is highlighted by miniature narcissus
planted in attractive clumps around large granite rocks
typical to the Pinnacle Mountain area. Several native dog-
woods are also planted, along with naturally occurring
redbuds and pine seedlings.

The Second Gate is home to a butterfly bush.

The Meadow is a boulevard area with adjacent park-
ing, located below the Visitor's Center. It has its ownspe-
cial needs! It's a bog located in direct sunlight. On this
day, the group was planting wild phlox along a stepping-
stone path and transplanting oxeye daisies from the
Meadow to two beds in front of the Visitor's Center. Yel-
low flag irises were in beautiful bloom, and Carl Hunter
had brought additional plants which were placed next to
arock wall.

There are two large gardens on each side of the doors
to the Visitor’s Center. Each bed contains a large wax
myrtle, forming a canopy over the front walk. The left
garden has a fringe tree or grandfather’s beard, which
was very fuzzy the day I visited. Every space in the gar-
den was planted. Both gardens continue the wildflower
theme with purple coneflowers, Queen Anne’s lace, wild
aster and ox-Eye daisies.

The Butterfly Garden can be found next to the east-
side entrance of the Visitor's Center. The showpiece of
this area is the large, blooming red honeysuckle bush.

Jeanne Lizar and the rest of the Pinnacle group have
worked diligently to create the beautiful grounds that
encourage protection of many native wildflowers and
wildlife (birdhouses, signs of deer and other small wild-
life are evident, along with an abundance of bees!} They
have been able to modernize some by putting in their own
watering/sprinkling system, while enhancing the natu-
ral beauty throughout the area. The gates to the area are
open from 6:30 a.m. until an hour after dusk everyday.
Take your favorite wildflower book and enjoy! &




University of Arkansas Division of Sgriculture Cooperative Extension Service « Master Gardenars

¢ Blasier Minutes » May 2000

May Checklist For Master Gardeners

By Libby Thalheimer

Cutbacks

Prune spring-flowering trees and shrubs after bloom.
When you finish, no one should be able to tell the plant
has been pruned.

Cut back to the ground some of the oldest canes on
climbing roses immediately after blooming. Don’t cut
suckers that grow from beneath the graft on roses. In-
stead, push the trowel down beside the trunk so that the
sucker is torn off. This will remove any dormant buds at
the base of the shoot. Suckers that sprout from beneath
the graft will not produce the same kind of flowers as the
grafted shrub. )

Kolkwitzia, quince, spirea, weigelia, and wintersweet
need occasional shaping, but Japanese andromeda
(pieris), azaleas, loropetalum, and rhododendron seldom
need shaping,.

Divide dahlia tubers with a sharp knife. Be sure each
sprout is attached to at least a piece of the tuber, as the
sprouts make the new plant.

Pinch back asters, mums and phlox. Re- /4 \\
move seed pods from bulbs and bearded
iris. ‘

Dig In

Set out sun-loving transplants: ag-
eratum, sweet alyssum, wax bego-
nia, chrysanthemum, celosia, di-
anthus, marigold, Madagascar
periwinkle, petunia, verbena
and zinnia. Or, for shade:
browallia, coleus, dahlia
(Unwin and Coltness hy-
brids), impatiens and lobelia.
Plant caladiums, cannas and
other summer bulbs or con-
tainer-grown trees and
shrubs. Root forsythia and
hydrangea by bending
branches to the ground and covering with a rock.

Fertile Ground ,

Begin fertilizing established blueberry plants this
month with a formula for acid-loving plants, and con-
tinue through the growing season. Mulch to keep soil
cooler, conserve moisture, contribute nutrients and to
keep down weeds. Lawn clippings make good and readily
available mulch. If you use manure, it must be thoroughly
composted before using. The first application of lawn fer-
tilizer should be made this month. Fertilize azaleas, spring
bulbs and roses.

Sow What?

Begin planting green beans, lima beans, eggplant,
cucumbers, melons, peppers, squash and tomatoes. Soak
okra seeds overnight before planting on the north side of
your vegetable garden (so the tall stalks won't shade the
other plants). May is the best time to sow Bermuda grass
seed.

Who's Bugging You?

Spray red-fip photinia with Daconil (two to three times
for control). Continue to spray roses every 7 to 10 days
with a fungicide to prevent blackspot. Spray fruit trees
every 7 to 14 days from petal fall until harvest with a
general purpose mix to combat brown rot, scab, codling
moth, curculio and plant bugs. 2,4-D can be used as a
post-emergent herbicide once the grass has turned green.
Read the label of herbicides to be sure they are compat-
ible with your grass!

If slugs are a problem in strawberry plants, use diato-
maceous earth, commercial baits or a container of beer
near the plants (the rim should be at ground level).

Watch for spider mites and lacebugs on your azaleas.
Lacebug eggs hatch in May and produce tiny sap-suck-
ing nymphs, which congregate on the underside of the
leaf. As nymphs and adults feed, they leave a num-
ber of brown- ish specks caused by fecal depos-
Leaves of affected plants have a
grayish or brownish cast at first,
followed by yellow mottling. Con-
trol with Dursban or
Orthene. Two or three
applications be-
ginning around
the first of June
and repeated at 10-
day intervals may be
—_— ._y;"\ necessary. Try sprayving

with dormant oil to suffocate
mites, lacebugs and their eggs with-
out killing beneficial insects in the
area. Carefully follow directions on the
label (some dormant oil sprays have
temperature restrictions).

Aphids cause distorted new growth and

prevent flowering and fruiting. Kill aphids with
insecticidal soap.
Signs of thrips, especially on roses are discolored
blotches on petals, failure of buds to open properly, and
deformed blooms. If suspected, cut an affected flower,
and pull it apart or shake over a white piece of paper.
They move about quickly when disturbed.

To avoid trouble, make sure plants are well irrigated;
those under water stress are more susceptible to infesta-
tion. Also, keep the garden clear of weedy patches and
high grass in which thrips can breed. Remove infested
flowers immediately and apply insecticidal soap, Orthene
or Orthenex. Spray three times, allowing 7 to 10 days to
elapse between treatments.

Pesticide Caution
Make sure what you buy is safe and effective for the
plant(s} you will be spraying. Mix at recommended rates.
Damage can be done by using too strong a solution (in-
cluding killing your plants). Too weak a solution may
not solve the problem. Be sure to spray the stems and
undersides of leaves, too. Wear protective clothing, i.e.,
See Checklist, continued on page 7
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By Kathy Kohl

May is here, and we're full steam ahead to summer.
Because of all the backbreaking work we’ve been doing
these past months, we're now ready to watch our gar-
dens grow, tend to never-ending maintenance and prac-
tice our rain dances for the upcoming “hot dry spell”.

Tendin’ The Garden

Linda Harkenreader passes on the following pearls by
an unknown but very wise gardener: “The best fertilizer
for any garden is the footsteps of the owner.” This re-
minds us that a short daily walk in our garden areas —
pinching, pulling and inspecting as we go— will help to
spot insect and disease problems early on, keep the weeds
atbay and make for fewer labor-intensive sessions when
the thermometer clearly states that sane human beings
should remain indoors.

Don’t throw away old carpets and rugs. These
make great weed blockers. Cover with wood chips,
sawdust, straw, pebbles or whatever you fancy and
you have an attractive pathway or other weedfree
area lasting years. Flattened cardboard and thick
layers of newspaper work nicely, too. If you
haven't already done so, now is the time
to place those stakes, and another clever
recycling tip is to use those old bent and
broken umbrella frames to stake bush-
type peas, beans, etc.

Simplify the chore of pruning by
first laying out two pieces of twine =
of equal length parailel on the ground
a few feet apart. Place pruned
branches perpendicular to the prepared
twine and secure the two bands. Tie a third piece of twine
perpendicular between the two bands, and you have a
handle making it easier to transport these discards to the
curb or compost pile.

Ahandy-dandy trick passed along by another garden
magician to contain spreading root systems or to enable
the co-mingling of plants requiring different soil pH or
incompatible additives is to first plant in a double-bagged
brown paper grocery sack.

Many of our plants benefit from an extra dose of po-
tassium, and you can make a great organic tonic by blend-
ing one banana to a gallon of water and pouring the solu-
tion around the base of the plant.

Some of our spring-blooming herbs are ready for har-
vesting, and there are ample flowers ready to be cut and
dried. Attach chicken wire to the wall of your shed or
other suitable drying area and secure bunches of herbs
and flowers to the wire with clothes pins.

Critters Everywhere

Our lovingly prepared and tended garden spots look
like giant Litter boxes to our feline earth-mates. Janet
Carson recommends using small sticks like spikes as a
deterrent. I took this a step further and purchased hun-
dreds of inexpensive bamboo skewers and placed them
pointed end up. It works! The beds resemble porcupines,
but this certainly beats the rather disgusting alternative
and should camouflage nicely as things spread.

The melodious sounds of thousands of crickets sing-
ing through the night can set the ambiance for a delight-
ful camping trip but can get on your last nerve when oc-
curring under the house. Julia Dame solved her cricket

problem by throwing horse apples under her

house,
\ Linda Holbert sent in a Birds and
Blooms article featuring a gardener’s
clever invention dubbed the “stug-
o-matic”. To make, cut the top one-
third off of an empty 2-liter plastic
sodabottle, drop in a spoonful of slug
bait, push the inverted top inside the
bottle body and secure with a few

y staples. The slugs crawl in; they
don’t crawl out.

And gardener Hilda saved her 2000 pansy crop
from the deer with the following homemade repel-
lent: 3 raw eggs and a dash of dish scap blended with
water to the fill line of the blender pitcher. Use as a

spray.

/ By The Light Of The Moon

The Lunar Gardening Guide suggests the following
May gardening dates for improved results:
Plant above ground crops: May 3-17
Plant below ground crops: May 1-2, 18-31
Plant flowers and transplants: May 3-4, 8
Prune: May 5, 9, 22
Same time Next Month
* Adios until next month from the “What Works!” crew.
Keep those greatideas and words of wisdom coming this
way by U.S. mail, e-mail, carrier pigeons or, if you can
pullit off telepathically, that’s OK too: kkohI2@juno.com,
or drop me a note at PO. Box 250524, Little Rock, AR
72225, or give me a call at 376-4552. o

Tz create a garden is to search tor a berter world.

In our eftort to improve on nature. we are guided by a
viston of paradise. Whether the result is a hortfcultural
masterpiece or only a modest vegetable patch, it is based

o, O the expectation of a glorious tuture. This hope
for the future is at the Aeart of all gardening.

~ Marina Schinz ST
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In his book Square Foot Gardening, Mel Bartholomew
explains a new system for gardening (which some of you
may have tried) that is simple, easy and can be weed-free
all year and produce a continuous harvest. The author
carefully explains and illustrates how square foot gar-
dening will save you 80 percent of the space, time and
money normally needed to garden — and produce a
better harvest.

Mel's past experience overseeing a community garden
in his neighborhood, his engineering experience, and his
retirement inspired him to devise an easy, no-work, fool-
proof continual harvest garden that beginners and experts
alike can do. The square foot garden is built in a series of
squares. Each square is 12 x 12 inches (one square foot).
Each square holds a different vegetable, flower or herb.
And the only tools you need are a trowel, a spade and a
sturdy water bucket, according to the author.

Imust share a couple of common mistakes of the aver-
age gardener that the author discusses. My husband and
I have done all the wrong things Mel talks about, but
we've tried to improve our gardening skills.

For instance, the average gardener starts each year with
great energy and ambition for a bountiful harvest. But
other warm weather activities distract their gardening
efforts and thus the garden becomes neglected and over-
run with weeds and pests. In his community garden, 100
gardeners started and all but about 20 dropped by the
wayside. He states that by the time Labor Day was over
and school started, everyone became involved in PTA,
football games on TV, raking leaves, etc. Then one rainy
September Saturday at their regular morning clinic, seven
peopie showed up. In the spring 150 had attended.

Another story the author tells is that most of the com-
munity gardeners planted half a package of radish seeds
in a 10-foot row, before he could stop them — that’s more

5

Servies

than 200 radish plants. Certainly, a humorous story but
wasteful and unnecessary.

After several discouraging gardening experiences in
his community garden, Mel asked himself, “If gardening
has such appeal that so many people in my neighbor-
hood wanted to try it — why did less than 5 percent last
through the season?”

He also began to question our gardening methods. For
instance, “Why do we plant an entire packet of seeds and
go back and thin them?”

“Why do we leave two to three feet between rows?”

“Why do we allow vine crops to spread and occupy so
much garden space that requires fertilizing, cultivating,
weeding and watering?”

He came to this conclusion: “That’s the way we've al-
ways done it.” Mel states that most of our present home
gardening practices have their origins in commercial ag-
ricultural practices. In America, we've been taught that
bigger is better. It's difficult to persuade pecople to do
something that goes against what they've been taught
earlier in life.

He presents sample garden plans for small, large and
vertical plants and illustrates a one-person, two-person,
and four-person square foot garden. Some of the chap-
ters explain what and when to plant, starting plants from
seed, transplanting and special gardens such as a patio
garden, rooftop garden, wheelchair garden, waist-high
garden, winter garden and a herb garden.

This 340-page paperback contains a guide for growing
crops and a question and answer section. It is an excel-
lent resource book.

If you're using the traditional single-row method, per-
haps next year you can garden the square foot way and
reap a good harvest without the usual backbreaking,
labor-intensive effort. o
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Internet Gardening Resource

By Debra Atencio

Background

Burpee is well known for its seeds and plants. The com~
pany is 124 years old and still going strong. Burpee intro-
duced the ‘Big Boy’ tomato, as well as the first hybrid
marigold (just to mention a couple}. Now you can pur-
chase their seeds and plants online by accessing their web
site at www.burpee.com.

The , Home Page

f The home page is subdivided into three sections.

The left side displays the search engine that al-

_s lows you to access products and articles

/ 7 quickly rather than searching through
7 submenus. The top middle of the page displays

\\the main menu in this order: Vegetables, Flow-

\

ers, Herbs, Accessories and Resources, There

are also t Question and Answer icon and Tip of the

D a y p\ icons. The center of the page displays these

special highlights: New Flowers and Veg-

etables \[>=_for 2000, New Catalogues, and

the 03(’ Rainbow Nutrition Guide. Other
&) monthly highlights appear on the
'\(' f right side of the page.

At the home page, sign up to
receive the 2000 Catalogue and
Heirloom Catalogue (a collector’s edi-

W+ tion) free of charge. Next, view the Nutritional

* Guide by clicking on the Rainbow Garden icon,

By clicking on a specific color of the rainbow, the site dis-

plays vegetables and fruits of that color. Each is listed

alphabetically with a description of its nutritional value

and a gardening tip for successfully growing the plant.

Finally, view the new flowers and vegetables for 2000.

Eachnew plant is displayed in a colorful photograph with
a short description and its price.

The Vegetables, Flowers, And Herbs Menus

By clicking on the Flowers menu, a submenu for Pe-
rennials, Annuals, and Bulbs appears, along with a list of
Favorite Flowers and photographs of Selected Flowers.
To bypass searching each submenu, click on Quick Find.
For example, to get a list of all shade-loving plants, click
on Quick Find then dick “All”, “Shade”, and “Go”. This
search will provide a list of all shade plants sold by
Burpee. Each will be displayed with a color photo, de-
scription and price list for the seeds and plants. A shop-
ping cart is available so you can place your order imme-
diately when viewing the plant. (The Vegetables and
Herbs menus follow a similar progression to Flowers.)

The Resources Menu

By selecting the Resources menu, you will see these
submenus: Regional Gardening News, Q&A, 3D Tour of
Test Garden, Outstanding Gardeners, Gourmet Recipes,
and Nutrition.

The Qé&A menu is especially helpful since experts from
the National Gardening Association and Burpee provide
the answers. You can submit a question directly or search
through their library of more than 23,000 pre-answered
questions. (Their library contains more than just answers

to Burpee’s products. I searched on the keyword “Dog-
woods” and received several information responses con-
cerning dogwoods.)

Be sure to view the Gourmet Recipes menu, which lists
several vegetables and herb recipes. Also view the 3D
movie of their Test Garden. (I found it to be beautiful,
and I got some good ideas for incorporating certain color
schemes and plants in my own garden.)

Customer Service

For Customer Service, call Burpee at this toll-free num-
ber. 1-800-333-5808, Monday. through Friday, 9 a.m. -6
p-m. ET and Saturday 9 am. - 5 p.m. ET.

Overall Highlights And Rating

Overall, Burpee.com is a very useful site. It is logically
organized so it is easy to find information and products
quickly. Every plantis displayed in a colorful photograph,
and the prices for the seeds and plants are reasonable.
The Q&A resource is easy to search, and the answers are
very informative. The Rainbow Nutrition Guide is a good
resource for learning the nutritional value of each veg-
etable and fruit sold by Burpee. And the Gourmet Reci-
Ppes section is a nice feature, providing new ideas for pre-
paring those homegrown vegetables and herbs. Overall,

Burpee.com gets a Green Thumbs Up! )
Perennial Herbs
By Carl Goodson

Wouldn't it be nice to have aromatic cooking herbs
readily available, fresh from the garden, year round? It is
possible with many of the perennial herbs. Most of them
can be harvested and dried at the peak of the season, but
many of them can be left in the garden till moments be-
fore they go into the pot.

Some herbs are used in medical applications and some
are used to provide a pleasant smell to the atmosphere.
Medicinal herbs are widely available, but they are not
regulated as to their potency or poisonous qualities. Har-
vesting from fresh sources can be a dangerous practice.
We are mainly talking about cooking herbs in this article.

“Perennial herbs” have the quality of growing in the
place where planted and thriving as long as growing con-
ditions are favorable. Consequently, they can’t be planted
in the traditional vegetable garden which is annually
turned under. So, they may have a space of their own,
they may share space in the perennial flower garden, they
may be grown in containers, or all three.

The gardener does not have to plant them all at once.
The collection can be begun with one or two varieties,
and added to when other varieties become available. The
plants can usually be started from seed or purchased from
a retailer or grower. There are several reliable propagat-
ing nurseries in Arkansas.

Usually available are plants of chives, fenmel, garlic,
horehound, horseradish, lemon balm, mint, oregano, rose-
mary, saffron, sage, shallots, tarragon and thyme. Most
herb gardeners like to increase their collection by trad-
ing. The larger the collection, the greater variety of fla-
vors that are available for cooking.

To prepare the site (as small as one foot square for one

variety in the perennial flower garden), incorporate
See Herbs, continued on page 7
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Impatiens, continued from page 1

a hint of white. ‘Mosaic” offers a soft mosaic-like pattern
within the dominant flower color. The double-flowered
‘Confection’ series, which look like small roses, has be-
come popular. The showiest are the ‘New Guinea’, with
their 2 1/2-inch flowers and long variegated green and
yellow leaves. But they are not very hardy. The new “Sea-
shell” series comes in yellow with an orchidlike flower.

How To Grow

Mostimpatiens can be grown from seed or purchased
for transplanting. Do not plant outside until after the last
frost. Plant dwarf varieties a foot apart. Space regular
size plants 18 inches apart so they can develop properly

and display their flowers, which have a tendency to be

below their leaves. They should be pinched back for full-
ness; otherwise they can look like stalks of celery if left
too long before pinching,.

Water And Shade

Water and shade are the most important ingredients
to successfully raising impatiens. Consistent moisture is
the trick to premium flowers. Never let impatiens dry
out. Do notrely 100% on your sprinkler system for impa-
tiens. Look at your flowers every day and notice if there
are any “missed” spots in your flowers. Hand watering
with your hose assures complete coverage.

Never overwater, as too much wetness will rot your
roots or cause black fungus. Both conditions are deadly
to your flowers. If we get a period of daily ongoing rains,
manually shut off your sprinkler system to cut back on
unnecessary water. Impatiens in the shade require much
less water than south or west sun exposures. This is an-
other reason to not rely on your sprinkler system for
water. If you have impatiens in the shade and some in
the sun, use less water in shady locations. Expect to wa-
ter often if the impatiens are in the sun and on the south/
west sides, depending on how hot, windy and sunny the
conditions are. Water moderately as often as every day
to keep soil consistently moist.

Impatiens In Pots

Impatiens in pots can be difficult. In just one day, pots
can become dried out or overly wet. Fungus can start
more easily in pots, as well. Smaller pots are much more
difficult to water properly than larger, well-drained
containers. The rule here is “the bigger the better” when
planting in pots.

Stick your index finger into your flower pots” soil down
to the second knuckle to test for moisture. You'll be feel-
ing the soil 1 3/4 to 2 inches down. If it’s moist at that
depth, water is not needed that day. Check pots every
two days. ) '

Soil

Use good soil for impatiens in pots. What is sold as
“potting soil” at about $1.50 per bag is a very dense heavy,
wet mixture, basically composed of muck and sand.
Never buy this mix. Look for bags of professional mix
which cost from $4 - $6 per bag for small bags and up to

$12 per bag for larger quantities. This mix is dry, light,
disease-free and an excellent medium for your plants.
Mulch

Do not mulch your impatiens. They grow quickly and
fill in open spaces between plants. This fast growth (with
fertilizer) naturally shades the soil and keeps down
weeds. More importanily, mulch can contribute to fun-
gus by holding moisture at the base of flower stems. Just
one or two days of excess wetness at the stem/soil level
can kill all your beautiful flowers..

The exception to the “no mulch” rule is full sun. In full
sun you can safely mulch (a thin layer, about 1/4 to 3/8
inch thick) but keep the mulch away from the stems of
the flowers.

Fertilizer

Impatiens benefit greatly from food. You must feed
your flowers fertilizer to get the lush, full look you want.
The better the fertilizer, the better your flowers, If the fo-
liage turns pale, fertilize. Plants in containers should be
fertilized at least once a month with half-strength fish
emulsion.

Has Impatiens” Popularity Peaked?

The National Garden Bureau notes that impatiens sur-
passed petunias as the biggest-selling bedding plant
around 10 years ago. Today, impatiens are responsible
for more than $250 million in sales in the United States
alone. There’s no end in sight! ~ *

o Sl

Checklist, continued from pageis
long sleeves, rubber gloves, boots, eye gear and an ap-
proved mask.

May Bloomers

Abelia, achillea rosea, allium, alstroemeria, anchusa,
asclepias, azalea, baptisia, Canterbury bells, chives,
clematis, columbine, coreopsis, cornflowers, late daffo-
dils, early daisies, deutzia, dianthus, blue fescue, foxglove,
gaura, heather, hemerocallis, French hollyhock, honey-
suckle, hydrangea, iris, kerria, laburnum, lamium, lilies,
lunaria, nicotiana, nierembergia, oregano, oxalis, pansies,
peonies, philadelphus, phlox, pinks, poppies, English
primrose, roses, rosemary, salvias, sarracenia, sedum acre,
Japanese snowball, Solomon's seal, spirea, strawberries,
sweet William, thyme, tradescantia, veronica and viola.

Herbs, continted from page 6
additives recommended by the soil test. Dig in compost.
Donotselect a site that is always soggy, but one that drains
well. Araised bed can usually solve drainage problems.
After planting, provide additional moisture if rainfall
does not add up to about an inch a week year around.
Keep weed free. Keep invasive plants such as mint and
thyme within bounds with edging, or grow plants that
have this problem in containers. Add plant food monthly,
according to specifications on the package, during the
growing season and withhold during dormancy.
See Herbs, continued on page 8
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Trading Post | Spread The News!

By Frances Young

The first three listings are needed for
the State Hospital Project, which is
being redone after a new sprinkler instal-
lation.

Cheryl Johnson, 225-7517, wants
pink pentas.

Cathy Shaneyfelt, 821-3623, wants
purple coneflower.

Marian Berry, 663-1693, wants pink
or purple butterfly bushes and lLiatris.

Aleta Newell, 666-0991, has money
tree plants.

Marilyn Wheeler, 835-9649, has
mondo grass.

Ruth Jones, 664-8977, has wood-
land poppies and woodland sunflow-
ers.

Thalia Etter, 791-0937, has violas.

Pat Wallace, 753-8781, has colum-
bine seeds.

Ruth Gibson, 835-0158, has lilacs.

Suzanne O'Donoghue, 661-9658,
has pale yellow bearded iris, Vinca
minor, and liafris.

Joan Humphries, 280-9023, wants
tropical hibiscus.

Marge Van Egmond, 224-7632,
wants some daylilies. o

Master Gardener Alert

Greenhouse Sale

Saturday, May 6, 8 a.m.-noon, there
will be a Master Gardener Green-
house Sale.

_The potting soil is $9 per bag. There
will be annuals and perennials. Al-
though not all the selection is still
available, to get an idea what your
garden can look like with plants from
the greenhouse, go by the Pulaski
County office and see how beautiful
that garden project is now.

Discount Available

Thanks to the following nurseries
for offering a discount to Master Gar-
deners volunteers.

Wear your name tag!.

Arkansas Gardener Center

Burnett's

Horticare

Lakewood Gardens

The Good Earth

Continued, next column

Does a gardening/horticultural
problem have you stumped? These
resources can help you solve nearly
any gardening dilemma:

Pulaski County Cooperative

Extension Service Office

2901 West Roosevelt Road

Little Rock, Araknsas 72204

340-6650

bphelps@uaex.edu

Arkansas Ceoperative
Extension Service Office
2301 South University .
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204
671-2000

Pul. Co. Horticultural Hotline
340-6660

University of Arkasnas
Cooperative Extension Service
Webite: http:// uaex.edu

Alert, continued from left column
Project Workdays

Cammack will hold a work day May
4, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

The Old State House will work May
4, beginning at 8:30 a.m. Rain date
May 8. The second planting will be
May 25, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Jacksonville City Hall will work May
13, beginning at 9 a.m.

Dues

Dues are still due.

Make your check payable to
“Pulaski County Master Gardeners”
for 310 and mail to: Pulaski County
Extension Office, 2901 W. Roosevelt
Road, Little Rock, AR 72204. o

— N —

Herbs, continued from page 7

When the plants are established
they are available for use. Make fresh
cuts of the leaves just before the in-
gredient is needed in the dish being
prepared.

Fennel seeds are available in late
summer. Roots of fennel, garlic and
shallots may be dug almost any time
of the year, depending on size. Many
of the leaves and stems may be dried
thoroughly and stored in a dark con-
tainer until needed. ‘

So plant and enjoy. )

8

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your oppoeriunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the-May MG meeting to see
your message in the June issue of the
newsletter.

‘You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd,, Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the meeting date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. @
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Parsley, Sage, Rosemary & Thyme

By Carl Goodson

There is such a wealth of attractive

- plants available for a herb garden that a
‘beginning gardener might be bewil-

dered. However, a new herbalist can be-

-gin with the four herbs of the popular
song, "Parsley, Sage, Rosemary, and
‘Thyme", and be amply rewarded year
-round. The four mentioned are easy to
‘grow, do not take up much room in the
‘garden, and are there for the using all
-year long. Parsley is a biennial, which
2 means that it has to be planted every year.
" But the other three are perennial, grow-
‘Ing every year as long as they like their
-environment, and they are not very fussy

about that. All four of them are evergreen
through the winter and can be harvested
even then.

A small patch in the garden, in sun or

.in partial shade, as small as four square
feet (two feet by two feet, or one foot by
four feet) can do it. One square for each
‘of the basic herbs would be enough to
‘get started. Or tuck them into available

one-foot spots in your perennial border.

‘They have such varied leaf shape, tex-

ture and color that they lock good wher-
ever they are grown.

Spade in compost or peat to the depth
of your digger, while removing rocks and
adding whatever is needed to make the
soil easily worked. A soil test by the Co-
operative Extension Office would be
ideal but is only necessary if there is an
extreme amount of clay, sand, acidity, or
alkalinity.

Plants are readily available at most
nurseries in the spring. There are several

growing nurseries specializing in herbs

in Arkansas. Plants reward you with ease

of getting started and instantaneous re-
sults. However, these four also can be
grown from seed with time and patience.

The seeds of most herbs take a little
longer to germinate than the usual veg-
etable garden seed. So it would be well
to start them indoors on the kitchen win-
dow sill to meet their need for water,
warmth and light. To avoid overwater-
ing, saturate the soil when the seeds are
in their pots and enclose them in a sealed
plastic bag, making a greenhouse for
them. No more watering will be needed
until the plants outgrow their headroom.
Then, remove them from the plastic,
pinch out all but two or three plants, and
let them grow until they are about 2 fo 5
inches tall. When that happens, gradu-
ally expose the plants to their outdoor
temperature and sun until they are "hard-
ened off", that is, growing with no sign
of being burned by the sun or wind. Plant
them into the prepared bed, and again
pinch cut all but one strong plant of each
variety. You may want to plant all of the
parsley plants with a 6-inch space be-
tween.

When the four herbs are growing in
your miniature herbarium, you need only
to let them grow as weed free as possible
until there are enough leaves to begin
using them. You will not want to strip
your plants, but whatever you harvest
will soon be replace by new-growth dur-
ing the growing season. And the fresh

See Herbs, continued on page 7
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Garden Calendar And Notes

June

Ozark Folk Center Victorian High Tea June 1, Mountain
View. Registration required, (870) 269-3851.

Memphis Botanic Garden’s 6th Annual Perennial Plant
Symiposium, June 3, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (901) 685-1566. .

Organic Container Gardening Workshop, June 9 at the
Ozark Folk Center, registration fee $40. Reservations re-
quired, (870) 269-3851.

The Hot Springs Daylily Society will be host-
ing Region 13 and the State Daylily Tour June
8-13. Five gardens will be open to the
public for viewing on Thursday,
June 8, from 8 a.m.-noon. Regis-
ter at the Clarion Hotel on
Highway 7 South. Amap will
be furnished at that time. For
more information, call (501) t
321-1052.

The American Hemerocallis Society
Regional Mecting will be held in Hot
Springs June 9-10. For more informa-
tion, call (501) 262-2711.

The Wildwood Gardens will be open June 10 for “Wild-
flower Daze” hourly guided tours 9 a.m.~4 p.m. At. 11 am.,
Carl Hunter will discuss wildflowers.

The Hosta Society will tour the gardens of Tom Dillard,
Tom Flannary, Rand Retzloff and Hilda and Jim Boger
June 10. For more information, call Joe Dickens, 315-6493.

Mt Magazine State Park 4th Annual International But-
terfly Festival, June 10 - 11. For more information, call 1-
800-980-8660 or visit www.butterflyfestival.com.

Master Gardener Meeting, JTune 13, 11:30 a.m., stale

extension office. 340-6650.

Pulaski County Master Gardeners will take a four of
the wildflowers at Grandview Prairie on June 15. For
details, see enclosed flyer or call 340-6650.

Memphis Botanic Garden [apanese Garden Candlelight
Tour, June 15, 8 - 2 p.m. Call (901) 685-1566 for info.

Organic Gardening Workshops JTune 16 and July 28 at
the Ozark Folk Center. For reservations, call (870) 269-
3851.

Central Arkansas Iris Society meeting 2 p.m. at the
Little Rock Garden Center on June 18.

Arkansas Orchid Society meeting June 18 at 1:30 p.m.

at Christ Episcopal Church.
Ozark Folk Center will present a planf propa-
gation workshop on June 23 and again on July
14 at a cost of $40. Reservations required,
(870) 269-3851.

Iris Rhizome Sale, sponsored by the Mem-

July

July 14 the Ozark Folk Center will again
present the plant propagation workshop. For regis-

tration see the above information.

Family Ozark Herbal Odyssey will be presented by na-
tionally acclaimed herbalist, chef and garden expert Su-
san Belsinger, her daughters, and the Ozark Folk Center's
garden staff, July 17 - 21, studying herbs, exploring the
Ozark woods, planning and holding gourmet cookouts.
For information call (870) 269-3851.

Repeat on July 28 of the Organic Gardening Workshop .
(which was presented June 16} at the Ozark Folk Center.

For reservations call (870) 269-3851, o

Edited by Steve Bender
Birmingham; Oxmoor House, Inc.; 1998

Southern Gardeners: "We learn gardening, not at the
library table, but at our parents' and grandparents' knees.
We listen to their colorful names for things, like heart's-a-

“ bustin’, Moses-in-the-cradle, Gracy greybeard and cry-

baby tree. We feel more comfortable with common, ver-
nacular names than scientific, botanical ones. As we chat
across the garden fence, we also share plants. The hal-
lowed tradition of swapping is rooted in our agrarian past,
when farm wives would trade plants at church meetings
and social gatherings. Many of us find our biggest
botanical treasures in the gardens of family and friends.

Indeed, to a gardener, all other gardeners are family and )

worthy of a leafy inheritance. So we pass along seeds,
bulbs and divisions, always with a piece of gardening
advice."

The Southern Living Garden Book is more than just an
encylopedia of plants. it's an insight into gardening from
a Southerner's point-of-view — wee're faced with hard soil
and ravenous insects, plus weather that plagues us with
drought, pelts us with hailstorms, and sticks us with ice
and enough humidity to grow mold on talcum powder!
You would think we’d just give up!

But this book will keep you from throwing in the
trowel. Filled with over 5,000 piants along with realistic
climate zones and tips from planting to watering to
insect identification, this is one book you won't want to

- garden without. You'll find listings for common names,

as well as the botanical names with tips included on ev-
erything from making an "Herbal Bouquet” to "Worm
Raising". Beautiful color pictures of several Southern gar-
dens (along with their addresses) are also featured.

This book is a "must have” for anyone interested in
gardening in the South! *
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June Checklist For Master Gardeners

By Libby Thalheimer

Amendments

Fertilize annuals monthty. Add lime to the soil around
tomatoes about once a month. Peonies and roses need to
be fertilized regularly. Lawns can be fertilized with a high
nitrogen fertilizer now. Fertilize camellias early in June.

Cutbacks
Deadhead leggy annuals, and fertilize with a teaspoon
of 5-10-10 under each plant. Shear golden alyssum and
hardy candytuft after bloom to keep compact and remove
seedpods. Pinch back annual herbs. Thin basil. Remove
all grass and weeds, and thin strawberry plants out to 6
inches apart in rows not more than 18 inches wide. Iris
should be left alone for 6 weeks after blooming, then lifted
and divided. Cut iris foliage back to 3 inches. Lift and
replant Lycoris squamigera and L. radinta as foliage turns
yellow. Lycoris tends to get too deep as it multiplies and
then will stop blooming. Wait until
age of spring-flowering bulbs
yellow before cleaning up the / \
bulb bed. Continue to pinch (
back your chrysanthemums and
asters repeatedly until mid- July.
Cut roses just over a five- leaf cluster to
ensure more growth. Do not let roses die 1
on the vine.

Dig In
You can still plant cannas, daylilies, and
gladioli.
Just Add Water
If it doesn't rain, don't forget to
water! Lawns, ornamentals,
fruits and vegetables need one
to 1-1/2 inches of water per
week. Use soaker hoses where
possible to conserve water and

drops off foliage. Don't water in heat of fthe
day. Deep watering is best early in the morn-
ing. Mulch thickly to retain moisture dur- ! ¥ing the
hot summer months. !

Sow What

Quick-growing annuals such as balsam, marigolds,
nasturtium, nicotiana, portulaca, and zinnia can be
planted for a second crop.

Who's Bugging You?

Blossom-end rot on tomatoes is not a disease: it's a cal-
cium deficiency. A product called "Stop Rot" may be
sprayed on affected plants. Mulch tomato plants to keep
the moisture level constant and to protect the plants from
soil-borne diseases. If you are growing corn, dust with

Sevin or use mineral oil on the silks as soon as they 3

the foli-

appear, and continue until the silks turn brown to pre-
vent the corn earworm. Watch for chinch bugs and lawn
fungi in your lawn.'

Apply a 3-inch layer of mulch around shrubs and in
the vegetable garden to keep-down weeds. Aphids and
lacebugs are attacking everything from azaleas to toma-
toes. Use insecticidal scap or Malathion. Be sure to read
the label! Get good coverage on the underside of
the leaves and hose off any plant that may be
damaged by the insecticide with wa-

ter about two hours after applica-
tion. Placing aluminum foil around
the base of the tomatoes, peppers
and eggplants will not only reflect

more light on the plants, but will also con-
fuse aphids which seek out the darker un-
derside of the leaf. (Flea beetles unfortu-
nately enjoy bright, dry and hot places,
and the foil will encourage them). Plant
chives or garlic between roses to elimi-
nate aphids. Use insecticidal soap or a
! strong water spray to control whitefly.
Cuttmg strips of a bright yellow plastic
3¢ Dbottle, coating them with petroleum jelly,

'H’M and hanging them around the gardenia
L' bushes, etc., can make a trap. The whitefly is
attracted to the color yellow and will get stuck.
Clean and replenish the petroleum jelly periodically. To
control blackspot, keep up the spraying schedule on roses
and red-tipped Photinias. Clean up and destroy and dis-
eased foliage falling to the ground. Do not put it in the
compost pile! Fireblight of fruit trees is a bacteria spread
by bees and windblown rain, causing affected parts to

1 blacken and die. Make pruning cuts several inches be-

low obviously infected parts and sterilize instruments
between cuts. Sprays which include Streptomycin may
be used during the bloom period to reduce damage.

June Blooms _
Alstroemeria, artemisia, asters, astilbe, azaleas, balloon
flowers, beautyberry, blackberries, blackberry lily,
buddleia, butterfly-weed, camellia, campsis, cannas, col-
wmbine, coreopsis, cornflowers, crinum, oxeye daisies,
shasta daisies, daylilies, delphinium, dianthus, elderberry,
blue fescue, feverfew, foxglove, gardenias, gaura, gladi--
oli, ribbon grass, hollyhocks, hostas, hydrangeas, hyssop,
Japanese iris, vesper iris, lantana, ligularia, lilies, lych-
nis, magnolia, mimosa, mint, monarda, nandina, nicoti-
ana, oregano, oxalis, petunia, phlox, English primrose,
evening primrose, golden raintree, roses, rudbeckia, St.
John's wort, salvia, sarracenia, scabiosa, sourwood, spirea,
stachys, strawberries, sweet peas, sweet william, thyme,
verbena, veronica, viola, vitex, yarrow, and yucca. o
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By Kathy Kohl

We are racing headlong into the dog days of summer.
All those water-slurping beauties seemed like such a good
idea during the springtime planting frenzy when the
temps were mild and it actually rained. Now the water
utility company execs are dancing a jig and banking the
profits. What to do, what to do?

Don't Drought It

Don't throw away those 5-1b. coffee cans and institu-
tional-size vegetable cans, and ask your family and friends
save them for you. Punch holes in the bottom of clean
cans and place them strategically around the garden and
flowerbeds. Fill the cans with water. This trick will lessen
the work when its time to water, working very much like
drip irrigation.

Did last year's hot, dry summer take out any plants
from your uniform row of shrubbery? Use a lattice screen
or other decorative fencing section g

garden ornament for an interesting
effect. To add instant height where
once there stood a tree or shrub, place \
a tall post and secure birdhouses, .
weather vanes or hooks for hanging \
baskets.

Houseplants love the great cutdoors
but, like all container plants, require
more frequent watering. A gardener
suggests putting a 3-inch square of flo-
rist foam (for an 8- to 10-inch pot} in the L‘qu
center of containers and cover with soil. The plants will

“love you for it.

Tonics And Magic Potions

Orchids are gross nitrogen feeders. Water every two
weeks with a solution made with 1 tablespoon of plain
ammonia (not sudsy or lemon) to a quart of water. They
willt love it.

Midsummer lawn feeding will keep your grass green
(with proper watering) and a lawn pro passes on the fol-
lowing interesting tonic:

1 cup plain household ammonia

1 cup Epsom salts

1 cup Listerine mouthwash (original)

1/2 cup liquid dish soap

2 cans of beer (any kind!) ,
~ This will cover approximately 2500 square feet and it
is suggested that a 15-20 gallon garden hose sprayer be
used.

For blossoming plants, in a gallon container add:

1 cup plain household ammonia
1/2 cup baking powder
1/2 cup saltpeter

2 quarts water

3 cups of dry red wine

1/4 teaspoon active dry yeast
Fill the balance with warm tea

Once a month add 1 cup of this solution to 2 gallons of
water and feed a pint to everything that blooms.

And for those nematodes, here is an effective home
remedy:

1/2 cup clear corn syrup
1 gallon of water

Some old-timers also report that sprinkling beet sugar
on the soil at the weepline works well, too.

Bitten by one of the poison sumacs turking in your gar-
den trying to masquerade as something desirable? Dab a
blob of toothpaste (not gel} on the bump(s), letit dry and
presto!, the itching stops; it keeps it from spreading and

/ will dry it up fast. Effective for
insect bites, too.

Mole Info
A brainstorming session with a
gardener on humane ways to deal
with destructive moles turned up a
few interesting ideas. It seems these

tive pinwheels set off vibrations in the
ground that moles find uncomfortable.
Bury a few wine bottles at 20-30° angles
with only the necks protruding from the
ground in different directions. It is said that the open
bottles catch the wind and the strange noises this creates
aggravate the moles and they will move on. Hum...

Garden Wisdom

"When weeding, the best way to make sure you are
removing a weed and not a valuable plant is to pull on it.
If it comes out of the ground easily, it was a valuable
plant.” - Author unknown

By The Light Of The Moon

The Farmer's Almanac suggests the following dates for
maximizing your results:

Plant root crops June 22, 23

Plant above-ground crops June 4, 5, 12, 13

Prune to encourage growth June 6, 7

Prune to discourage growth June 25, 26

Until Next Month

Guys and gals, I am begging and pleading for your
tidbits of knowledge to include in this column. You can
reach me as follows: (e-mail) kkohI2@juno.com; (phone)
376-4551; (U.5. mail) P.O.Box 250524, LR, AR 72225. Un-
il next month, Ciao! &
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It's Great To Aerate

By Annette Hurley

Spring is busting out all over! Think about if you were
the soil and had all that life to support. Wouldn't you want
something to ease the stress? Well, there is an easy an-
swer. Aeration! Aerating the soil is the key to giving the
soil more strength. This is the most beneficial way to
change the soil structure in lawns.

Usually, in lawns, we notice compaction taking place
over a period of time. In between kids stomping, dogs
romping and feet tromping, the ground can become as
hard as concrete. If you ever noticed, weeds love to grow
in concrete! Aeration is essential to a lawn's good health.
Aeration helps to relieve compacted soil by pulling small
plugs of the topsoil out of the ground. (The plugs are about
the size of your thumb.) They are then laid out on top of
the ground to breakdown, adding organic matter to the
soil. The soil is opened up and allows for better penetra-
tion of oxygen and water. It's a win-win situation for the
grass! The grass can gain new strength from a deeper root
system. And, being from a rocky Pulaski County, we need
all the help we can get adding organic matter to our lawns.
If you're not mulching your clippings, this is a good time
to start. Mulching not only adds organic matter to the
soil, it is a natural fertilizer. If your lawn is organically
treated, the microorganisms thriving in the soil will break
the thatch down naturally. (Chemicals don't allow many
microorganisms to live.)

When mowing, wear some old spiked golf shoes. Any-
thing to scratch the surface of the soil is beneficial. Rak-
ing the soil is a great stimulant too, like brushing your
hair. An added layer of compost should be applied after
aeration. As your organic matter increases, so does the
life in the soil and the soil’s ablility to fight pests and dis-
eases naturally. Think organic!

An Organic Solution For Blackspot

5 drops garlic oil

1 quart water

2 drops Mr. Bronmner's Peppermint soap (wetting
agent)

5 tablespoons baking soda ]

To create a garden is to search for a
better world. In our eftort to
Improve on nature, we are gided
by a vision of paradise.
Wherher the resulr is a horticul-
tural masterpiece or only a
modest vegetable patch. it is
based on the expectation of a
glorious tuture. This hope for
the tuture Is at the hearr ot
all gardening.

~ ~ Aarina Schinz

» faster Mhwites o June 2060

Special Project Highlights

By Gena Notrris

T have found a group of gardeners that can easily match
the enthusiasm of our typical Master Gardeners. Who are
they? The Green Team at the Immaculate Conception
Schooel in North Little Rock. This team of 30 elementary
students tackles gardening with an attitude that ensures
the Master Gardeners Program will be carried on well
into the future! -

The Green Team was started by one of our own, Mar-
garet Fizer. 5ix years ago, there was a lot of talk about
local gang activity. Margaret was looking for a way to
counter the negatives of gangs with something positive,
and came up with the idea of starting her own gang —
the Green Team. The team fosters pride, leadership and
the value of recognition.

Kudos to Master Gardener Kim Booth wheo has con-
tinued with Margaret Fizer's concepts for the last two
years, as well as Margaret Breen for plant selection, gar-
den design and major support of the students! The Green
Team is a lot more than enthusiastic workers. Kim and
Margaret have planted seeds of gardening that will take
off and grow with these young gardeners.

The Green Team sessions included "The Beneficials”,
planting /work sessions, a Wild Life lesson with a real
alligator, naming the gardens and painting clay pots, com-
plete with begonias for Mother's Day. Past Green Teams
have studied birds, butterflies and honeybees.

Each year the Green Team plants five gardens on the
grounds of Immaculate Conception School. Naming the
gardens allows the students to claim the space and fos-
ters pride in ownership for the year. This year's gardens
were:

Yo Mama's — A beautiful wood patio, surrounded by
gardens and highlighting a statue of the Virgin Mary, is
frequently used for weddings. The garden carries on the
religious/wedding theme with plantings of all white-
blooming plants; many, such as Solomon’s seal and pas-
sion plant have religious meanings. Daisies and hostas
are also used in this large area.

The Big “V” — A small vegetable garden planted on
the "square foot" gardening concept, with tomatoes, rad-
ishes, peppers and lettuce.

Foncy Faces — The name given to the large, colorful
butterfly garden accented with zinnias and fennel.

Flower Power — This garden is accented by an angel
statue and planted with nandinas, pansies, hostas and
dianthus.

The Red Worm Wigglers — An herb garden which in-
cludes all of the fragrant plants we love — thyme, basil,
rosemary and garlic chives, for example.

The final session finished with a graduation ceremony
including diplomas and refreshments. Margaret Breen
gave each student a pumpkin plant to nurture at home.
Although the Green Team is usually a spring event, they
plan a fall session to include information on planting
bulbs for spring color. ®
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Down In Louisiana

By Ann Green

Festival Overview

The idea began small, like a seed scattered in my mind
as I scanned the brief article entitled "Dirt Cheap” in the
March 1998 issue of Southern Living.

Describing an annual plant sale in Louisiana, the one-
page article kept coming back to mind after [ had shelved
the magazine. So I retrieved it, and then called two phone
numbers listed for further information: Town Hall, 318-
748-6300; Forest Hill Academy, 318-748-6642.

At that point, because the festival falls on the third
weekend in March, timewise I could not easily attempt
the trip that year, although the phone calls had made it
sound even bigger and better than had the magazine. So,
plans were sheived along with the article for a season
and reshelved when other plans prevented the trip in
1999. Rather than receding in memory, how-

7\
ever, I found myself discussing it with my N3
daughter and we began to plan tentatively
to attend the 15th annual festival this past
March.

The three-day event is called the C
"Louisiana Nursery Festival" at \ v/
Forest Hill, a small community Sy
best described as just south of \ V//

Alexandria, which apparently
has the closest overnight accom- )
modations. In fact, the major
population of Forest Hill ap-
pears to be an academy
which benefits financially
from the events and sales of
the festival. [Incidentally, a

historic bed-and-breakfast, /\
Lloyd Hall Plantation, (1- = 800-240-8135) is
located at Cheneyville, about a 25-minute drive from the
festival.]

The festival itself is in "downtown" Forest Hill and is a
combination of events. This year's agenda included: a barn
dance both Friday and Saturday nights (5 per person at
the door); a parade Saturday aat 10 a.m. (where children
were thrown wrapped candies and stuffed animal toys);
carnival rides for kids on Thursday and Friday; plus
equipment displays, arts and crafts booths, food booths,
and, as Louisianians would say, "beaucoups” of plants.
Additionally, the festival is open all day Sunday and in-
cludes an optional worship service at § a.m.

Horticulture Aspects

The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, LSU
agents and local nurserymen provided representatives
who conducted demonstrations on care of plants and new
garden ideas. Booth space rental is available at $60 for all
three days for a 10'x12" area (plus an additional $10 for
booths with electricity) and set up is all day Thursday.

Because we were not truly aware of the magnitude of
this festival, we drove down on Thursday, spending the

nightat Alexandria, and planning to be at Forest Hill until
early afternoon on Friday before driving back to Little
Rock. This unfortunately gave time to visit only one major
nursery after having been at the festival site. More justice
to this festival would require a minimum of two nights
and full days on both Friday and Saturday.

Notes of prices were lost, but we can tell you that we
found a variety of reasonably priced plants and items,
such as a sturdy, well-constructed wooden treliis for $9.
Memory also recalls many people purchasing yellow
"Lady Banks" (R. banksine 'Lutea’) rose bushes i three-
gallon containers which were in full bloom for $10
(much more developed and less expensive
than the bareroot specimen I had previ-
ously ordered via a national nursery
catalog).

Nursery Information
And, because I was
primarily looking
for decorative
-~ grasses, the Doug

Young Nursery (one
of the giants of that
= o™ area) had seven variet-
ies of Miscanthus. These were
in one-gallon containers and priced
at $2.50 plus 10 percent.

iope Place”, and their liriope fields
contained 4 million plants in 22 varieties.

The entire nursery is a multitude of acres
which one drives through until plants of in-
terest are located.

Doug Young Nursery's wholesale price list catalog
has the following categories: liriope and traditional
ground covers, landscape material (azaleas, trees, etc.),
seasonal color and tropicals {perennials, hibiscus, palms,
etc.}, plus small quantities of some plants which were not
listed. However, their brochure also promises that if a
plant is grown in their trade area, they will be able to tell
the buyer where to find it. Their numbers are: Informa-
tion, 318-748-6878; Fax, 318-748-8208; E-mail, dynsales
@centuryintet.net.

This wholesale nursery, as well as many others in the
immediate vicinity, is open to the general public only
during this festival weekend. And they were quite busy
while we were there. We saw all sorts of vehicles filled to
the brim with plants — cars, pickups, trailers, and a sur-
prising number of boats being pulled behind various ve-
hicles, full of a different kind of "catch of the day.”

A locator map of the nurseries is available at the festi-
val site and, although 200 nurseries are touted as being
in the area, it appears that the Young Family may have
gobbled up a number of smaller ones, because we could
See Louisiana, continued on next page

/ This nursery is known as "The -
Lir

e
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Master Gardeners Picnic At Old Mil

Despite threaten-
ing weather (heavy
skies overhead with
tornadoes in west-
ern Arkansas), doz-
ens of Pulaski
County Master Gar-
deners gathered
May 18 for the an-
nual Spring Picnic.
First, they strolled
through the Old
Mill, admiring the
work of their fellow
MGs in the large
(and beautiful!) garden. Then they moved over to the
Lakewood Pavilion, where they swapped stories, plants
and door prizes, after enjoying a superb repast of
barbeque and spaghetti catered by Corky’s BBQ (plus
desserts prepared by our own MG chefs). Despite her
initial moodiness, Mother Nature cooperated until the
festivities were over and everyone was safely home.

Master Gardeners gather with friends in the Lakewood Pavilion after
strolling through the grounds of the Old Mill.

Jane Druff, MG social committee chair (lett), and Evelyn McKinney,
PCCES secretary, grest each other as they look over homemade
desserts at the picnic.

Hevbs, continued from page 1

leaves available through the year are more flavorful and
greener than the dried seasoning sold in groceries. The
four are "evergreen" which means that even while dor-
mant in winter, there are leaves that can be harvested. A
small tent of spun-bonded fabric can give them protec-
tion from extremes of cold and wind.

After wintering, the four herbs will come alive with
new growth. Encourage the new growth with a little bal-
anced fertilizer scratched into the soil surface. Parsley will
burgeon along with its mates but will also start to put out
a seed stalk, When it is full grown and the seeds are ripe,
they will lose their green and cure. Then the parsley plant
will die. Sometimes it can be fooled into not dying by
cutting the seed stalk out as soon as it appears, but it is
usually well to let nature take its course and start new
parsley plants each spring. Sage, rosemary and thyme
will continue to grow and be happy as long as they don’t
encounter extremes of environment. Lack of water, even
in winter, may do them in. Too much water will also kill
them. Weeds will compete for their plant food, but grass
and other competitors can be kept down with a mulch.
Put down a layer of grass clippings, compost, paper, or
plastic to deter the weeds. There are hardly any diseases
or insect pests that will be fatal to your herbarium. If the
unexpected does happen, there is always helpful infor-
mation available at the Agriculture Extension Office.

If you know all of the words, croon the lyrics of "Pars-
ley, Sage, Rosemary, and Thyme" to them. They will be
happy, and so will you because these four yield leaves
that can be added to your cooking and provide additional
flavor and attractiveness to each dish. Begin simply with
a few leaves, adding more if the effect seems too mild.
Add parsiey to your salads, or as a garnish to any dish.
Use sage to give the turkey stuffing that traditional fam-
ily flavor. Bake fish or chicken with rosemary enclosed in
aluminum foil. Put a sprig or two of thyme into a cruet of
vinegar for a special taste in cooked greens or salads. And
that is just the beginning, When you discover how much
a small paich of a few herbs can do to improve the flavor
or aroma of the dishes on your table, you will want to
expand your herbarium to include other flavorful variet-
ies. And the flavors and melody will linger on. ®

Louisiana, contimied from page 6

count enly 56 others listed in addition to six starred as
part of the Young Family ("since 1942") Enterprises. This,
however, assuredly provides a sufficient number to
choose between during one weekend of opportunity.

An unexpected perk of the trip on the way home was
luscious Louisiana strawberries for sale along the road-
side.

One personal project over this summer will be obtain-
ing catalogs and information on plant specialties from
those 56 nurseries so that a more planned approach can
be taken next time we go. I'll be glad to share any infor-
mation received with interested Master Gardeners (501)
565-6583. And it's not too soon to start making plans for
next March if one is interested. o
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Trading Post Spread The News!

By Frances Young

Imelda Horne, 666-9303, has
Helieborus orientalis (Lenten roses),
hybrid niger seeds.

Gail Roberson, 834-1055, has curly
willow, pussy willow in containers.

Jan King, 758-3446, has Texas yel-
low columbine, Cleome, mother
wort, anise hyssop, foxglove.

Dolores LeCompte, 664-4795, has
purple iris available in July (name
unknown) and wants vines, wisteria,
any climbing kind.

Mildred Walton, 663-7331, has
white wisteria in gallon containers. «

Master Gardener Alert!

River Market Project

The schedule for the summer work
calendar at the River Market is June 3
and 17, July 15 and 29, August 12 and
26, and September 16 and 30. If there
are any changes in your assigned
time, call Laura Anne Wilson at 371-
9993,

Memorial

Tom Normuan, a fellow Master Gar-
dener, is being remembered by our
group with the planting of an overcup
oak tree and a memorial to First
Christian Church of Sherwood.

June Master Gardener Meeting

On June 13 at 11:30 a.m. the Mas-
ter Gardeners will meet at the state
extension office building on Univer-
sity. This meeting will not have a
single speaker on a single subject but
rather a panel who will answer your
questions — horticultural and orga-
nizational. You will have received
additional information in this mail-
ing. Please put your questions on the
enclosed card and mail it in before the
meeting,.

MGs in Southern Living
Two of our own are in Southern Liv-
ing magazine — Nancy and Duncan
Porter’s porch and garden were in the
May issue, and Jan King's garden will
be in the June issue.
See Nursery Discounters, next colummn

Does a gardening/horticultural
problem have you stumped? These
resources can help you solve nearly
any gardening dilemma:

Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Service Office
2901 West Roosevelt Road
Little Rock, Araknsas 72204
340-6650

bphelps@uaex.edu

Arkansas Cooperative
Extension Service Office
2301 South University
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204
671-2000

Pul. Co. Horticultural Hotline
340-6660

University of Arkasnas
Cooperative Extension Service
Website: http:/ /www.naex.edu

«r r(‘

. & 7

Nursery Discounters
Wear your name tag and receive a
discount from these nurseries:
Ark. Landscape & Garden Center
Burnett’s
Horticare
Lakewood Gardens
The Good Earth

Janet Lanza, professor of biology at the
University of Arkansas at Littte Rock, shared
her slides and knowledge of butterflies with
us at the May MG meeting.

8

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something

about your committee, this newslet-

ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the June MG meeting to see
your message in the July issue of the
newsletter.

You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the meeting date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. @
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Dig Into The World Of African Violets

The ultimate house plant? A plant
anyone can grow? So how come some
have lush foliage and gorgeous
blooms while others end up scraggly
with a few tiny flowers?

Let’s dig into the world of Afri-
can violets: where they come from,
which ones to get, where to get them
and how to make them grow to their
beautiful potential. ‘

Background

The original African violet or
Saintpaulia came from the southeast-
ern side of Africa, in the countries of
Tanzania and Kenya. Their natural
habitat has always been rocky hill-
sides under the canopies of tropical
forests. These first violets, discovered
in 1892, have blossom colors ranging
from blue fo purple fo all white. They
grow in two main basic forms: the
rosette and the trailer.

Rosette Form

The rosette is the traditional vio-
let plant that your grandma grew. It
is very symmetrical. Viewed from the
top, the leaves grow outward like the
spokes of a wheel. Species confusa
and S. ionantha are the two parents of
many modern-day hybrids.

Trailer Form

The trailer has several branches or
“crowns” from which small groups
of leaves sprout, rather than the one

By Lynda Harkenreader

central crown of the rosette. The gen-
erally smaller flowers are more nu-
merous and are scattered throughout,
rather than just in the center of the
rosette. Trailers have be-

lln... il

increasingly popular due to hybrid-
ization by Ralph Robinson, who pro-
duces varieties that have abundant
blossoms. Also, 5. rupiola makes anice
trailer.
Hybrids

Today’s hybrid violets have come
a long way from their ancestors found
in Africa. “Tommie Lou’ is a varie-
gated variety that has been around
since the ‘50s and is still winning
shows in the violet world. ‘Straw-
berry Festival’ is a variegated hybrid
that actually has some pink in the
leaves. If you like red violets,
‘Arapaho’ is very eye catching.

Arkansas Is Our Campus

‘Cherokee Trail’ is a variegated trailer
and is very lovely grown in a large
flat pot. There are green blossomed
violets, and up and coming is a yel-
low blossomed plant.

Beginning growers may find that
violets bought from grocery stores
and discount stores are great for
growing in windows or natural light.
Since you won't be able to buy trail-
ers from most commercial outlets,
you'll probably start with a rosette.
Any of the readily available varicties
will grow T
well in |
our cli- |;
mate.

Care Of
Violets
To suc-
cessfully |
grow
these re-
warding
plants, a
few basic
needs|
must be
met. Vio-
lets need
lots of
light to |
See Violets, |

continued
on page 7

The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to all eligible persons regardlass of race, calor, national origin, religion, gender, age,
disability, marital or veteran status, or any other legally pratected status, and is an Equal Cpportunity Employer.
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Calendar And Notes

July

The Ozark Folk Center will present a plant propagation
workshop on July 14. Hands on from greenhouse to gar-
dens. Intensive plant propagation and seed germination
theory. Activities will be based on the current season in
which the class takes place. Preregistration is required.
(870) 269-3851.

The Memphis Botanical Garden will have
an adult class on “Topiaries, Moss Balls
and Other Neat Nature Decorations”
from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. July 14.
(901) 685-1566.

The Hot Springs Tris So-
ciety will have a rhizome
salestarting at 8 a.m. on
July 15 at the Com-
munity Adult Cen-
ter at 700 Reserve
in Hot Springs.

Family Ozark
Herbal Odyssey
will be presented
by nationally ac-
claimed herbalist,
chef and garden
expert Susan
Belsinger, her
daughters, and the
Ozark Folk Center s
garden staff, July 17- Y%
21, studying herbs, ex- =%
ploring the Ozark
woods and planning and
holding gourmet cookouts. {
For information call (870)
269-3851.

On July 28 there will be an Organic
Gardening Workshop at the Ozark Folk Cen-
ter. It will cover the “how to’s” of growing vigor-
ous, healthy and healthful plants using “organic meth-
ods”. Por registration information, call (870) 269-3851.

"The Central Arkansas Iris Society will have a plant sale
July 29 at the Little Rock Garden Center at 8 a.m.

August
A workshop on Organic Container Gardening will be
given at the Ozark Folk Center on August 4. Call (870)
269-3851 for registration information.
At the Memphis Botanical Garden a noontime talk wiil
be given on “Exotic Tropicals” on August 9. (901) 685-1566.
The plant propagation workshop will be given again Au-
gust 11 at the Ozark Folk Center. See above for details.
The Hof Springs Daylily Society meefs at 10 a.m. August )
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12 at the Garland County Library.

Lake Chicot State Park at Lake Village on August 11-
13 will have guided field trips to search for early migrants
and rare birds. Contact the park at (870) 265-5480.

The Arkansas Unit of the Herb Society of America meets at
10:30 a.m. August 17 at the Little Rock Garden Center.

September
There will be sunset Inke tours September
1-30 at the Lake Chicot State Park on
the largest natural oxbow lake in the
nation: reservations required.
(870) 265-5480.
An Organic Gardening
Workshop will be
given September 4 at
the Ozark Folk Cen-
ter. For registration
information, call
(870) 269-3851.
The Missouri
Botanical Gar-
den, St. Louis,
will have its
annual fapa-
nese Festival
September 2-4,
Admission to
the Botanical
Garden costs $5,
$3 for ages 65
and over, free for
children ages 12
and younger. (800) 642-8842.
The program for the next
Pulaski County Master Gardener
/\T Meeting onSeptember 12 will be Paige
Shurgar of the Nature Conservancy.
The ArkansasOrchid Society will have a plant
auction September 17. For information call 922-3296.
There will be a Native Plant Symposium at the Ferndale
4-H Center in Little Rock on September 20. For informa-
tion call (501) 671-2232.
The White County Daylily Society will meet at 9:30 a.m.
at the Century 21 building in Searcy on September 20.

2001

The International Master Gardener Conference will be
held in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, May 29 - June 1. Con-
tact Beth if you are interested in going. If enough people
are interested, a group travel arrangement will be looked
into. 340-6650. o
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July Checklist For Master Gardeners

By Libby Thalheimer

Cutbacks

Pinch back and thin annual herbs. Deadhead spent
blooms to allow continued blooming and to prevent seed
production. Bush roses should be lightly pruned to en-
courage new growth for fall bloom.

Cover-Up

Apply a 3-inch layer of mulch around shrubs and in_

the vegetable garden to keep down weeds and to retain
moisture.
Dig In

Later in the month, plant broceoli, cabbage, cauliflower,
Irish potatoes, summer squash, southern peas, sweet corn,
tomatoes and other fall vegetables. Transplant petunia
and zinnia seedlings into your beds. Plant seeds of Can-
terbury bells, foxglove and sweet William ‘11-1/

a cold frame.

Fertile Grounds
Fertilize all in the garden ex-
cept acid-loving plants and
iris. The last application of
fertilizer for camellias
should be by July 1st.

Just Add Water (
Water deeply about R
once a week to combat ?
drought-stress. Early ,
morning is the best time /
to water. Use soaker
hoses to conserve water and

to avoid watering foliage.
Wet foliage can encourage

N

Leanginginanauens!

control this month. Use insecticidal soap or Malathion.
Or usea garlic/pepper tea, an organic insecticide, to con-
trol aphids, whiteflies and other destructive insects. Con-
trol the aphids to control mold. Mold grows on the hon-
eydew secreted by the aphids. Pick off and dispose of
bagworms on arborvitae or junipers.
Use diatomaceous earth or pyrethrum to control slugs,
fleas, ticks, cinch bugs, roaches, crickets and fire ants.
Place mothballs around the base of cucurbits, which
are susceptible to vine borers, as the adult is a moth.
Corn earworms on cannas can be controlled with Ba-
cillus thuringiensis (Bt).
Continue to check azalea, boxwood, and camellia for
lacebugs and spider mites.
Check evergreens for scale.
Keep up the spraying schedule on roses and red-tipped
photinia for black spot.
To control powdery mildew, black
spot, brown patch, or other fungal

problems, use a registered fun-

®> gicide such as Funginex, or

\ > an organic fungicide made

by mixing 4 teaspoons bak-

\ ing soda, and 1 teaspoonliq-

uid soap or vegetable oil into

Rabbidall Ll L one gallon of water. Spray

lightly on affected foliage
(fry not to spray the soil}).

Keep tomatoes supplied

with mulch, lime, calcium
and ample water. Blossom

Vs y -
Hibih e e =
Vi it Hl““" drop is a problem as daytime
diseases. Water annuals with _____/ temperature hits the upper 90s and

a salt-free club soda (fresh or
stale) to brighten and intensify their colors.

Splendor In The Grass

Set your mower height at least at 2-1/2 inches for the
summer. Longer grass blades with deeper roots are more
drought and stress tolerant. Longer grass also interferes
with weed seed germination. Aerate compacted soil to
combat weeds. Consider moss as an alternative to grass
for those shady spots with acidic, compacted soil and thin
turf. (Moss will also grow on alkaline soil.} Control crab-
grass and other grassy weeds in bermuda and zoysia by
spraying with MSMA. Be sure to water well before the
application.
Who's Bugging You?

Aphids, cutworms, corn borers, Mexican bean beetles,
spotted cucumber beetles, whiteflies, lacebugs,
bagworms, black vine weevils, chinch bugs, fungus,

Japanese beetles, leaf miners and slugs will need vigilant 5

night temperature does not fall
below 75. If blossom end rot is a problem, remember it is
a calcium deficiency and can be controlled by keeping
the moisture level constant, and by spraying three times
with Stop Rot. Even moisture will help prevent cat-fac-
ing and fruit cracking.

July Plot

Rabbiteye blueberries are still in season. Althea, anise
mint, artemisia, aster, balsam, beautyberry, bellamcanda,
buddleia, butterflyweed, campsis, cannas, chive, cleome,
clerodendrum, coneflower, coreopsis, crape myrtle,
crinum, dahlias, daisies, echevera, euphorbia, feverfew,
garlic, gaura, gladioli, hemerocallis, hibiscus, hostas, hy-
drangea, hyssop, ironweed, kerria, lantana, liatris, lilies,
lythrum, lycoris, marigolds, marjoram, miscanthus, mul-
lein, nicotiana, oregano, oxalis, petunias, phlox, portu-
laca, roses, rudbeckia, sage, salvia, scabiosa, snapdragon,
tansy, thyme, tuberose, verbena, veronica, zebra grass,
and zinnia. 'S
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- What Works!

By Kathy Kohl

My begging and pleading last month for your input
has paid dividends, as you, dear sister and brother gar-
deners, have come through with flying colors with great
tips to pass along that really work!

A Million Uses

A great aid when
plastic pan with
mixing pan available
crete and mortar area
cal home building
store. I think this
just the thing for

\potting plénts is a big
\

\sloped sides called a

in the con-
of your lo-
supply
would be
mixing up

your soils and additives.

And what
about all those
seeds we collect? A
gardener has passed

along a clever
for organizing
seeds that finds
yet another use
for those
handy film” cans and egg
cartons. Store collected seeds in the
cans, label with file folder labels and
store upright in the egg cartons. They
stay dry, handy and don’t take up much
room.

More Organic Wisdom

Master Gardener Ginny Jayroe passes along
some great info she gleaned from the July/Au-
gust 2000 issue of Organic Gardening magazine. If
you have fungi or mildew on your zucchini, a new
“organic” method for controlling it is to combine 1
cup of milk in 9 cups of water and spray it on twice a
week. According to the research, this was more effective
than the fungicides fenarinol and benonyl.

Black spot a problem on your roses? Grind a large
bunch of fomato leaves and mix with 5 pints of water
and 1 ounce of cornstarch. Keep this mixture refrigerated
and spray your roses bushes once a week. This is not only
effective on black spot, but also aphids, cabbage worms
and squash borers.

And, if spider mites are your nemesis, you can spray
plants with a mixture of 1/2 cup buttermilk, and 4 cups
wheat flour to 5 gallons of water.

Ants, ants, everywhere ants! It seems ants don't like
cucumber peels, cleaning powder, bone meal, black pep-
per or white vinegar. And it is said they will never cross a

chalk line. Well, draw a line on the patio or wherever they
tend to march and check this one out for yourself!

And rubbing pennyroyal (Menfha Pulegium) on your
skin will repel mosquitoes.

Presto!

To freshen up your glass vases and remove those un-
sightly stains that you just can't seem to reach down in
the bottom, fill the vase with water and drop in two Alka-

‘Seltzer tablets and plop-plop fizz-fizz away that scum.

Tools rusty? Soak overnight in white vinegar and rust-
be-gone. Spray lightly with vegetable cooking oil, wip-
ing away the excess.

Sometimes those powdered chemicals or organic mix-
tures don’t completely dissolve in water and will clog up
your sprayer. To prevent this, stretch a nylon stocking
over the mouth of the sprayer when pouring in the mix-
ture to strain out any solid pieces.

By The Light Of The Moon
The Farmer’s Almanac suggests the following dates for
maximizing your results:
Plant root crops July 20- . 21, and 28-29.
/ Plant above-

= ground

/\ crops July
10-11.

Prune

to en-

cour-

age

growth

July 3
and
12-13.

% Pnme
/ to dis-
courage
growth
July 22-23.
Same time next month folks. Keep

s

4ﬁ

A——

those cards and letters and phone calls with words
of garden wisdom coming my way so I can pass
them along,

You can reach me as follows: (e-mail) kkOhlZ@juno.com;
(phone) 376-4551; (U.S. mail} P. O. Box 250524, LR, AR
72225, Until next month,

Ciao! o
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By Annette Hurley

Most gardeners invest a great deal of time, energy and
money trying to defy bugs and disease. Mother Nature
hands us persistent pests, hungry slugs and horrific
blights. As patrons of the earth, we gardeners must ex-
amine why these lv perplexing struggles exist. The
true key to pest control is knowledge and un-
derstanding,

The diverse
are intercon-
within those
trol problems
side effects.

Why not introduce methods to bring in the “good
bugs”? Instead of using chemical poisoning, seek out
methods that will bring the beneficial bugs in to your
garden to help you fight those pesky insects!

First of all, choose plants that are healthy and don’t
bring pests from the garden center. Plants that are suit-
able for our region and that are resistant cultivars work
best. These plants can actually avoid prob- ‘v,y)
lems, and new cultivars are being intro-

r
duced each season.

An easy way to reduce insect problems
in the garden is to make your garden a
more suitable environment for the benefi-
cial insects like ladybugs, ground beetles and
parasitic wasps. Make a “bug bath” for your garden by

life forms in your garden
nected to teach you to work
systems to manage and con-

partially fill- ing an old birdbath or container
withrockor gravel. Then add just enough
water to \  keep the stones moist. Since
most ben- eficial insects are struggling
for dew on hot summer mornings, this

water helps <=~ ™ {hem survive a summer

drought and keeps the good bugs in your garden, not
travelling somewhere else.

Grow small flowers such as mint, carrot and daisies to
draw beneficial bees, wasps and flies. Abienmial crop such
as parsley attracts parasitic wasps and
predatory flies. By letting some of your
vegetables like cabbage, mustard and
broccoli bolt and flower, these blossoms
will entice beneficials too. Other sugges-
tions for borders are dill, caraway, “‘White - -"/_.n
Sensation’ cosmos, buckwheat, fennel,
spearmint, ‘Lemon Gem’ marigold, tansy, white clover
and crimson clover.

The toad is a great garden “gatekeeper”. Few natural
pest controls are as effective as the lowly toad. During
the summer months, just one toad can consume as many

M

without causing damaging

as 110 slugs, cutworms, caterpillars and other flying and
crawling creatures every day. Lure the toads to a cool,
shelter such as a broken ceramic pot up-
side down in the garden. To make a toad
house out of a plastic bucket, turn it up-
side down and - cut an arch-
way atthe base - then put
% the shelter ina | moist
» place out of the sun, Q\ and
throw topsoil up around the 2 side to
keep it anchored.
Put sandpaper collars around your plants by cutting
“doughnuts” from sheets of sandpaper, or recycle used
discs. Cut a slit to the center of each circle and slip the
collars around the stems, laying them on the ground.
Slugs love dog chow. Soak dry dog food in just enough
water to make it squishy, then put small piles of the bait
directly on the ground in the beds. Slugs will be
clustered around the dog chow and you can
scoop them up.

aphids and scale.

’ }J“\ mIr)ater you can
knock off the un- >  wanted pests. This
must be done every other  day.

Here’s a recipe to make your own batch of firewater:

2-4 jalapeno, habenero or serrano peppers

3 cloves garlic

1 quart water

By using a big blastof

Mix all of the ingredients in a blender
let them steep in a quart jar of water
the sun for several days. Strain
through cheesecloth or pantyhose.
Spray as needed. Repeat after a rain.
b B Remember to listen and watch for signs
in your "~ garden. If you're patient and nurturing, Mother
Nature will show you something. It may be the health of
your soil, which can always be amended with minerals
and compost to deter disease. Compost  is
Mother Nature’s “black magic”. hﬂ} Sy
Try to use a safe, non-chemical
in your vegetable garden. As there
many substitutes available, you
take the time to learn the methods
farmers and gardeners before synthetic
were born.
If you are interested in more suggestions, my email is:
ahurl@aol.com or call me at Positive Growth Organic
Lawn Care: 223-2237. o

method
ar e
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chemicals
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By Carl Goodson

A vegetable garden is usually thought of as a collec-
tion of annual plants grown from seed and completing
their life cycle within one season. But there are a few veg-
etables that do not die at the end of the sea-gon; they
stay alive, though dormant, through the win-
ter and come up again in the spring. So ’
mul-

they qualify as perennials. This article
will describe three: asparagus,
Jerusalem artichokes, and
tiplier onions.

Perennials must be grown in

a place that will not be dis- \ (,"/"
turbed by the yearly ritual of plow- /
ing and replanting. So they mustbe to ) /

one side of the plowed area. The
ground needs to be thoroughly

prepared because these plants / \

will be in their place for sev-
eral years.
Asparagus e

Asparagus must be planted
deeply in friable soil. After having plowed as
deeply as possible prepare the exact location of
the asparagus plants by digging a ditch about two
feet deep. In the bottom of the ditch, stir in abouta
foot of well rotted compost with amendments rec-
ommended in a soil test. At planting time, place
the asparagus with roots spread out in all direc-
tions. Then backfill more soil and compost, just /
covering the root clumps. As the first shoots /
begin to grow, backfill some more, continu-
ing the process until the bed is again at

‘>

large enough. Then let the beauti- //
ful foliage continue to grow through
the season. After frost, or later if the foli- ’\\f"\
age is still attractive with its small red ber- ries,
cut the fronds down at soil level and take them away.
Then scratch in some all-purpose fertilizer, some more
compost, and again wait until spring sends up more of

oy

ground level.
Depending on whether you have

purchased one-, two- or three-year-

old roots, you will wait until the

spring that begins to reveal ‘
harvestable stalks about a "
half inch in diameter. Con-
tinue to harvest daily until the

size of new shoots is no longer

[/

the delectable sprouts.

Jerusalem artichokes o

Jerusalem artichokes are not really artichokes, but are
members of the sunflower family. This will reveal itself
to you when the plants emerge, followed later by small
sunflower-shaped and -colored blossoms in summer. The
plants will grow to be six to eight feet tall.

To start a patch, prepare a permanent bed by digging
in compost and recommended amendments. Then plant

the tubers about six inches deep. Water thoroughly. The

plants are vigorous growers and have few insect en-

emies. Let the plants die back in the fall. Cut the stalks

off about six inches above the ground so that you can
see where to dig for tubers.

During the winter, at a time of your choosing, dig and
harvest the tubers, They will be gnarled and irregular in
shape. Pick up only the largest tubers for use. Peeled,

salted and boiled, their taste is something like a wild

turnip, earthy. Take as many of the tubers at a time

as you wish. You will not find them all; there will

be enough left in the ground to have seeded it for

the next season., Before growth starts next vear,

fertilize and apply enough compost to discour-

age weeds. The plants are so vigorous that they

seldom allow weeds to grow in their
shade.

\‘\ Multiplier

Onions
%_ Multiplier
onions are, as

the name sug-

gests, bulbs that

r propagate

themselves by

sending up mul-

tiple plants from one

bulb. After planting

the single bulbs in a well pre-

pared bed, all the gardener needs to do

is to harvest the spring onions when they are a

desirable size. Leave at least one of the clump in the bed

for the next round of growth. They will continue to grow

as long as moisture is available, They will stop growing
when the ground gets cold.

The next spring, up they come again to provide spring

onions much earlier than any grown from plants, bulbs,

or seeds. '
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Book Review

By Lois Clifton

Top Rated
Ground Covers

and How to Use Them In Your Garden

By Horticultural Associates, Inc.,
Racine, Wisconsin
Western Publishing Co., Inc.

Ground covers make up a unique group of landscape
plants. They are the only permanent plants that can pro-
vide a sweep of greenery or color without blocking your
view or creating a closed-in feeling. They act as a physi-
cal barrier but do not create a visual barrier. They give
the garden a finished look.

Ground covers are wonderful for companion plant-
ing. Select companions whose texture and color create
interesting visual combinations. Root systems of many
ground covers are shallow and unaggressive and will not
compete with those of their companions.

One of the best ways to use ground covers is as prob-
lem solvers. They will often grow under trees and in wet
places decorating otherwise bare ground.

Ground cover plantings are generally easy to care for
and do not require a great investment of money and
effort to maintain them. Your greatest investment will be
made during the time the planting is becoming estab-
lished — thereafter, maintenance is minimal.

The book has 125 colored illustrations with descrip-
tions of each. The section on “How to Plant” is excellent.
This is a beneficial book you will really enjoy reading. ¢

Suzhou-Style Gardens

This summer, the largest Suzhou style garden outside China
will open in Portland, Oregon. The $10 million garden is a work
of art and a symbol of friendship between an American and a
Chinese city. All the buildings, bridges, mosaic pathways and
even the towering rockery were painstakingly made in Suzhou.
The Garden of Awakening Orchid will be freestanding on an
entire city block in Chinatown and near to the riverfront. Within
the enclosed garden, serpentine walkways, ponds, bridges, and
open colonnades will guide visitors through a meticulously
arranged landscape of fantastic rock groupings, delicate trees
and shrubs, lattice screens, and pavilions. It will take several
hundred thousand roof tiles to cover the walkways and build-
ings which traverse the lake, mountains and forest of the gar-
den. All of them are essential and each depends upon the sup-
port of the next.

Suzhou Style

Suzhou is a historic capitol of China. Built on a growing
network of regional shipping canals, Suzhou was platted not
with streets but with waterways. These canals and the numer-
ous stone bridges eventually earned Suzhou the nickname the
“Venice of China”. It is located just a two-hour bus or train ride
from Shanghai. It is one of China’s oldest, most historically im-

ortant and well-preserved cities, laced with unique styled,
ec Suzhou Style, contintied on page 8

Violets, continued from page 1

grow and bloom properly but do not need direct sun-
light. Anorth or east window is best, although south and
west is okay, provided the window is shaded.

The natural-light violet needs a good quality potting
mix and likes to stay evenly moist, drying out just slightly
before the next watering.

Most store-bought viclets are in a commercial potting
mix which has been sprayed with an additive to hold
water. So be careful not to overwater your violets. Water-
ing from the top or bottom is fine; both will work in mod-
eration.

A well-fed violet is a happy violet. A good fertilizer
should be used, such as Miracle Grow, Peters, etc. Use
10-10-10 or 20-20-20 for growth and something with a
higher middle number for flowering. Use this fertilizer
1/8 teaspoon to a gallon of water every time you water,
for a lush plant. Remember to use one watering without
fertilizer to flush out any built-up salts.

Proper grooming is also necessary to keep plants in
tip-top shape. Remove old flowers and old or yellowing
leaves. The natural-light violet needs to be turned fre-
quently to help the plant grow symmetrically. Violets have
hairy leaves, so a bath under a tepid spray is beneficial
and needed to keep leaves in shape. Just remember to
pat them dry and don’t let the water sit on leaves over-
night. This and cold water is what causes spotting.

When your violet needs to be repotted, you can buy
potting mix, preferably a light, porous type, at your local
greenhouse. However, you can make a much better mix
yourself at home. A good start on a homemade mix in-
cludes 1/3 peat, 1/3 perlite and 1/3 vermiculite. Some
growers add dolomite lime and charcoal. In the deep
south, a light mix is needed, so increase the perlite if your
soil stays too wet or if your leaves turn yellow or wilt,

After youbecome a more experienced grower, you will
want to look into the numerous varieties and colors avail-
able from modern hybridizers.

Words don’t do justice to them, but if you have access
to a computer at home or at the library, go to the website
of the African Violet Society of America, Inc., http://
www.avsa.org, for pictures and information. If writing,
contact them at AVSA, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, TX
77702. You get a free trial magazine with color pictures of
many prize-winning old and new varieties. It also con-
tains the latest culture information and tips on growing
your perfect violet.

Commercial growers like Cape Cod Violetry in Mas-
sachusetts also have a fairty complete catalog for species.

So take the plunge and try a violet. e

LA
S GARDENING ... IS SIMPLY
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PT UNDERSTANDING AND
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Oriental Gardens, continued from page 7
implosively detailed gardens.

Gardens have long been considered
the highest of all art forms in China. The
tradition began with the landscaping of
imperial palaces around 3,000 years ago.
Suzhou’s gardens are a wholly distinct
tradition, dating to the 15th century,
when the city became China’s trading
and financial capital, The city’s wealthy
patrons developed a tradition of small,
private retreats unprecedented in their
complexity and craftsmanship.

Though the most famous garden of the
era— the Garden of the Humble Admin-
istrator — is more than 10 acres in size,
most were much smaller. But within their
high walls, what unfolds are miniature
worlds where every view has been con-
sidered with the care of a painting. Wind-
ing pathways and zigzagging bridges
turn the visitor through processions of
changing views, each dynamically juxta-
posing large and small, light and dark,
foreground and background and — the
two key elements of all Chinese gardens
— land and water.

Empowered by such extraordinary pa-
tronage, the Ming-era garden designers
became masters of illusion and scale.
Spectacular architecture is surrounded by
dramatically sculpted rocks that rise with
the splendor of mountain ranges. The
plantings are carefully selected for color,
shape, texture and even what they sound
like in the wind and rain. Even the path-
ways are paved in mosaics designed both
to look at and to massage the feet.

By 1912 there were 168 gardens in
Suzhou. Now there are 50, 12 of which
have been restored and opened to the
public. A governmental agency, Suzhou
Garden Design Institute, oversees the cre-
ation of Suzhou-style gardens. The only
difference between the details of the his-
toric gardens and the parts being crafted
at present is the patina of age.

The Classical Garden Construction
Company, one of several such companies,
crafts the parts for renovations and for
export. Historically the skill to make the
parts was handed down father to son. But
in more recent times, the artisans are
trained for three or four years in second-
ary school. Power tools were only intro-
duced about 10 years ago. But even to-
day, they are served for only the most
basic tasks. Most work is still done by
hand.

For the Portland garden, the Classical
Garden Construction Company artisans
have created a main pavilion comprised
of more than 2,000 parts, from the posts
and beams of the structure to the tiny
blossoms and bamboo shoots of the bench
backs, carved in wood and fastened to-
gether in infricate mortise and tenon
joints,

Continued in next column

Master Gardener Alert

Dues

If you haven't paid your dues for
the year, please send your check for
$10 to the Extension Office. About 40
of you need to check and make sure
you haven’t done so yet.

Meetings

The next Pulaski County Master
Gardener Meeting is September 12.
There will not be July or August meet-

Trading Post

By Frances Young

Martha Whitehurst, 868-4517, has
wild flowers — Mexican hat.

Paul McDonnell, 224-9094, has var-
iegated ivy ground cover.

Lou Sanders, 221-9722, has Aucuba
seedlings.

Bettye Jane Daugherty, 221-2865,
has foxglove seedlings and chame-

I 0%
w
’ 9

leon plant. o
Oriental Gardens, cont. from previous column
Other Suzhou Gardens

The Staten Island Horticultural Soci-
ety Garden, the city of Vancouver, B.C.,
the New York’'s Metropolitan Museum
and the Splendid China theme park in
Orlando were created by the Suzhou
Garden Designing Institute and Suzhou
Classical Garden Construction Company.

8

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the-second Tuesday of July to
see your message in the Augustissue
of the newsletter.

You may bring your information to
or send it to: Beth Phelps, Pulaski
County Cooperative Extension Of-
fice, 2901 West Roosevelt Rd., Little
Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney ,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan®@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If youhave late-breaking news un-
available by the closing date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. o
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Background

Current interest in herbal remedies
and recipes has revived the beautiful
and really practical knot garden as an
ideal setting for herbs and
flowers.

Knot gardens have a
long and respected his-
tory. They were in vogue
in the 16th and 17th cen-
turies. Travelers to Is-
lamic countries, Persia,
Italy and France came
back to Western Europe
excited about impressive
gardens structured with
hedging plants in elabo-
rate interwoven patterns.
Wealthy merchants and
landowners in England
enthusiastically adopted
these structured gardens,
which they called “knot gardens”.
Italians called them “ricami”, while
the French used “parterre”.

American settlers and pioneers
raised only food and herbs for cook-
ing and medicine in their gardens at
first. However, as the nation pros-
pered, plant lovers who could emu-
lated the gardens of the countries
they left behind. Many of our botani-
cal gardens and large estates show
examples of the knot garden tradi-
tion, as in Williamsburg and the

Why Knot?

By Julia Loyall

National Botanical Garden.

The knot garden provides a lasting
structure sorely needed in vigorous
herb and perenmal gardens, where

The OId State House fountain garden is an example of a modified knof design.

the more delicate specimens are
often eliminated by the aggressive
ones in the plant world. Narrow
ribbon-like lines of hedge follow the
gardener’s design of interlocking geo-
metric shapes to form compartments
for bulbs, herbs, flowers, topiary,
statuary, mulch, gravel or whatever.
Hedging material may be of any
height, closely trimmed or informal,
but must faithfully follow its definite
pattern.

Traditionally, woody herbs are

* Arkansas Is Our Campus

used for the hedges: germander, lav-
ender, hyssop, artemisia, santolina,
winter savory and thyme. Dwarf box-
Woods or other dense, clippable
Bl dwari shrubs are popular.
Two colors of the same plant
make the pattern more effec-
tive.
Theory
The closed knot garden
has interlacing lines of hedge,
often trimmed to appear to

crosseach
other

They may
be alter-
nately
clipped
higher
and lower
toseem to

See Knot
Garden,
continued on

page 6

The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to all eligible persons regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, age,
disability, marital or veteran status, or any ather legally protected status, and is an Equal Opporiunity Employer.
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Calendar And Notes

August

From July 31 through August 11, the Ridgeway Cen-
ter at the Missouri Botanical Garden, (314) 577-5400, will
feature a waterlily exhibition.

A workshop on Organic Container Gardening is sched-
uled at the Ozark Folk Center on August 4. Call (870)
269-3851 for registration information.

The Memphis Botanical Garden noontime talk on
August 9 is on Exotic Tropicals. (901)
685-1566.

The Plant Propagation Workshop
is scheduled for
August 11
at the

Folk Center. Hands-
on, from greenhouse
to gardens. Intensive
plant propagation
and seed germina-
tion theory. Activities
will be based on the
current season in which the class takes place.
Preregistration is required at (870) 269-3851.

The Hot Springs Daylily Society meets at 10 a.m.
August 12 at the Garland County Library.

Lake Chicot State Park at Lake Village on August 11 -
13 will have guided field trips to search for early migrants
and rare birds. Contact the park at (870) 265-5480.

The Arkansas Unit of the Herb Society of America meets
at 10:30 a.m. August 17 at the Little Rock Garden Center.

September

There will be sunset lake tours September 1 - 30 at the
Lake Chicot State Park. Lake Chicot is the largest natural
oxbow lake in the nation: reservations are required. (870)
265-5480.

An Organic Gardening Workshop is scheduled for
September 4 at the Ozark Folk Center. For registration
information, call (870) 269-3851.

On September 10 at 2 p.m., the Arkansas Hosta Society
will meet at Christ Episcopal Church at 6th and Scoft in
Little Rock.

The program for the next Pulaski County Master Gar-
dener Meeting on September 12, 11:30 am., (at the state
extension office on University Avenue) will be Paige
Shurgar of the Nature Conservancy. '

The Arkansas Orchid Society will have a plant auction

September 17. For informa-
\tion call (501) 922-3296.

) There will be a Native
Plant Symposium at the
Ferndale 4-H
Center in

3

L‘H-M Rock

on September 20, Regis-
tration information will
be out soon. Check with
Mrs. McKinney or Beth at
340-6650.

The White County Daylily Society will
meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Century 21 building
in Searcy on September 20.

2001

The International Master Gardener Conference will be
held in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, May 29 - June 1. Con-
tact Beth if you are interested in attending. If enough
people are interested, we’ll look into a group travel
arrangemment. 340-6650. &

M4~ The more I hear
%@g@@ of horticulture,
DI the more I like
MBI Platn 83T NS
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August Checklist For Master Gardeners

By Libby Thalheimer

Cut Backs

Cut back leggy annuals and fertilize. Disbud chrysan-
themums and dahlias for specimen blooms. Shear
browallia, torenia and verbena for rebloom. If your day-
lilies, iris or Virginia
bluebells ‘didn 't
bloom well the last few years,
divide them now through the end of
September. Dig up the entire clump and
remove soil from the roots to expose the
crown. Pull plants apart by hand, or split with
a sharp knife. Replant the new divisions
about 12 to 18 inches apart.

Cut back and divide chives,
ram, mint, and oregano. Pot them

sweet marjo-
and place ina

sunny window for a winter supply.
Prune shrub roses to remove errant
branches and direct new growth; do not prune

climbers at this time.

Cut back perennials and peonies
decline. =
Cut red raspberry canes to the
ground when they have finished

ing.

Let your lawn grow about 2 1/2
inches tall during the hottest part of
summer. Grass is under stress this time
of year and needs the extra leaf surface \‘
for photosynthesis. The turf will stay

thick enough to slow evaporation from
soil.
Avoid pruning azaleas, forsythia//
and other spring-flowering shrubs
now, because they are forming /

flower buds for next spring’s
displays.
Amendments

If the ground becomes dry,
water an inch or two once a
week. Regular watering keeps
plants from overheating and
from dehydrating. Insuffi-
cient watering can lead to
even established plants’
slow death.

Mulching plants at | \
least three inches helps
to retain moisture and to k

as they

fruit-

keep down weeds.
When using any kind of

fungicide, herbicide or insecticide, be sure

plants to be treated contain plenty of moisture. I there is
3

" not enough moisture in the plants, too much of the chemi-

cal may be absorbed, possibly damaging the plants.

Check container plants daily and water as needed.

Give spring-flowering ornamentals and warm-season
grasses a light application of fertilizer. Fertilize roses with
granular rose food or liquid formulations as recom-
mended on the label. Fertilize chrysanthemums, dahlias,
asters and other fall blooming plants now. Apply about 1
cup of liquid fertilizer or 1 tablespoon of granular 10-10-
10 around the plant.
Dig In

You can plant a second crop of cosmos, marigolds,
melampodium, sanvitalia, zinnias and zinnia linearis.

Plant oriental poppies and leave undisturbed.

Plant fall blooming bulbs now — crocus, colchicums,
spider lilies. .

For the fall garden, plant broccoli plants, cabbage
plants, and cauliflower plants.

Take cuttings of geraniums, penstemons and begonias
and plant or pot them.

Sow What

Sow seeds of dwarf basil and parsley directly into pots
50 you can have an indoor herb garden this winter.

Cool season vegetables that can be planted now are:
bush beans, lima beans, beets, chinese cabbage, carrots,
swiss chard, collards, cucumbers, kale, mustard, south-
ern peas, summer squash and turnips. Plant calendula,
columbine, daisies, forget-mne-nots, pansies, sweet will-

iam and violas in a cold frame.

Who Is Bugging You?
Now is a good time to use herbicides to get rid of
grassy weeds, as well as poison ivy and horey-
suckle. Be sure to follow label direc-
tions!  Since poisonivy and hon-
eysuckle are perennials,
applying Roundup
now can keep them
from stor-
ingup nu-
trients for
winter and
reduce the
chance of
their sur-
viving until
L-H'M spring,
You may notice the webs of webworms on the limbs of
pecan, cherry, persimmon and sycamore trees. Remove
and destroy webs and apply Bacillus thuringiensis (BT)
spray to the worm-eaten leaves.

See Checklist, continued on page 8
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What Works!

By Kathy Kohl

It's hot, it’s dry — those dog days are upon us, and I'm
not talking poodles!

It's A Water Thang

‘Tis the time of year when a gardener’s water bill takes
a giant leap upward. If you are like me, no matter how
often you change out the gaskets, you just can’t get all
the water hose connection leaks to stop. For
ahandy and economical remedy, pick
up a roll of inexpensive Teflon
plumber’s tape and wrap the
threads of the male connec-
tor ends. Works like a
charm.

To beat the heat
while working out-
doors in these
sweltering condi- »

wet a lightweight
—

bath towel with ‘

-
. T
o

cold water, wring
it out and wear it
around your neck
like a collar to keep
your body tem-
perature down.
My personal favor- >,
ite heat-beating tech-
nique is to work amid
the sprinkler hoses while {
they are going full blast.
If watering shrubs and
plants close to the foundation of your
home causes water seepage into the base-
ment or crawl space, use soaker hoses in your foun-
dation beds.

Cut And Dried

We can enjoy these wonderful summer blooms all year
by drying our flowers and storing them between layers
of tissue paper in cardboard boxes in a cool, dry location.
Then we can use them later for colorful wintertime flower
arrangements.

Here are some helpful tips to keep in mind when dry-
ing flowers: Warm air drying generally provides a crisper
appearance and more intense color. ... Cool air drying re-
sults in a softer look and more muted colors. ... Flowers
should be picked on a dry day after the dew has evapo-
rated. ... Choose flowers in the beginning stage of full
bloom to prevent drooping when dried. ... Dry flowers
away from bright light to avoid fading. ... Flowers are

ready to be stored when the stem is dry and rigid. ... In-
clude a few sachets of moth crystals or other moth repel-
lant in storage boxes to prevent insect damage to these
delicate flowers. S

More Good Ideas

Those pesky ants invading your hummingbird feed-
ers looking for a sweet drink of water? Grease
or oil about a 2 inch length of the cord or
chain your feeder is hanging from to
create an impassable slippery

slope.

Ever forget to wear your
gloves when seeding
those hot peppers? For
immediate relief, soak
hands in a miracle
solution made with
1 to 2 teaspoons of
instant tea to 1 pint

of cool water.
African violets
don't like for their
leaves to touch clay
pot edges — this
can damage or kill
the leaves. Cover the
edges of the pots
with duct tape, and
this will protect the
delicate leaves, which
will then grow to drape over

Y" the edges, hiding the tape.

Foke salad seems to be a fact of
life in these parts. If you don’t like to eat
it, you can still put this nuisance volunteer to

good use. Boil the leaves, strain off the liquid and use
in a sprayer bottle as a repellant for aphids.
By The Light Of The Moon

The Farmer’s Almanac suggests the following August
dates for maximizing your results:

Plant roof crops August 16, 17, 25, 26

Plant above ground crops August 6,7

Prune to encourage growth August 8, 9

Prune to discourage growth August 18, 19, 27
Until We Meet Again ‘

Stay cool brother and sister gardeners and keep those
ideas and pearls coming my way. You can reach me as
follows: (e-mail) kkohl2@juno.com; (phone) 376-4552;
(U.S. Mail) F. O. Box 250524, Little Rock, AR 72225. o
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Collect Your Own Seeds

By Carl Goodson

This is the time of the year to begin thinking about
next year’s gardens. Whether your interest is vegetables
or flowers, you will naturally think of the ones that did
well in your garden, or that you like most. And those

varieties may be propagated with the seeds that are rip--

ening this time of year.

Selectivity is the key word. You will not want to save
and plant seeds of undesirable kinds. You need to avoid
those that you planted this year from hybrid seed. They
will not produce plants like the ones that you thought
were great this year. They have a planmed genetic back-
ground that is designed to produce well with a minimum
of disease and infestation. But the seeds that they pro-
duce most likely will not reproduce in kind.

Seeds that are from “heirloom” varieties, or from vari-
eties that you want to become “heirloom” varieties, are
what you want to select. An-
other word to describe
them is “open-pollinated”.
That is, the best seeds for /
next year’s gardens come
from blossoms and seed ===\
pods that have been fer-
tilized by bees and other flying polli-
nators. What they have done is tobring
genetic material from other plants
nearby, and have strengthened
the vitality of the next genera-
tion of plants. ‘

Selectivity in practice means
that you are looking for the va-
rieties that bloomed and seton
seed pods productively. So be-
gin the process by looking for =
the following;:

1. Seed pods or flower heads that
have shed their blossoms or have dried up blos-
soms.

2. Pods that are ripe, signaled by the fact that they are
turning yellow or brown.

3. Pods that are full of seeds. Sometimes this is a ripe
fruit that has the qualities you want, and you can sacri-
fice the fruit itself to gain the seeds.

4. One variety at a time. Gather in a clean container,
and label your container with the name of the variety and
the color or quality that is desirable. On the label include
the date collected.

From now til after frost you can be watching for speci-
mens to bring in and save their seed. During this collect-
ing season you will want to do the following:

1. Dry the seed pod thoroughly. In the case of fruit,
remove the seeds and let seeds and pulp dry thoroughly.

2. Separate the seeds from the pods, pulp, spent blos-
soms, leaves, and stems. Depending on the size of the
seed, this can be done by sifting, or by blowing the un-
wanted dry material gently away:.

3. Dry again, to make sure that, when packed away,
the seeds will be in a dry environment.

4. Put dry seeds into an air-tight container along with
their Jabel. A small amount of silica gel will provide more
insurance that the seeds will stay dry. Store the container
in a cool (but not freezing), dark storage area.

5. Well in advance of the next planting season, test the
germination of your seeds. In wet paper towels, count
out a convenient number of seeds in multiples of ten. Keep
the medium wet, warm, and light for a reasonable time.
Then count the number of seeds that have begun to ger-

.. minate. If eight out of ten have germinated, you

~ have an 80% chance of getting your
sceds to
come up af-
ter planting in
the garden.
Some vegetables
= = that you may want to save seed from:
: okra, beans, peppers, corn, collards, tomatoes,
cucumbers, squash, gourds and melons.

Herbs that are well worth the effort: dill, basil
and fennel. Seeds in this group also may be col-
lected to be used in cooking.

Annual flowers that may be profitable to col-
lect: sunflower, celosia, spider plant, cosmos, nas-
turtium, morning glory, nicotiana and zinnia. Un-

der good conditions, some of these will self-sow; that
is, seeds will drop to the ground, remain viable on the
ground through the winter, and then germinate at the
right time next year.

Perennial flowers are usually propagated by root divi-
sion, layering, or rooted cuttings. But some are easily
propagated from saved seed, such as: shasta daisies, cone
flowers, butterfly weed, lantana, hosta, hibiscus, sweet
peas and coreopsis.

One reason for collecting seed is to save the expense of
rebuying seed year after year. When time is more valu-
able, you may decide to collect few seeds and buy most.

Another reason for collecting seed is that you can ex-
change favorite varieties with other gardeners. There are
clubs that have established nationwide networks of ex-
change, especially of the “heirloom” varieties.

But the main reason to preserve seed is that you know
the variety and you want to preserve ifs existence. o
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Knot Garden, continued from page 1

weave over and under each other. Access to the compart-
ments is only from their perimeter. The most popular
closed knot garden pattern has the “True Lover’s Knot”,
two links of a chain crossed and interwoven with a circle
in a never-ending line to symbolize unending love.

In the open knot garden, lines of hedge do not inter-
sect. One can move within the sections to reach the herbs
and flowers, and the open know holds more plants.

In both types, the entire garden may be bordered with
paths or hedge or both. Paths or walks lead to a focal
point — a bench, pool, sundial, tree, garden sculpture,
arbor — that is the choice of the de51gner These gardens
may be as large or small, for- 8 '
mal or informal as the plan-
ner intends.

Planning is all-important.
Measure the area. Make a |
scale drawing on grid paper. ;
Draw the basic design of geo-
metric shapes which the rib-
bon of hedge will follow
Show the walkways and focal |
point. Landscape books pro-
vide great knot garden de- |
signs. The garden should be |
placed where the pattern can
be viewed from above— a |
window, patio, deck. "
Practical Considerations

Obtain all the hedging materials you will use at the
same time from the same place, or have cuttings ready to
plant.

Clear turf off the area. Level and smooth the ground.
Lay out your design, perimeter first, using a tape mea-
sure, sticks and string. Mark lines clearly with lime or
chalk. (The top half of a plastic bottle makes a good line-
marking funnel.)

To construct a circle: mark out a square first, mark its
diagonals with string or lime to find the center, and place
a long nail or stick in the center. Attach string to the nail
and to the neck of the funmel and walk the funnel around
justinside the perimeter of the square, marking the circle
as you go.

Draw any arcs as part of a circle. An oval can be made
from two semicircles with a rectangle between.

Plant your hedge material, carefully following your
markings. Water faithfully until plants are established.

In two years, late spring cuttings should make a con-
tinuous low hedge. Little container plants set 12 inches
apart become a low bushy hedge by the next fall. Setting
them 8 inches apart results in a faster fill-in. If they be-
come too crowded, transplant alternate plants elsewhere.
In late summer, plant cuttings directly in the garden.

Plant extra cuttings in a pot in case plants are lost over
winter, so replacements will match the originals.

Trim hard in the early spring. Keep clipping tops to

encourage bushy growth. To avoid low dieback, slope
trimming outward toward the plant base so lower plant
branches receive more sun. Herbal hedges grow fast but
may need replacement after four or five years. Their clip-
pings make potpourri or sachet!

From extra copies of your knot design, draw to scale
the plant map for the herbs and/ or flowers you will plant
in the compartments of the garden, allowing room for
growth, harvesting, and trimming around them and the
hedge ribbons. Containerize, or do not use, invasive
plants like mint or soapwort.”

Complete the garden at once or at will. The project can
be mexpenswe if you use cuttmgs and raise your herbs

: ¥ from seed. Shepherd’s in

[ North Carolina can pro-
vide herb seeds and
plants not available lo-
cally, as can other catalog
sources. Master Garden-
ers and other friends at
local nurseries will also
help.

Local Gardens
Which Use Knot

| Garden Features

The Old State House
has "Wintergreen’ box-
: wood borders around
‘opan knot herb gardan four wedge-shaped beds
of rose-pink impatiens, which radiate from that fabulous
fountain. Stepping stones and walkways border the foun-
tain. Four tall urns with trailing ivy and little spruce trees
finish the picture. Master Gardeners take a bow, espe-
cially Bettye Jane Daugherty, who designed the layout.

The School for the Blind garden uses herbs with a
variety of scents and textures for the students to study
and enjoy. The sunken oval garden has an outer hedge
and walkway, with fine brick planters which form figure
eight patterns around the lower oval. Brick steps take the
children down where they can touch the herbs and read
the braille labels comfortably. The focal point is a fish
pond. Our Betty Pagan made the plant design for this
open knot garden maintained by the Herb Society.

The County Extension Office on Roosevelt Road (see
photo) is proud of the open knot herb garden Betty
designed and her team of Master Gardeners maintains.
The plan has inner ovals north and south, with stepping
stones east to west.

‘China Doll’ roses accent the sides, and ‘Minimum’
thyme around the stones doesn’t mind footsteps. Mound-
ing ‘Mother-of-Thyme’ borders the center of the oval,
which has mainly colorful ornamental herbs. The south
oval has a maple tree and perky viola border around cu-
linary herbs. On the north, low-growing nandinas
visible from the street are accented with ‘Powis Castle’
artemisia. o
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Project Highlights: A Monthly Article Featuring A Pulaski County Master Garden

The Old Mill

By Gena Norris

Having grown up with The Old Mill as a playground,
I thought writing about this Master Gardener Project
would be very easy. However, I find myself at a loss of
words to describe the grounds. Words such as beautiful,
lovely, amazing? The gar-
den is all of those things, but
so are other gardens. Those
words are inadequate for
my descriptive needs.

How do I describe a
project where plantings and
native plants look so natu-
ral that it appears as if they
all just grew there on their
own, because it was the best
place to grow?

Native trees, which are
marked with plaques, in-
clude several varieties of
oak, eastern redbuds, black
and water locust and dog-
woods. Completing the canopy are cedar and althea
that are 20 feet tall.

The garden areas are so continuous they give the illu-
sion of one large garden. Each area has its own unique
needs that have been addressed with a variety of plants.

On each walk I've taken through the grounds, [ atways
spot a new variety of plant that [ hadn’t noticed before.
Many' gardens have cannas, but nowhere else have Iseen

the variety with green and yellow striped leaves, which
give so much color and texture to this garden. The but-
terfly bushes and oakleaf hydrangea are thriving and
loaded with blooms. The pond with the water hyacinth
must be filled with
Miracle Gro, because the
hyacinths are huge —
with purple blooms al-
most a foot tall!

There are very easily
100 different plants
types. Ialways spot afew
that I must come home
and look up.

One I haven’t been
able to identify is what I
call the “mystery peanut
butter” plant. It has
fronds growing from a
single stalk that is green
and later turns woody.
Each frond has from 20 to 40 leaflets. When rubbed, this
plant smells just like peanut butter! [Beth calls it the What
Is It? If anyone knows, please enlighten us!]

Even in the heat of summer, The Old Mill garden of-
fers a cool (or maybe less hot!) oasis to rest, relax and
enjoy the surroundings.

Please take time to visit this treasure, which is open
daily unt]l dusk You’ll be glad you stopped by' o
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Master Gardener Alert

Nominating Committee Report
Following is the Nominating
Commitlee’s slate of officers for 2001:
President — Suellen Roberts
1st Vice President — Jane Druff
2nd Vice President — Lou Sanders
Secretary — Sandy Harrison
Treasurer — John Prather
This slate will be presented to the
membership at the September meet-
ing, at which time we will vote.

MG Training Schedule

All sessions will be on Wednesdays
at the State Extension Office on South
University.

September 27 — Tour of Master Gar-
dener Projects

October 4 — Basic Plant Science,
Soils and Pesticide Safety

October 11 — Fruit Crops

October 18 — Vegetable Crops

October 25 — Ornamentals

November 1— Pruning, Insects and
Diseases

November 8 — Turfgrass and
Graduation

Experienced Master Gardeners are
welcome to attend any of the train-
ing sessions. If you plan to attend and
eat lunch, please call Mrs. McKinney
or Beth, 340-6650, by noon on the
Monday before the Wednesday you'll
be attending. Lunch is $6.00. &

id . \’\J =

Checklist, continued from page 3
¥ ¥f you notice yellowing foliage on
azaleas, pyracantha, cotoneaster or
hawthorn, check for lace bugs. Black
dots of excrement on the underside
of leaves are a sure sign of their pres-
ence, as is a white, mottled appear-
ance on the tops of the leaves. To con-
trol, spray with insecticidal soap or
malathion, according to directions.

If your roses are vulnerable to leaf
diseases, continue regular sprays of
Funginex or Beniate to prevent infec-
tion, Be sure to follow label directions
exactly.

August Blooms

Ageratum, althea, anise mint, as-
clepias, asters, balsam, bellamcanda,
Continued on next column

Checklist, continued from previous column
browallia, buddleia, callicarpi,
campsis, cannas, celosia, clematis,

cleome, clerodendron, clethra
alnifolia, crape myrtle, crotalaria,
dahlias, datura, echevera, echinacea,
eupatorium, feverfew, four-o-clocks,
funkia, garlic, gaura, gladioli, foun-
tain grasses, hibiscus, hosta, hydran-
gea, hyssop, ironweed, kerria, lan-
tana, liatris, linaria, lobelia, lycoris
squamigera, marigolds, marjoram,
miscanthus, mints, monarda, mondo
grass, montbretia, nicotiana, oxalis,
pennisetums, phlox, physostegia,
portulaca, roses, rosemary, rudbeckia,
salvias, snow-on-the-mountain,
spirea, tamarisk, tansy, thyme,
torenia, tuberose, turtleheads, veroni-
cas, vinca, pink zephryanthes lilies,
and zinnias. o

Book Review, continued from page 7

grass, putting flowers adrift on a silver
sea, adding foil flowers with curly leaves,
and piecing together circles and ovals.
The last chapter deals with bold shapes.

. Examples are using textures overlaying

each other like water colors, allowing two
or three ground covers to duke it cut over
the territorial boundaries, combining
evergreens with exotics, and knowing
when to stop. The book also contains an
appendix, which lists characteristics of
each plant mentioned in the book, and
information on the hardiness zones is

included. o
8

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the second Tuesday of August
to see your message in the Sepfem-
ber issue of the newsletter.

You may send your information to:
Beth Phelps, Pulaski County Coop-
erative Extenision Office, 2901 West
Roosevelt Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204,
340-6650, bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs.
MecKinney , 340-6650; Rose Hogan,
374-9429, rhogan@aristotle.net; or
Cheryl Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-
6305, and inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news
unavailable by the closing date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. %
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The Artichoke — An Unusual Perennial Vegetable

Not often grown in Arkansas, ar-
tichokes, Cynara cardunculus, have
possibilities for those who like to try
the unusual plants and have the time
and space for them. They can be
grown in the perennial part of the
vegetable garden, among perennial
herbs, or in the flower border.

They are not related to the Jerusa-
lem artichoke, Helianthus tuberosus, of
the sunflower family. They each have
different growth habits and they do
not look at all alike. The Jerusalem
artichoke has a tall stem with leaves
climbing up, and usually a single
flower at the top. Globe artichokes,
have long, lacy leaves that are some-
what spiny, growing from the base of
the plant. The Jerusalem artichoke
dies dewn to the ground in winter,
but the globe stays leafy and green
in Arkansas through cold weather.

Artichokes were grown and eaten
by Greeks and Romans. Their place
of origin is southern Europe. The
name comes to us from Arabic
through Spanish. The plants are cul-
tivated in California.

In recent years, following the dis-
covery of cynarin, an important in-
gredient, the leaves have entered the
herb market as a medicinal herb.
They have important qualities in the
stimulation of liver and gall bladder
function. Lower cholesterol is also

By Carl Goodson

claimed for them.

They are perennial. They take a
long growing season to produce the
“globes” that give them their fuller
name, globe artichokes. More time

would

" The plants and
g flowers in shape and
il color resemble the Ca-
_» nadian thistle, which
7 is the bane of agri-
¢ culture. Occasion-
ally the flowers are

Arti-
chokes are
\WY'N propa-

> gated by seed
A and by side
: « shoots from
: themother plant. If
your herb source can supply plants,
you will get a running start, and the
plants may produce the desired
globes or flower heads in the first sea-
son, Otherwise you will have to grow
plants from seeds, a tricky business.

Arkansas Is Our Campus

The taste ;

Plant in well prepared, friable soil
that gives a neutral pH test. Adequate
water and plenty of sunshine will
make them flourish. A mulch of straw
or compost will keep weeds down.
As vegetables, they grow a flower
head about the size of a humnan fist.
Well before they bloom, the globe, or
flower buds, are harvested. Boiled in
lightly salted water, they may be
eaten hot with hollandaise sauce.
They may be fried, or included in a
casserole. Cold, they may be eaten

with a

is not like
any other
veg -
etable, so |
it would |
be for|
some an
acquired
taste. If
the globe
stays too
long on
the plant, |
the side
leaves

See
Artichoke,
continued
on page 7

The Arkansas Cosperative Extension Sarvice offers its programs to all sligibla perscns regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, gendar, age,
disability, marital or veteran status, or any other legally protacted status, and is an Equal Oppartunity Employer.
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September Master Gardener Calendar And Notes

September

Sunset Inke tours September 1-30 on Lake Chicot, the
largest natural oxbow lake in the nation. Call Lake Chicot
State Park for reservations, (870) 265-5480.

The Missouri Botanical Garden’s 24th Annual Japanese
Festival, “The Spirit in Stone,” is September 2-4. This year
the festival celebrates Japan’s enduring traditions and
civilization, as exemplified in the spirit of the stones, a
vital element of the Japanese garden. The MBG’s Seiwa-
en, the largest authentic Japanese garden in North
America, makes St. Louis the perfect place for this festi-
val. For information, call (800) 642-8842.

The Ozark Folk Center has scheduled an Organic Gar-
dening Workshop for September 4. For registration infor-
mation, call (870) 269-3851.

On September 10 at 2 p.m., the Arkansas Hosta Society
will meet at the Christ Episcopal Church at 6th and Scott
in Little Rock.

The speaker for the September 12 Pulaski County
Master Gardener Meeting will be Paige Shurgar of the
Nature Conservancy. It will be held at 11:30 a.m. at the
State Extension Office on University Avenue.

The Missouri Botanical Garden'’s Fall Plant and Bulb Sale
is September 15-17 at the Ridgway Center. Many plant
varieties for fall planting, including ornamental grasses,
ferns, bulbs, colorful perennials and annuals, trees and
shrubs. Friday hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday, September 16, at 10 a.m., the Arkansas Afri-
can Violet Association will meet at the Amy Sanders Li-
brary in Sherwood. For more information call 982-6011.

The Arkansas Orchid Society will have a plant auction
September 17. For information call (501} 922-3296.

There will be a Native Plant Symposium at the
Ferndale 4-H Center in Little Rock on September 20. Reg-

istration information will be out soon. Check with Mrs.
McKinney or Beth at 340-6650.

The White County Daylily Society will meet at 9:30 a.m.
at the Century 21 building in Searcy on September 20.
October

The Hobby Greenhouse Association invites you to reg-
ister for the HGA 2000 National Convention to be held in
St. Louis, Missouri, during the weekend of October 6-7,
2000. For more information, visit the HGA Convention
2000 homepage at http:/ /www.ultraweb.net/~jarvis/
gha-conv.him, or call (217) 728-7808. A highlight of the
gathering is a trip to the Missouri Botanical Garden.

On the weekend of the convention, the Botanical Gar-
den will hold its “Best of Missouri Market”. This event in-
cludes country stands filled with Missouri farmer and
food producers’ harvests.

The Pulaski County Master Gardener meeting will be
October 10 at 11:30 a.m. at the State Extension Office.

Pulaski County Master Gardeners will take a Fall Fo-
liage Tour October 26-27. For complete information, see
the Master Gardener Alert on page 8 of this issue.

An all day forum, “Therapeutic Gardens: From Theory to
Implementation”, will bring together academicians and
practitioners fo present and discuss the role therapeutic
gardens play in enriching people’s lives. This will be Oc-
tober 27 at the Missouri Botanical Garden in conjunction
with the American Society of Landscape Architects’ meet-
ing. For information, call (202) 898-2444.

2001

The International Master Gardener Conference will be
held in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, May 29-June 1. See the
Master Gardener Alert on page 8 of this issue for more
information. %

Book Review

By Lois Clifton

Chnstopher Lloyd’s Flower Garden

An inspring journey through the seasons
in the garden of a master plantsman

New York, Dorling Kindersley, Inc. 1993

L TR

This book describes many aspects of Christopher
Lloyd’s garden in fair detail. His garden, Great Dixter, is
a 15th-century, half-timber manor in England. Christo-
pher Lloyd was born at there in 1921 and has lived there
all his life. Though to the manor born, he still had to make
a living. He did this by starting a nursery for less usual
plants. The house and gardens are open to the public six
afternoons a week from April to October, so it is natural

for visitors to want plants they have just seen. Also, Lloyd )

has written other books on gardening.

Flower Garden is a beautiful book to look through. Ev-
ery page has at least two pictures and every third (or
more) page is a full page color photo, which Lloyd ex-
plains in detail. The author begins with spring and cov-
ers each season, explaining the flowers, their architectural
setting, the use of walls, steps, paths, sunken gardens,
structural shrubs and biennial display. Lloyd tells of high
summer color, the virtues of self-sowers and using roses
and hydrangeas. He talks of the pond, annuals ferns, and
bedding without beds, as well as using pots and sinks.
Lloyd gives autumn highlights, the use and advantage
of walls, ornamental grasses and perennial asters. He
explains the winter scene and the impact of bamboo and
topiary. The index lists the hundreds of flowers included
in the book so you can read about each and see its pic-
ture. This is a very informative, interesting and well
planned book — one you will enjoy reading. o
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Master Gardener Checklist For September

By Libby Thalheimer

Cutting Class

Light pruning (heading off) of evergreens can be done
at any time. Don’t prune your spring blooming planis at
this time. Avoid heavy pruning of others, also, or they
may not have time to harden off before frost.

Cuttings of perennials, such as phlox and shasta dai-
sies, may be rooted at this time.

When it's cooler, rejuvenate tired annuals by remov-
ing faded flowers and cutting back long, leggy stems. If
they are too far gone, pull them out and replace with new
fall annuals.

Continue deadheading buddelias, perennials and
zinnias. Continue disbudding dahlias and large flowered
chrysanthemums. Cut back poinsettias to the desired
height; leave three or four leaves per stem. Collect seeds
from annuals and perennials and store them in the
refrigerator.

Remove the green tops when harvesting carrots,
parsnips, turnips, radishes, etc., and leave
on top of the soil to make fresh green
manure, or add to the compost heap.
Dig In

The first half of September is the
ideal time to plant cress, kale,
lettuce, mustard, radishes,
spinach and turnips for fall
harvest. Cress matures in
two to three weeks, leaf let-
tuce and spinach in six
weeks, mustard in four to
five weeks, and radishes
three to four weeks.

Plant mum and aster
varieties that bloom at
different times during the
s€ason.

Set out fall flowering bulbs
immediately: colchicums, crocuses, baby cy-
clamen and white swamp lilies.

Sow annual Schizanthus pinnatus (butterfly flower) in-
doors in sunny pots. It will bloom in March.

Bring in a pot of chives for the winter.

For a fragrant surprise in late autumn, plant paperwhite
narcissus outdoors now.

For the best selection, buy spring flowering bulbs by
mid-month. Select firm bulbs with no signs of mold. Store
in a cool, dry location until ready to plant in late Septem-
ber through November.

Plant perennial herbs now: lemon balm, cloves of
garlic, oregano, sage, thyme, winter savory and witch
hazel. Transplant hollyhocks. Transplant seedlings in a
cold frame early in the month to have sturdy plants for
the garden later. Carry over late planted columbine and

sweet william in the cold frame through the winter.

Divide and Multiply

Dig, divide and replant iris if overcrowded. Make sure
each 2-4 inch division contains a part of the rhizome, some
roots and foliage. Cut foliage back to about six inches and
replant not more than two inches deep, in well-prepared
soil.

You can still divide overcrowded daffodils, daylilies,
lilacs, and Madonna lilies as well. Carefully dig and lift
clumps and break apart. Coneflowers, yarrow, pinks,
lambs ear, phlox and many other spreading or clumping
perennials can be similarly divided.

Mid-September through October is the ideal time to
divide and replant peonies. Herbaceous crowns are set
1-2 inches below soil level; tree peonies at4-7 inches deep.
. Extra care should be taken to insure correct
planting depth, as it greatly

affects bloom perfor-
\ mance. Mulch is also

\

important the first
winter after division to
prevent their heaving
out of the ground.

Fertile Ground
Whether it's organic,
or combined organicand
chemical, S5t. Augustine,
bermudas and zoysias
 need one more application
in early September of 3-1-2
Y/ fertilizer to be healthy and cold
tolerant during the winter. Cool
season grasses, 1.e., fescue, need a complete
fertilizer (1-1-1, or 1-2-1) in mid September.
Feed annuals with liquid 20-20-20 fertilizer. Con-
tinue fertilizing poinsettias through December 1.
After replanting divided perennials, apply fertilizer
such as 5-10-5.

Do not use only chemical fertilizers over a period of
time without adding humus to your garden. All living,
breathing organisms in your soil can be burned up by the
chemicals alone.

Remember that compost is one of the most effective
fertilizers and soil conditioners in existence. If you haven’t
already done so, make plans to add composting to your
list of gardening chores. Ideally, a spadeful of compost
would be added to each square yard of garden surface
every two weeks, from spring to fall.

Who's Bugging You?

Apply Roundup now io keep poison ivy, poison oak,

or poison sumac from storing up nutrients for winter, and
See Checklist, continued on page 7
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What Works!

By Kathy Kohl
Time to refocus and start thinking cool weather, flan- numerous recipes available.
nel shirts and lots and lots of yard cleanup! But a new one for me is a do-it-yourself tear gas made

from chilies. This is the perfect take-along for joggers or
anyone who feels vulnerable in the creepier corners of
this world we live in. Steep a few chili pods in a cup of
water, strain and load a water pistol. Pretty handy.
Amal Naj, author of Peppers: A Story of Hot Pursuits,
tells us that historically chilies have been linked to amo-
rousness. He provided recipes which I'll just summarize

wiil collect on the stems, insulating root systems and bulbs by saying that it would Seem the.r'e is a never-ending
from the extreme cold. array of uses for the perky little chili pepper.

And don’tforget ETC.
toinclude them
in your Hal- s ‘
loween deco- {
rations and
string the
particularly
interesting _..-»/
ones with

light at Christmas to make
your own artistic statement.

Can’t Tarp This
No two ways about it,
tarps save cleanup time
in the yard and gar-
den. When you prune \Q

Perennially Speaking

I'love the following tidbit: To get added benefits from
your perennials, don’t cut them back until spring. Leave
the dried foliage and stems to add color, texture and shape
to an otherwise bleak winter landscape; birds and wild-
life will eat the seeds and the insects wintering in the
stems; and if we get some of that white winter stuff, it

Save those old worn-out fitted sheets to use over
plants on those crispy cold nights when
foliage is at risk. A fall crop

of snap

e beans can
r /--—_...\_\ keep pro-
ducing well into

/"‘ the season if protected at night this

\ N x == way.
\ . Coffee grounds are effective at stopping the
: \ V - growth of fungus, so include them in your com-
r , post or just sprinkle around the base of your shrubs.
a shrub or tree, spread \ Empty Parmesa}n chev.f:se sh:akers rr}a‘ke great con-
a tarp beforehand- \ tainers for applying things like fertilizers and in-

where it will catch the \ Q\ sec.ticidal pt?wders in the garden; use the smaller
trimmings. Bundling \\ spice containers for small seeds.
and hauling to the n\ OOPS!

brush pile becomes & Last month I passed on a tip using instant tea
a snap, saving time \ and water to cool down burning skin caused by
- peppers. I guess my glasses were dirty because I gave
you the wrong proportions. It is 2-3 tablespoons of teato a
cup of water.

By The Light Of The Moon
The Planting Guide suggests the following September
dates for maximizing your results:
Plant root crops September 13 - 26
Chili Today And Chili Agaip Tomorrow giiiti;gogzgzggeirg ii e;;;;;ber 1-12,27-30
Those red chili peppers certainly add an ornamental ] )
touch to our gardens and usually biess us with morered-  Until We Meet Again
hot chili peppers than any reasonable person can ever Keep those ideas and pearls coming my way. You can
use. I have dried chilies, frozen chilies, chili pepper sauce  reach me as follows: (e-mail) kkohl2@juno.com; (phone)
... well, you all know what [ mean. 376-4552; (U.S.Mail) P.O. Box 250524, Little Rock, AR

Chilies make a great garden spray and there are 72225 o
4

and energy. —_—

Have a small e )
tarp spread out where it \
is handy to pile on the dug soil.

After replacing the soil around plant

roots, it is easy enough to just dump the excess
where you want it, saving the need to rake the lawn
when you are done.
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Project Highlights: A Monthly Article Featuring A Pulaski County Master Garden

The Greenhouse

By Gena Norris

Ilove greenhouses. I have, for as long as [ can remem-
ber. Some of my best childhood memories are of spend-
ing hours walking through the acres of greenhouses at
the old Vestal’s Nursery in North Little Rock. The smell
of the soil and the feel of the humidity must combine to
stir some need in me to dig in the dirt — because I've
been digging in the dirt since I was little, too! If you love
greenhouses, you know what I'm talking about. If you
don’t, then there is no
way to explain it.

The Master Garden-
ers assigned to the
Greenhouse Project
must have this feeling.
If they didn't, they
could not accomplish
the daily tasks they
face. Yes, I said daily!
The Greenhouse is one
project that requires
vigilance.

In early September,
the Greenhouse will re-
ceive approximately
10,000 annual and pe-
rennial starts. The starts
are shipped in 11" x 22"
flats containing around
250 plants each.

Within two days, the MG’s will have transplanted the
starts into six-packs and four-inch pots. At that time, the
nurturing begins, which includes daily watering and
attention.

Six weeks later, voila! We all have the plants we need
for our projects and the rest are available to MG's at the
Greenhouse’s fall sale.

Lois Corley is the chair of the Greenhouse Committee.
A few minutes’ conversation with her and you will come
away with excitement and great expectations over this
year’s plant order. Personally, I can’t wait for the sale!
The order includes:

Pyrethrum — ‘James Kelway' — will grow to 28" tall
with large red blooms.

Two types of Digitalis (Foxglove) — Alga and Foxy.

Guaillardia -~ ‘Golden Goblin’ — is another showy
addition that also grows to a tall 22 inches.

Rudbeckia (Indian Summer) has large blooms 6" - 9"
ACToSss.

Scabiosa (Fama) — will be lilac blue.

Balloon Flower — the blue, open faced variety of

Platycodon.

Campanula ‘Blue Chips’ — 2 feet tall and very showy.

Pansy - ‘Majestic Giant’, ‘Crystal Bowl’ and ‘Ultima’ (a
new dwarf variety) are ordered in a variety of colors in-
cluding: purple, white, yellow, true blue, violet with a
face, purple and white, and bronze.

Violag — ‘Blue Heaven’, ‘Blueberry Cream’, “Yellow
Delight’, “Velour Blue” and Black.

Oriental Poppy —
‘Allegro’

Potting Soil - Bags
of rich, moisture re-
taining, fertilizer en-
riched soil will also be
available.

Thanks to the
Greenhouse, we can
plan many colorful
additions to both our
MG Projects and our
home gardens.

Following the fall
plantings and sale,
the Greenhouse Com-
mittee will start in
January getting ready
for the annual Flower
and Garden Show.
The trick is to force-
bloom azaleas so they will be in full color at just the right
time. One warm day and they will peak before the event!
Immediately following the Flower and Garden Show, the
committee will receive the order on all the spring annu-
als and perennials. The same planting and nurturing
schedules followed in the fall must now be repeated.

In between the two sales and the Flower and Garden
Show, the Committee is hard at work at seeding new
plants and propagation. This year the project has added
a potting bench, outside potting and propagation bed, a
shade house, outdoor watering system and walking paths.

If you would like to visit the Greenhouse, give Lois
Corley a call, or even better —attend the FALL SALE. «
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New York Botanical Garden Internet Resource

By Debra Atencio

Background ' This menu also highlights information about these spe-
The New York Botanical Garden located in  cial collections: Bulbs, Daffodils, Daylilies, Tulips, Or-
the Bronx is a historic landmark and one of the chids, Peonies, Ferns, Endangered & Threatened Plants,
most beautiful gardens in North America. Flowering Trees, Forest, and Conifer.
Now you can visit this beautiful and educa- The Science Menu
tional site by accessing its web site: http:// A primary goal of the NY Botanical Garden is to edu-
www.nybg.org. The home page highlights  cate the scientific and public community concerning plant
seasonal  attractions, events and it and its conservation. This menu provides access to
edgcanon prograims. The journals, monographs and books that cover botany and
main menu is located on the its related subjects. Scientists from the NY Botanical Gar-
right side of the pageand lists den and other institutions provide the scientific knowl-
these submenus: Garden Over- edge found in these publications.

view, Visitor Information, Member- .
ship, Events, Gardens & Plant Col- , The Enld' A, Haupt Conservatory.Menu
lections, Science, Enid A. Haupt Tht? Enid A. Haupt Conservatory is one'of the most
C beautiful and famous glass houses in America and hap-
onservatory, Press . . ;
pens to be the main focal point at the NY Botanical Gar-

Room, Empl ’ iy . o
ar?cting WI;LP S?t,:lfr?—t den. Within the conservatory is a spectacular exhibition
dex called “A World of Plants”. This exhibition showcases
The Gardens

& Plant =

nearly 3,000 specimens of plants from tropical, subtropi-

\cal, and desert environments. Scientists and curators from

- ‘ the NY Botanical Gardens narrate the tour and describe

Collections Menus the botany, conservation and ecology of each exhibi-
The Garden menu allows access to each of

these major garden attractions: The Peggy

tion. The tour in the conservatory is touted as breath-
taking and magnificent.

Rockefeller Rose Garden, the Rock Garden, The The Web Site Ind

Native Plant Garden, The Perennial Garden, The € .e 1e _n €x . .

Herb Garden, Demonstration Garden, and Fam- . This menu d'ISp lay?. the mt':lex fo%- the site. The
ily Garden. Each garden displays pictures of the index categories are: Botanical Science, Educa-
plants in bloom with narrative explaining the
dens: fragrance, veg-

tional Programs, Employ-
design of the garden and the plants. /
(/'
etable, cutting, wild-

ment, Families,
The Rock Garden incorporates trees, ‘ Garc?ens, Infor-
mation Ser-
vices, Mem-
‘ bership, Flant
Collections,
M Plant Informa-
life, country, shade and /
autumn. Each garden has //

"y

Perennial Gardens by color schemes,
seasons, and growing conditions. The
Herb Garden tells how to grow
herbs and describes medicines de-
rived from herbs and plants. The
Demonstration Garden pro-
vides a virtual tour of the ’,
following types of gar- ‘ ®

Room, Shop

\ _ in the Garden,
Tours, Visitor

Information, Vol-

unteer Opportuni-

ties, and Weddings
and Meetings.

Overall Summary

This web site offers visual garden
tours, practical planting tips, and information cov-
ering thousands of varieties of flowers, trees, and shrubs

shrubs and plants from around the world.
The landscape architects designed the
tion, [Press
detailed information on its
design, preparation, planting

and maintenance. from around the world. The scientific rescurces offered

The Plant Collection menu pro- \) \l‘ vides atthissite are a must for anyone doing research on plants,
scientific information to scientists and t h e ecologyor conservation. Overall, this site gets two thumbs
public by allowing access to the NY Botanical Garden up and hopefully a real visit from this gardener in the
database and links to eight other botanical institutions. near future. n
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Organic Methods

By Annette Hurley

It’s hot, it's dry and things are starting to look and feel
like a tinderbox. Mulching your plants well combats the
horrific heat in your gardens in many ways. Mulch
covers the soil, making the soil stay at a more constant
temperature. Mulch also retains water longer, so your
plants’ roots get the water they need.

One of the best mulches that I've found is cottonseed
meal. Not only does it cover thickly and break down eas-
ily into organic matter for the beds, but it also holds in
place very well. It works well for potted plants, too.

Any time of year, the best way to water your lawn is
more thoroughly and less frequently. This gets the water
through the hard pan soil and down
root systems. By allowing more wa-
through the soil for a longer period of
ter is used by the entire plant and

off and down the street.

to the
ter to pass
time, the wa-
doesn’t wash

Let your grass grow! The longer the blade of
grass, the \ deeper the root system. This also
allows better root |, W. systems and water uptake. A zoy-

sia lawn that has about three inches or more of a
grass blade can \help block out sunlight (which
germinates weed seeds), can reach further down

s ter, and develops a deep

in the soil for wa- ¢
green color. Let % that grass grow!
mowing, set the

And  when //
est setting. Only

mower to its high-
remove a third of 4 the blade of

, N :
grass. It's better T .\‘I\‘ to manicure
the lawn in- ‘i%',‘/:'l.“'“\ {stead  of
mowing the g grass down
toanub. Re- i ¥ member that

the grass |} makes its food in the blade
of the grass = by photosynthesis. And, don’t forget to
use mulched grass — free nitrogen! Let that grass grow!

If you're looking for some calcium, try eggshells. Egg-
shell around the base of a tomato plant not only provides
calcium, it also keeps the worms off the plant. The worms
crawl over the shell and it cuts them. Epsom salts and
oyster shells are also some good sources for calcium.

Aerate your garden and lawn to allow for more oxy-
gen and better water retention.

If you ever experience grubs in the lawn, spray a mix-
ture of molasses or sugar over the lawn. This makes the
grubs come to the surface for the sugar and then the birds
come down and eat them.

Watch what is happening in your lawn and garden.
Learn what you can from your garden. If you can, com-
bat your problems organically and sensitively. Organic
programs sound like a lot of work, but they deliver more
in thelong run — and you and your garden will be much
healthier and happier. u
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Checklist, continued from page 3

reduce their chances of surviving until spring. Or cover
yourself from head to toe. Pull out the noxious plants
carefully to get as much of the root as possible. Clean
yourself and everything you touched within four hours
of starting. Repeat as needed.

Use Poast over the top for grassy weeds.

Benlate can be used to control powdery mildew on
crape myrtles, roses, squash and lilacs. Funginex, Phaltan,
Topsin-M and Benlate are all effective in controlling black
spot on roses. o

Apply Malathion two or three times, spaced a week or
ten days apart, to control aphids and lacebugs.

If you have taken your plants outdoors for the
summer, bring them in when temperatures are predicted
to drop below 55 degrees. Be sure to check for “pests”
and take care of them before you bring them in.

Note: Before using any kind of pesticide, whether
fungicide, insecticide or herbicide, be sure plants to be
treated contain plenty of moisture.

Blooming Schedule

Ageratum, althea, asters, hardy begonia, buddleia,
callicarpus, campsis, cannas, caryopterus, celosia,
chrysanthemums, clerodendron, coral vine, crape myrtle,
crotalaria, dahlias, dianthus, echevera, eupatorium,
gaura, ginger lily, gladioli, hibiscus, ironweed, jacobinia,
kerria, linaria, liriope, lantana, lycoris radiata, marigolds,
blue morning glory, nierembergia, ornamental grasses,
oregano, oxalis, petunias, phlox, physostegia, rose pink
polygonum, rosemary, roses, sage, salvias, sedum,
solidago, spirea, tansy, torenia, tricyrtis, verbena, veronica,
vinca, viola, vitex, yucca, white zephyranthes and
zinnias. &

Artichoke, continued from page 1
usually are fibrous and stringy, and the taste is not the

best.

As a flower, each plant produces seven to 10 buds,
which open in turn to reveal their lovely purple color.
Deadhead the spent flowers, and although the globe is
still there, it is too tough to be eaten. The central plants
are inclined to die when the last flower fades. They may
be cut down and thrown away. The side shoots, espe-
cially those well rooted, may be separated and planted
for the next season.

A decoction of the leaves may be used as medicine.
However it may actually prove harmful because the
amount of cynarin cannot be measured.

Try the rare and unusual globe artichoke in your Ar-
kansas garden. They have few enemies and few diseases
and are easy to grow. t



Unlversity of Arkangas Division of Agriculture Cooperative Extension Service » Master Gardeners = Master Minutes » September 2000

Master Gardener Alert

Nominating Commitiee Report
The following is the Nominating
Committee’s slate of officers for 2007:
President -— Suellen Roberts
1st Vice President — Jane Druff
2nd Vice President — Lou Sanders
Secretary — Sandy Harrison
Treasurer — John Prather
This slate will be presented to the
membership at the September 12
meeting, when we will vote.

Shade House

Thanks to Granite Mountain Quar-
ries and the Pulaski County Public
Works Department, the Greenhouse
Committee now has an outside shade
house to expand its growing area.

Fall Foliage Tour

Your Travel Committee has been
hard at work. They plan a Fall
Foliage Tour to Eureka Springs
October 26-27, 2000. We'll visit Eu-
reka Springs Gardens and Thorn
Crown Chapel with free time to
explore Eureka Springs, as well as to
enjoy the fall foliage on the drive to
and from Eureka Springs.

Cost is $70.00 per person, based on
double occupancy and is due by Sep-
tember 12. The cost will include the
bus trip, a room for the night of Oc-
tober 26 and admission to the Eureka
Springs Gardens. Meals on your own.

Family and friends are welcome.
We must have 45 signed up and paid
by September 12 to make the trip.
Send a check today and join the fun.

Mail your check to the Pulaski County
Extension Office, 2901 W. Roosevelt Rd.,
Little Rock, AR 72204 or bring it to the
September 12 meeting.

MG Training Schedule

All sessions wili be on Wednesdays
at the State Extension Office on South
University.

September 27 — Tour of MG Projects

October 4 — Basic Plant Science,
Soils and Pesticide Sdfety

October 11 — Fruit Crops

October 18 — Vegetable Crops

October 25 — Ornamentals

November I — Pruning, Insects and
Diseases

November 8 — Turfgrass and
Graduation

Experienced Master Gardeners are
welcome to attend any of the train-
ing sessions. If you plan to attend and
eat lunch, please call Mrs. McKinney

or Beth, 340-6650, by noon on the
Monday before the Wednesday you'll
be attending. Lunch is $6.00.

Greenhouse Fall Sale
Stay tuned!

2001 International Conference

“The Magic of Gardening” will be
the theme of the 2001 International
Program, which will be held at the
Hilton in the Walt Disney World Re-
sort in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, with
conference headquarters at Disney’s
Coronado Springs Resort, May 29 -
June 1. The conference offers a wide
variety of types of education experi-
ences to attract a variety of Master
Gardeners. The conference program
will be designed to allow attendees
to take advantage of planned Epcot
International Flower and Garden Fes-
tival events in addition to the regular
program offerings. Festival programs
including Great American Gardeners,
Disney’s Garden Tips and garden
workshops will provide the variety
of teaching methods sought out by
Master Gardeners. For more informa-
tion visit the website http://
hort.ufl.edu/mg/interconf.htm or
call Beth at 340-6650 about attending
with a group.
Condolences

To the family of Martha Staples,
who passed away July 27. She was a
member of the MG class of ‘89 and
on the Old State House Committee.

8

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the September meeting to see
your message in the October issue of
the newsletter.

You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the closing date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. o
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Vegetable Gardening In Winter

Arkansas usually has mild win-

ters. Even if a winter in the north part
of the state is especially severe, there
are some vegetables that can be
grown or harvested from under the
SNOW.

Winter is also the season for the
development of root systems that
enable some vegetables to get a run-
ning start on the fast growth of
spring. Of course, winter gardening
should not be considered for warm
weather vegetables such as corn,
squash, okra, tomatoes, beets, beans
or field peas. But vegetables such as
potatoes, all of the cole varieties, En-
glish peas, or carrots are candidates
for getting a running start on the early
spring growth season.

As arule of thumb, winter garden-
ing is either an extension of the fall
season or an early start of the bur-
geoning spring growth.

Vegetables that can be germinated
late in the fall will usually, when pro-
tected against deep freezes, go dor-
mant and give the roots a season of
good development. Protection is pro-
vided by heavy mulch, spunbond
fabric, or a cloche of plastic held up
over the tender plants by wire or
small plastic piping. Such protection
must be in place in advance of deep
freezes or heavy snow. Light frosts
and light snow will not usually hurt.

By Carl Goedson

Fotatoes can be started almost any
time in winter. Making sure that the
sections with one or two eyes have
scabbed over before planting, they

- can be placed directly on top of the

prepared soil. Then they need to be
covered at once with a heavy layer
of compost. If the potato plants come
up above the mulch before the severe

weather is over, just add more mulch.
This will encourage the plants to form
even more potatoes, which will be-
come larger during the intense
growth of spring.

Cole varieties such as cabbage,
brocceoli, cauliflower, and brussels

Arkansas Is Our Campus

sprouts are good candidates for
growth under spunbond fabric. It is
best to start them from plants rather
than seeds because few seeds will
germinate in the cold. The fabric is
so light that ordinarily it does not
need to be supported above the
plants. The plants will raise the fab-
ric as they grow. Amild winter might
permit harvest of these crops during
the winter. Broccoli is especially pre-
coctous.
The

m o s t o
fool-
proof
way to |
gardenin |
winter is
under a
cloche or
minia-
tur el
green-
house
created
withl
fairly|
heavy|
clear
plastic
stretched
oV er|mpm

See Vegetables,
cont. on page 6

The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to all eligible persons regardless of race, celor, national oxigin, religion, gander, age,
disability, marital or vateran status, or any other legaily protected status, and ie an Equal Opportunity Employer. .
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October

Tuesdays, October 3, 10,17, 24 and 31, 6-8 p.m. Peren-
nial Border Gardens by Mary Evans of the Arkansas Ex-
tended Learning Center. Call the AELC at 666-0759 for
information on registration.

The Hobby Greenhouse Association 2000 National Conven-
tion will be held in St. Louis, Missouri, during the week-
end of October 6-7, 2000. A highlight of the convention is
a trip to the Missouri Botanical Garden's “Best of Mis-
souri Market” event, which includes country stands filled
with Missouri farmers’ and
food producers’ harvests.
For more information, call
(217) 728-7808 or visit the
home page at hitp://
www.ultravweb.net/
~jarvis/gha-con.htm.

Four Seasons Gardening by
Mary Evans of Arkansas Ex-
tended Learning Center, on
Saturdays from 9-11 a.m.
Each session is a separate
workshop: Fall/October 7,
Winter /November 18,
Spring /February 10 and
Summer /June 6. Call 666-
(0759 to register for any or all
of the sessions.

The Pulaski County
Master Gardener meeting
will be October 10 at 11:30
a.m. at the State Extension
Office.

A workshop on Fall Patio
and Container Gardens will
be presented by Mary Evans
on Saturday, October 14 at
9-11 a.m. Call the Arkansas
Extended Learning Center at 666-0759 for registration.

New this year — a workshop on Water Garden Basics
on Saturday, October 21. Call Arkansas Extended Learn-
ing Center, 666-0759, to register for this program by Mary
Evans.

The Ozark Folk Center will offer a workshop on Creat-
ing a New Herb Garden on October 25. Registration is lim-
ited to 8 students and costs $40. To pre-register, call (870)
269-3851.

John Beneke of the Arkansas Extended Learning Cen-
ter will present a Landscape Construction workshop ,6-8 p.m.,
Thursdays October 26, November 2, 9, 16. For more in-
formation call 666-0759.

An all day forum, “Therapeutic Gardens: From Theory to

Implementation”, will be held at the Missouri Botanical
Garden in conjunction with the American Society of Land-
scape Architects’ meeting October 27. For more informa-
tion, call (202) 898-2444,

If you have run out of uses for all the pine needles which
came down in the wind /rain storni on September 1, learn
the Native American art of pine needle basket making at Toltec
Mounds Archeological State Park on October 28. You will
begin a basket to take home and finish. The workshop
begins at 10 am. and ends at 2 p.m. Contact the Toltec
Mounds State Park
(501) 961-9442.

Bats Unlimitedis a
weekend dedicated
to the only mammal
in Arkansas capable
of true flight. A bat
house workshop as
well as talks and
guided hikes will
show the unique
characteristics
known to bats. Call
the Crowley Ridge
State Park at (870)

573-6751 for details.
November
Saturday, No-

vember 4, Mary
Evans will give the
workshop Fall Bulb
Blast! Call the Ar-
kansas Extended
Learning Center at
666-0759 to register.

A Soil Preparation
workshop will be
held November 1l1. Call Mary Evans at Arkansas Ex-
tended Learning Center at 666-0759 to register.

The Pulaski County Master Gardener meeting will be
November 14 at 11:30 a.m. at the State Extension Office.
Be sure to come and welcome our new Master Garden-
ers! You'll have lots of fun and make new friends at this
meeting.

2001

The International Master Gardener Conference willbe
held in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, May 29-June 1. Last
month, our Master Gardener Alert! listed details of the
Flower and Garden Festival events. This month, the col-
umn lists course topics to be offered. (See Page 7 of this
issue). #
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Master Gardener Checklist For October

By Libby Thalheimer
planting in abed, itis a good idea to amend the soil in the
whole bed.

Cover-Up

To prevent fungal diseases next spring, remove old
mulch before adding new mulch. Wait to mulch for the
winter until hard freezes are forecast.

To keep soils from drying out or washing away during
winter, plant hairy vetch, crimson or sweet clover now in
unused parts of the vegetable or cut flower garden.
Legumes trap nitrogen from the air. When you turn un-
der the cover crop, the nitrogen becomes available for
CTOpS.

Dig In

Transplant broceoli, brussel sprouts, cabbage, Canter-
bury bells, cauliflower, English daisies, shasta daisies,
daylilies, forget-me-nots, foxglove, kale, lupines, pansies,
peonies, phlox and snapdragons. Place
1 tsp. of a slow-release fertilizer
around each plant.

Plant belamcanada, chiono-
doxa, colchicum, crocus, daffo-
dils, eremurus, galanthus, garlic, hya-
cinths, iris, lilies, leucojum, muscari,
oxalis, scilla, shallot bulbs, Spanish blue- |
bells, star flower, Virginia bluebells, wind- l
flower, winter aconite, and zephyranthes.
Remember: the larger the bulb, the bigger
the plant. If you must store your bulbs be-
fore planting, keep them in the refrigerator,
away from fruits and vegetables.

Divide and Multiply

Bring indoors a pot of lily-of-
the-valley pips for indoor
blooms.

Every three or four years, divide /
black-eyed susan, chives, cone-
flowers, coreopsis, shasta daisies,
hemerocallis, siberian iris, peonies, phlox,
sweet woodruff, and yarrow to restore vigor
to old and crowded plants. Tarragon should ' »
be divided yearly. !

Dig tender bulbs such as caladiums, fennel and gladi-
oli. Gently remove any soil clinging to the bulb. After
drying the bulbs, store in a cool, dark, well-ventilated area
in old potato or onion sacks. Dust the caladiums and
gladioli with Captan.

Take hardwood cuttings of woody plants.

Hole Truth

Fall is a good time to plant or transplant trees and
shrubs. Plant camellias, both sasanqua and japonica va-
rieties, and other broad leaf evergreens. Soil amendments
added to the backfill for individual planting holes has
been shown to be of no benefit and may actually be a
detriment to the establishment of ornamentals. If you are

Sow What? :

Sow beets, carrots, chard, cilantro (coriander seed), col-
lards, garden cress, kale, kohlrabi, leeks,
lemon balm, mustard greens, radishes,
spinach, turnips and winter peas. Mix
cornflower and larkspur seed with
sand and broadcast where they
are to bloom. Sow rye grass
early in the month for winter
lawn,

Turf Question

If you have been fertilizing your
lawn this year, you donot need to fer-
tilize with a winterizer {one with no
nitrogen, only phosphorus and pot-
ash). You do need to fertilize if your
lawn is severely damaged or stressed
§ this year, if you have not been fertil-
@ izing regularly, or if you have new
'} sod. Keep the leaves raked off the
7' grass. Turfgrass needs sunlight as growth
Lﬂ'M slows before dormancy.

Who Is Bugging You?

Insects can build up aresistance to a particular chemi-
cal, so rotate the insecticide you use. Since insecticides
lose their effectiveness over time, itis easy to rotate your
chemicals by buying different ones each year.

Check broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and collards for
cabbage loopers. These green caterpillars can be easily
g controlled using any Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt)
I product.

' Check for pests before moving tropical plants indoors

(before nighttime temperatures reach 45°). Control fall
webworms with Malathion, Diazinon or Cygon. The
worms look unsightly but do little damage to trees. As
the temperature cools, horticultural oil should be sprayed
to control scale on fruit trees, camellias or other ornamen-
tal shrubs. Control white peach scale with oil such as
Volck, ornamentals with Cygon. Treat fruit trees again
with dormant oil after fall leaf drop.

Spray azaleas for lacebugs with Isotox, Cygon or
Malathion. Early fail is the worst time for infestation.

October Bloomers

Abelia, ageratum, sweet alyssum, aster, barberry,
beautyberry, bittersweet vine, buddleia, ornamental cabbage,
calendula, camellia, canna, celosia, chelone, Chinese pistache,
chrysanthemum, clerodendron, crape myrtle, dahlia, dianthus,
dogwood, euonymous, eupatorium, four o’clock, gaura, orna-
mental grasses, gum, hibiscus, kale, kerria, lantana, larkspur,
lobelia, maple, marigold, Mexican sage, nierembergia, sweet
pea, petunia, poppy, rose, rosehip, salvia, scabiosa, snapdragon,
solidago, stock, torenia, tricyrtis, verbena, viburnum, viola,
Virginia creepet, wisteria, and zinnia. o




By Kathy Kohl

will help to rid your houseplants of unwanted critters is
amethod called “leaching”. This will also wash away salt
and other harmful minerals thathave accumulated in day
pots. Place the pot in a =~ container filled with

Autumn leaves are falling fast and furious, the tem-
peratures are cooling down, and sitting by the roaring
fireplace with a bowl of chili and cup of cider sounds like
a sporting good time to me.

An Invitation to a Smellfest

Our summer drought has left behind an ample supply
of firewood and kindling. Also save those
dried herb and aromatic g

4 ﬁ to add flavor to

1, ‘\§ fgrilled meats or

or spicing up
your home’s aroma \
when you fire up the fireplace.

Tossing in dried citrus peel- /_A
ings adds alot of nostril ap- ,

peal, too.

To Bag Or Not To Bag
We are blessed in Arkansas
with an abundance of treesand Ry »ny
shrubs that tend to “s‘ themselves and
g o %Y their seasonal
cycles =™, no help from
us. How- = ever, the “fallout” is there for our tend-
ing. What to do with all those leaves? Raking them di-

,,,;,,j) your pots, leaving 6-8 inches of

water to the level of the ‘\;\x » s0il, let it stand for
at least 30 minutes or ‘uy,'{ﬂ* until the soil is fully
move and

saturated. Re- [’4’

. cirain well. Wash the leaves Myt with
a solution of 1 tsp. of dish W soa P

o a gallon of water, lettingthe <} soapy
water run through the soil and out 7 the drain

hole of the pot. This method requires a little extra
gardener’s elbow grease but is well worth the re-
sults. e {L’ _
Of course, ‘t\"’ '
plants with a ‘%\(
have access to Y
& can use them as filler in the

youmay opt to justrepot your
fresh potting medium. If you
sweetgum balls you
Q‘u’ A bottom of
\‘ room at
the top for soil. A piece of screen =" ©  in the bot-
tom of your container works nicely to keep the dirtin
and a gumball from plugging up the drainage. An added
benefit is that these spiny seeds will eventually add ben-
eficial compost and also make larger pots lighter and more
easily transported. You can also reduce the weight of pots
and increase moisture retention to _ the soil by us-
ing packing peanuts in this same ¥ way, al-

rectly into flower beds and gardens will help ways keeping - mind they are &7 notgoing to
protect seeds and perennials d} Fivd through any harsh  ayventu- ally compost ¥ away.
winter weather while add- \s L ing valuable And if your plants start looking
composting material to the \ﬁ,{s"ﬂ soil. Surrounding  ; little N less green around the gills
coldframes with ¥  bales of hay or bags than they
sy’ of leaves will = helptokeepthemwarm gurin g A

" on those frosty evenings and throwing a

** help maintain the warmth collected during
the daytime hours. Rocks encircling (but not touching)
the base of plants will also  act as heat collectors and
moreover will give plants a jumpstart in the
spring by earlier warm- ' ing the soil around
the roots. co

Jungle Fever

It is time to rearrange and fransfer our potted 2
plants to more suitable climes and, for most of us,
this will be inside our homes. Many of our open airy
; “summer” homes are trans- _ formed this
time of year into tropical {‘f, jungles.
Unfortunately, as with any § “jungle”
therein will thrive a varied

‘ ¥ crawly
thingies unless we send them packing. One technique that

4”/&\ blanket over the glass or plasticat night will ¥ l
v RERA

cider vinegar to a
lon of water
4@ time you wa-
W8 The vinegar

" ents more avail-

ter.
helps to make nutri-
able to the plant b \, ~ neutralizing the
water’s pH and add- ing up to 50
trace minerals, giving your plants a little ('
me-up. AN
The Garden School
“I  have [
people’s
learned

72, Y
J““_‘e gardens, and the lesson I have
<& most thoroughly is never say ‘I

See What Works!, continued on page 8
4
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Bats — Facts, Fiction and Conservation

: By Debra Atencio

Background endangered due to wetlands disappearing and the use of

Horror movies and books depict bats as bloodthirsty  pesticides. Both of these are responsible for their dwin-
vampires that prey on humans. And, bats are ugly, so this  dling food supply.
does not help their image at all. However, these are won- Even so, fear and ignorance remain the greatest threats
derful little creatures that help control insect populations,  to the survival of these creatures, although the tide seems
aid in medical research for the blind, and pollinate crops.  to be turning as more people learn about the importance

There are approximately 950 species of batsin theworld  of these creatures in maintaining the ecosystem. Austin,
that fall into one of these two suborders: Megachiroptera  Texas is a good example of a community that is protect-
and Microchiroptera. Megachiroptera includes thelarger  ing its bat population. At dusk, thousands of bats emerge
bats that hunt during the day, like to eat vegetation and  to feed, consuming almost 15 tons of insects a night. This
tend to live in Central and South America. Thereis only nightly flight is now a popular tourist attraction in
one species in this order that is bloodsucking, butit pre- Austin.
fers the blood of cattle and birds. This species does not Educating your friends, family and neighbors by shar-
live in North America. Microchiroptera is the suborder ing the information in this article is a very easy way to
that lives in North help dispel the
America. These are myths about these
the smaller species creatures and there-
that prey on noctur- by ensure their sur-
nal insects. These are vival in North

the little creatures we America. If you
are familiar with in would like to do
the United States and more, then build and
the ones that will be installabathouseon
discussed in this ar- your property. Be-
ticle. low are some helpful
Facts guidelines for build-

Bats are mammals. ing and installing a
They have teeth, hair, birth live young, and nurse. Bats ~bathouse that will attract and keep bats.
do not have feathers. Their wings are like fingers with Constructing the Bat House
leathery skin webbed between them. Bats like to eat mos- 1. Abat house should be 2 feet tall by 14 inches wide

quitoes, lacewings, moths, gnats, cockroaches, pollen and with a 6-inch landing area underneath.
nectar. One bat can eat up to 3,000 insects a night. 2. Use softwood. Cedar is best. Do nof use pressure-
Bats are not blind. They use echolocation to find their treated wood or wood preservatives.
prey at nigl}t..These. bats produce a very high pitched 3. Use rough lumber to give bats a foothold.
sound: that is inaudible to humans. These' sounds eclr_lo 4, Do not paint or varnish the inside of the house.
off objects, and the bats use the sound to discern the dif- 5. Cover roof and caulk all seams, to insulate and
ference between prey and obstacles. waterproof.
Fiction i o Installing the Bat House
l?»ats will n_ot fly into your hal'r, since they use eiolo- 1. Place near a water source like a drainage ditch, pond
cation t‘,) navigate. Bats are not' dirty —they groom them- or lake. This will ensure an adequate supply of
selves like cats do. Bat droppings do not pose any more insects for food.

of a health risk than do dog and cat droppings. Bats, lﬂfe 2. Tilt the house about 10° to help bats stay inside.

all mammals, can get rabies, but less than 10 people in w1 .

th 50 h tracted vabies from bats. H 3. Place the bat house on a building, high post or tree.
e past ggyears ave Co?ikaf et ra 1;3 ton};. & fS W (Bats find houses on buildings and posts faster than

mans are 99 percent more likely to contract rabies from a they do on trees.)

dog. Men l?ats do get rabies, they die qu.ickl.y. As with 4. Install the house at least 10-15 feet above the ground
any wild animal, never handle a bat that is lying on the to deter predators.

i i ite in self-de- I . i
ground. It is prol:?ably very sick simd may bite in se 5. Install in an area that gets maximum sunlight. Bats
fense. Call an animal control unit to removwve it, or wear ; . .

. . . need high temperatures to survive, even in the
protective gloves to place in a container. s er

Conservation

Almost half of the bats in North America are See Bats, continued on page 6
5
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" Twomas Fuuer

Bats, continued from page 5

6. Install by early April before bats begin migrating,.

7. Clean debris out of the bat house on a yearly basis.

It may take up to two years for bats to find and start
using your bat house, so be patient. Bat houses will not
increase the likelihood of attracting bats into your home.
A single chamber bat house can house nearly 50 bats. Bats
will not interfere with attracting birds to your yard since
they do not compete for food or space with birds.

Resources

USDA Forest Service Wild Life, Fish, and Rare Plants.
P.O. Box 96090, Washington, DC 20090-6090.

BAT Conservation International, P.O. Box 162603, Aus-
tin, TX 78716

NC State University — Working with Wildlife — Bats

Log on to the following Internet site to get specifica-
tions on how to build your bathouse: www.ces.ncsu.edu/
nreso/forest/steward /www21.html <http://
www.ces.ncsu.edu/nreos/forest/steward/
www21L.himl>. @

Vegetables, continued from page 1

This can be done either before planting or after a suitable
germination is achieved. Varieties that can be grown this
way are lettuce, spinach, radishes, and other salad ingre-
dients. Plant them in rows the length of the cloche just as
you would in early spring. Water and weed them through
the winter at regular but not frequent intervals. Under
the cloche, the plants will not get rain, so regular water-
ing is a must. Likewise, you can expect weeds to germi-
nate under the encouraging environment that you have
provided your veggies. Thinning the rows also is neces-
sary to give each individual plant the room it needs. Scis-
sors are good tools to cut down weeds and extra veg-
etable plants without uprooting the plants you want to
grow larger.

A cloche has to be constructed sturdy enough to with-
stand a snow, or a wind. Be sure the hoops are stout
enough and that they are firmly stuck into the ground or
fastened to the timber of a raised bed. Sweep off the snow
as soon as possible because it will shade the plants you
are giving special attention. Weigh the edges of the plas-
tic down with bricks or stones against any wind that might
get under the cover and rip it away. ‘

More than any other form of winter gardening, the
cloche will provide makings for salads all during the sea-
son that most gardeners ignore as an opportunity to prac-
tice their skills. &

Pt
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Master Gardener Alert!

Congratulations To Our New Officers:
Suellen Roberts, President
Jane Druff, 15t Vice President
Lou Sanders, 2nd Vice President
Sandy Harrison, Secretary
John Prather, Treasurer

Greenhouse Sale

Lois Corley says to watch the mail for the announce-
ment of the Fall Plant Sale. It will be on Saturday, either
- October 14 or October 21, depending on how the new
plants grow off. Some plants have been backordered, i.e.
poppies. Most plants for sale are perennials. For specific
plants available, see the list which appeared in last
month’s Master Minutes Project article by Gena
Norzis.

Lois also asks the committee chairs to get
project beds ready for the
new plants!

New MGs Reception

The November 14 Mas-
ter Gardener Meeting will
be a “get acquainted recep-
tion” for the newly trained
Master Gardeners and the
present active Master Gar-
deners. Please be sure to at-
tend — meet our newest
members and make them feel
welcome!
Master-Gardeners-Only Web
Site

Beth has provided this additional in-
formation:

-

the counties. It is new and still under con-
struction. At times, the site may be inac-

cessible while changes and up-
dates are being made.
Please do not give out the ID and password to

anyone other than Master Gardeners. The password will
change periodically to ensure security of the site. Beth
will let you know when it changes, probably once a year.

How to get to the MG Only Web Sife:

1. Go to http:/ /www.uaex.edu/hort/mgrdnerhtm

2. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the link
to Master-Gardeners-Only Web Site.

3. Enter the word “mastergardener” in the User Name
field. (There has been some confusion about this. The
User Name is not your own name. It will be
“mastergardener” for everyone, and the lower case
letters are important).

This web site is meant to aid program manage-
ment and promote communications between September 27 — Tour of MG Projects

4. Enter the password in the Password field. (Beth will
supply this to active Master Gardeners.)
5. Click OK.
6. You're in !
Changes in MG time accounting
Ataworkshop on the Master Gardener program, where

“John Prather represented Pulaski County MGs, new

guidelines were presented for reporting time spent on
project work. Starting January 1, 2001, no travel time to
and from projects can be reported.
In 42002, changes will occur for new Master Gardener
hours.
More information on this will be available
. S00n.

More on 2001 International Conference
Proposed Master Gardener course
topics:
Gardening to attract butterflies
Jurassic plants — living fossils
‘ (cycads, tree ferns,
2 = horsetail, gingko)
Porch and patio
gardening
Landscape trends
for the new millen-
nium
Dealing with back-
yard nuisance wildlife
Collecting and preserv-
ing plant specimens
PCMG Training Schedule
All sessions will be on Wednes-
days at the State Extension Office on

L_-}T'M South University.

October 4 — Basic Plant Science, Soils, Pesticide Safety

October 11 — Fruit Crops

October 18 — Vegetable Crops

October 25 — Ornamentals

November I — Pruning, Insects and Diseases

November 8§ — Turfgrass and Graduation

Experienced Master Gardeners are welcome fo attend
any of the training sessions. Please call Mrs. McKinney
or Beth, 340-6650, by noon on the Monday before the
Wednesday you plan to attend, so that there will be
enough handouts prepared and also so you can order
lunch. The lunch cost is $6.00.

Winter Holiday Party

Mark your calendar: Monday evening, December 11,
is the date for the Winter Holiday Party which will be a
potluck at the Burns Park Party House. *
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What Works!, continued from page 4
know’ - there is so infinitely much to
learn.” Gertrude Jekyll

Some people are just so clever!
Take this creative idea to keep the dry
fertilizer and water mixture from
clumping and clogging the sprayer
end of your tank: toss an old golf ball
into the tank. Its turning and bobbing
keeps things clearly liquefied.

Got an old golf bag (with or with-
out wheels) taking up space in the
garage or your mom’s old market tote
with wheels? If not, you can always
find these items at flea markets, yard
sales and thrift stores. Convert these
dinosaurs to handy garden caddies,
letting only your imagination be your
limit! If your golf bag doesn’t have
wheels, then attach it to the market
tote or a couple of old roller skates ...
Having any visions yet? Cr attach a
5-gallon bucket. Bungee cords work
great for this project. The idea is to
have everything you are going to
need, including your rakes, shovels,
hoes and smaller tools and supplies
in one spot, easily moved from place
to place. All you need to get started
is a set of wheels.

By The Light Of The Moon
The Farmer’s Almanac suggests
the following October gardening
dates for maximizing your results:
Plant root crops October 14-15
Plant aboveground crops October 4-5
Prumning to encourage growth
October 2-3
Pruning to discourage growth
October 20-21

Until We Meet Again
Keep those ideas and pearls com-
ing my way. You can reach me as fol-
lows: (e-mail) kkohl2@juno.com;
(phone) 376-4552; (U.S.Mail) P.O. Box
250524, Little Rock, AR 72225-0524.
Have a spococky good October! «

Trading Post

By Frances Young

Lou Sanders, 221-9722, has small
nandinas and aucuba seedlings.

Anita Chamberlin, 758-1959, has
red cannas and rust daylilies.

Joan Humphries, 280-9023, wants
barberry shrubs.

Anita Chamberlin, 758-1959, has
lots of lava rock.

Margaret Breen, 758-1883, has hol-
lyhock seeds for pastel hollyhock and
passion vine with white flowers and
wants hollyhock seeds for dark col-
ored blooms.

Lynda Harkenreader, 982-6011, has
yellow, orange and orange-trimmed-
in-yellow cannas as well as yellow
and green variegated cannas and

wants bottlebrush plant.
Melissa Bacon, (501) 842-9812,
wants Christinas fern. o

My saroen 15 an HonesT puace, Every Tree

AND EVERY VINE ARE INCAPABLE OF CONCEALMENT

WHAT SORT OF TREATMENT THEY HAVE HAD.

" Ratey Waioo Emerson

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the second Tuesday of October
to see your message in the Novem-
ber issue of the newsletter.

You may bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney ,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotlenet.

If you have late-breaking news un-
available by the closing date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. o

8
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County Extension Office Showcases Lawn Grasses
By Julia Loyall

The Pulaski County Cooperative cooler daytime temperatures and can Because these factors plus humid-
Extension Office on Roosevelt Road survive summer heatif nights are cool. ity and soil type are all so variable, it
has six small plots on campus which There is a transitional zone across  is wise to scout your particular neigh-
demonstrate six types of turf the United States which borhood and quiz friends whose
grass suitable and commer- roughly follows USDAHar- lawns you like when you plan to
cially available in the Pulaski County diness Zones 7 and 8. North of this  begin to rehab your lawn. Ask them
area and elsewhere in Arkansas. zone, northern cool-weather to share their success secrets. They
These show samples of Tifgreen Ber- grasses do well, and south of it will!
muda, Saint Augustine, Zoysia warm-weather grasses are de- Also, get that soil test at your
Matrella, Zoysia Z52 (Meyer), Zoy- pendable. As you suspected, county extension office. The Master
sia Fl Toro and a blend of several most of northern and central Gardener Arkansas Handbook has
turf-type fescues. These give the visi- Arkansas lies within this excellent information on the common
tor an overview of the differences in . “iffy” zone. types of
frequently used area lawn grasses. Here, northerngrasses t u r f

The Extension Office also has publi- can succeed innorthern grasses
exposures, higher el- and their

evations, and/or culture.

shade, where night- Our li-

cations with cultural information
about each broad type of turf.
Project lawn team captain Guy
Baltz started each plot this spring time temperatures braries
with sod obtained from local nurs- will be cooler.  will pro
Southern vide de
tails
about

eries and grass farms. The unusual
summer heat caused early loss of the
fescue sod, which is being replaced

now that 100° days seem to be spe-
behind us. cificf
Lawn grasses are sensitive to soil / culti
temperature, particularly nighttime vars.
temperatures. This factor is used to |§ § Eve
classify them as northern or south- ’ k\ of the

ern grasses. grasses are a good grass

Southern grasses can take soil ' choice in southern and westernexpo- plots
temperatures into the 90s, but suffer sures and in full sun. Bothwilldowell s h o w
in cold ground and may die out in  in these situations if (big if) their wa-

freezing temperatures. ter, mowing and other maintenance Sf_f’:n%s:::; '
Northern grasses prosper in needs are met. on page 7
Arkansas Is Our Campus

The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its pregrams to all eligible persons regardiess of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, age,
disability, marital or veteran status, or any other legaily protacted status, and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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November

November 1 - 4 the Ozark Folk Center will present an
Organic Greenhouse Workshop Series. It will be held 10:00
am. - 4:00 p.m. each day. The cost is $40 per day and
preregistration is required. Call (870) 269-3851.

November 1-12 is Autumn at the Dallas Arboretum:
America the Beautiful, with over 1 million chrysanthemum
blossoms. (214) 327-8263.

Saturday, November 4, Mary Evans will give the work-
shop, Fall Bulb Blast! Call the Arkansas Extended Learn-
ing Center at 666-0759 to register.

A Soil Preparation Workshop will be held November 11.
Call Mary Evans at Arkansas Extended Learning Center
at 666-0759 to register.

The Pulaski County Master Gardener meeting will be
November 14 at 11:30 a.m. at the State Extension Office.
Be sure to come and welcome our new Master Garden-
ers! You'll have lots of fun and make new friends at this
meeting.

November 15 is America Recycles Day.

A New Herb Garden Progressive Workshop will be given
November 16-18 at the Ozark Folk Center. Preregistra-
tion is required and the cost is $40 per day. Call (870) 269-
3851.

The Central Arkansas Iris Society meets at 2:00 p.m. on
November 19 at the Little Rock Garden Center in Little
Rock.

December

December 2 at Mount Nebo State Park, Dardanelle,
there will be a Winter Bird Workshop from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00
p-m. Learn how to attract winter birds to your backyard,
build a nesting box and make a birdfeeder. Contact Mount
Nebo State Park at (501) 229-3655.

A Perennial Beds and Cold Frames Workshop will be held
December 6-8 at the Ozark Folk Center. Tuition is $40
per day and preregistration is
required. Call (870) 269-
3851.

Another Winter Bird
Workshop will be held at
Parkin Archeological
State Park on De-
cember 9 from
10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Learn about birds
that live in or mi-
grate through
the Arkansas
Delta in

winter. ;

e ————

A slide
presentation,
bird walk, and making a pine cone feeder are all
planned. Costis included in regular park admis- Mf#J
sion: $2.25 for adults and $1.25 for children 6-12,
plus tax. Call (870) 755-2500,

Monday, December 11, is the PCMG Holiday Party
Potluck,

2001

The International Master Gardener Conference will be
May 29-June 1 in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. See the
“Master Gardener Alert!” this month (and for the past
several months) for some course topics which will be on
the conference program. o

Master Gardener Checklist For November

By Libby Thalheimer

Cover-up

Wait until the first hard freeze to apply mulch. A 3-
inch layer of mulch will keep the s0il an even tempera-
ture, and prevent alternate thawing and freezing. Clean
out old mulch and other debris before adding new mulch,
to prevent fungal diseases next spring. Dead stalks leftin
the garden provide choice locations for insects and
diseases to overwinter. Destroy any infested material. Add
the rest to your compost heap.

Remove fallen leaves that may smother mat-forming
plants such as pinks and thyme. Half-rotted hardwood
leaves make a good mulch for acid loving plants like aza-
leas and camellias.

Cutback frost-nipped perennials now, butleave 2 to 3
inch stalks to help you find them. This will prevent
accidental uprooting of dormant crowns when you plant
in early spring,

Add a 6 to 8-inch layer of leaves, pine needles or hay
to beets, broccoli, carrots, kale, parsnips, radishes, spin-
ach and turnips so the vegetables can be harvested as
needed. Potatoes and sweet potatoes must be harvested
right after the first frost, or they will rot in the ground.

To protect cold-sensitive plants from a freeze, cover
them with a box, blanket, burlap or even a sheet. If you
use plastic, don't let it touch the plants.

See Checklist, continued on next page
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Checklist, continued from previous page

Protect the grafts of tender young fruit trees by wrap-
ping with towels or with newspaper about 10 sheets thick.
Dig In

Transplant bachelor buttons, ornamental cabbage, Can-
terbury bells, English daisies, Shasta daisies, daylilies,
delphinium, dianthus, forget-me-nots, foxglove, kale,
rocket larkspur, lupines, nasturtium, pansies, parsley,
peonies, phlox, poppies, snapdragons, stock and violas.
Place 1 tsp. of slow-release fertilizer around each plant.
Plant lettuce and spinach in the cold frame.

Plant belamcanada, chionodoxa, colchicum, crocus,
daffodils, eremurus, galanthus, garlic, hyacinths, iris,
lilies, leucojum, muscari, flowering onion, oxalis, scilla,
shallot bulbs, Spanish bluebells, star flower, tulips (not
before 11 /15}, Virginia bluebells, windflower, winter aco-
nite, and zephyrathes.

Remember: the larger the bulb, the
bigger the plant. If you must store
your bulbs before planting, keep them 2
in the refrigerator, away from fruits
and vegetables,

Don’'t move roses before 12 /1. iy
Divide And Multiply E

Divide perennials to restore vigor to old
and crowded plants. Black-eyed Susan, chives,
coneflowers, coreopsis, shasta daisies, hemero- N
callis, Siberian iris, peonies, phlox, sweet woo-
druff and yarrow need to be divided every three \
to four years. Tarragon should be divided yearly.

Dig tender bulbs such as caladiums, can- _
nas, dahlias, fennel, gladioli and ismene.
Gently remove any soil clinging to the bulb.
After drying the bulbs, store in a cool,
dark, well-ventilated area. Dust the cala-

Check the condition of spraying equipment, hose
attachments or pressure sprayers.

Make an inventory of flats, stakes and labels and re-
plenish your supply if necessary.

Make necessary repairs to cold frames.

Hole Truth

Now is a good time to transplant trees and shrubs. To
have fall color in your yard, check nurseries this month.
Remove unhealthy shrubbery and prepare the ground for
replacements. Soil amendments to the backfill for plant-
ing holes has been shown to be of no benefit to trees and
shrubs. If you are planting in a bed, it is a good idea to
amend the soil in the whole bed. Plant azaleas, camellias,
rose cuttings and other broad leaf evergreens.

Houseplants
Rotate plants to sunny locations so they will stay in
good condition through the winter. Avoid placing them
near vents, as dry, heated air will damage the
leaves. Check plants weekly to ensure the soil
is moist.

Bromeliads thrive indoors with minimal
care. Just place room-temperature tap
water in their cup about every two weeks;
refill when the cup is nearly empty. Keep
P soil moist, but not soggy.

Sow What?

Cast any annual or perennial seeds from
deadheaded flowers where you want
them to bloom.

Turf Question

If you have been fertilizing vour
lawn this year, you do notneed to use
a winterizer fertilizer (one with no ni-
trogen, only phosphorus and potash).

" | You do need winterizer fertilizer if

diums and gladioli with Captan. Old
potato or onion sacks work well as a
storage container.

Take 6 to 10-inch cuttings of wax begonias, coleus, ivy
or vinca and put in a jar of water on your window sill.

Fertile Ground

Pertilize trees.

Winter is a good time to prepare the soil for new beds
or adding amendments. Whether your soil is clay or sand,
it will benefit from the addition of compost, manure or
other organic matter. Top dress garden with 0-20-20 to
have it ready for next season.

Remember to fertilize pansies regularly all season
during any warm spell.

Garden Cleanup

This is a good time to take inventory of your tools and
to clean, oil, and sharpen.

Disconnect the spark plug, drain all gasoline and oil,
add new oil and air filter, and sharpen the blade on your
mower.

Yy your la@ is severel)‘f stressed, or lf
_ your sod is new, or if your grass is
fescue.

Apply Atrazine or Simazine to warm-season grasses
for pre-emergence and/or post-emergence control of
annual bluegrass and selected winter annual broadleaf
weeds from November through February.

If thatch exceeds one-quarter inch, use a vertical mower
to removed it. Thatch is most effectively controlled by
top-dressing soil with a one-quarter inch layer of topsoil.

Keep the leaves raked! Grass needs sunlight as growth
slows before dormancy. Instead of raking /blowing leaves,
use your mower with a mulching blade to add organic
matter to your lawn. The preferred length for grass in
winter is 1.75 inches.

Lay tall fescue sod rather than seeding it. (The weather
needs to be warm for the seeds to germinate. Some seeds
won't germinate until next spring, making it hard for the
new grass to survive next summer.)

See Checklist, continued on page 7



By Kathy Kohl

vines will be stimulated to reach upward towards the
knees of the celestial goat and the grapes will grow more
round and juicy like a plump watery moon!

There is still so much left to do in the yard and garden
but I am one of those motivationally challenged people
when the outside temps dip to low sweater weather and
the wind takes on that “bite”. But on-
ward r Y through the fog,..and rain...and
frosty nip we gardener types go to tidy up
and win-
It Ain’t

Newly
perenni-
harsher
down

terize.

Always Pretty

=)
planted shrubs and tender
‘ als can be protected from
/ conditions under upside
Styrofoam coolers weighted

with a J brick or large rock.
Alumi- 'r/l‘/' fl num foil can
be used as ’ J 4

aphids  shy )

mulch that

away from, and

it will add a little solar heat to the gar-
den on cold, gray winter days. Don’t
forget to perforate with holes for wa-

ter ventilation and to recycle it when
it’s removed from the garden.

And did you know a bar of Irish
Spring hung here and there in the gar-
denwill repel hungry deer?

Compost It
When collecting compost materials,
don’t forget birdcage cleanings, cat lit-
ter (unused), soured milk, dry dog
and cat food, coffee waste and tea

leaves.

One of the best compost activators
is alfalfa meal and can be pur-
chased as “Litter Green”
#/ Kitty litter or pelletized rab-
- bit food. A handy

P, method for composting
/ your kitchen waste is to keep
¥ the refuse in a double bagged plastic
( grocery sack secured with a twisty in the

crisper until your next trip to the
composter. The grocery sacks are tossed
in the trash afterwards but were reused at
least one more time!

J This ‘N That

Many gardeners who practice astrological gar-
dening believe the best time to prune grapes and musca-
dines is during the rule of Capricorn (December 22-Janu-
ary 20), at the second quarter moon. It is believed the

When mailing those
ies pack them in unsalted
keep them from crumbling.

To reduce the soot from
place by two-thirds, throw
of salt on the logs occasion-
whether for the fireplace or
a most fragrant firestarter
made by dipping a pinecone
wax and pressing a piece of
into hardened wax as it cools.
ning to smell a lot like

Ouch!

Gloves or no, my hands take a beating and I
frequently get splinters. Soak the injured area for
a few minutes in cooking oil for easier re-
moval of the minuscule invader. Ap-
plying an ice cube over the splinter
for a few minutes will numb the area
@ for painfree removal.

holiday cook-
/4 popcorn  to

) your fire-
f a handful
ally. And,
the campfire,
‘ can be simply

in melted bees-
o l ) candle wicking

ps Isn’t it begin-
~ Thanksgiving?

N3 We try not to injure our trees and

\ .
shrubs with nails but, when this just cart’t
be avoided, always keep in mind that copper
: nails will kill the tree, so only use aluminum

ones. These will cut in two more readily if hit by
a saw blade later on down the road.

By The Light Of The Moon
The Farmer's Almanac suggests the following
November gardening dates for maximizing
your results:
Plant root crops November 19, 20
Plant aboveground crops r
November 10, 28, 29
Prune to encourage growth No-
vember 8, 9
Pruning to discourage growth
November 17, 18

Until We Meet Again
Keep those ideas and bits of

wisdom

coming my way. You can reach me as fol-
lows: (e-mail) kohlk2@juno.comy; (phone)
376-4552; (U.S. Mail) P.O. Box ] 250524,
Little Rock, AR 72225,

And to gardeners everywhere, have a warm and won-
derful Thanksgiving season! o



University of Srkansas Diviglon of Agriculiure Sooperative Bxtonsion Service » Master Gardeners » Master Minutes « November 2008

Next Year’s Vegetable Garden Plot

By Carl Goodson

Now is the time to plan and prepare the plot
for next year’s vegetable garden. In planning,
the objective is to select the best possible place
for the garden. In preparing, the aim is to have
the plot in readiness for planting of early veg-
etables, some as early as February.

Select a plot by estimating several factors:
drainage, fertility, sunshine, protection from
wind, tilth, access, and water availability.

Drainage can be observed in a rainy
\ where water stands for

season by

more than a day. A
slight slope \ of the plot
usually takes care

of excess water naturally.
Drainage can be enhanced
by incorporating ' compost,
sand, or gypsum
into 0= clay soil.
— Another
solution is to build

raised beds. .~ \Tunb ers
or cross ties high
enough to '
thebed 6to 12
inches above
rounding area will keep excessive
water away from most roots.

The first year, and every third to
fifth year thereafter, a soil test will tell
youwhat to do to have the maximum fer-
tility. The soil sample, taken from below the
surface and thoroughly mixed and measured
to include about a pint, should be taken to the
County Extension Office at once. This is the time
that the soil testing is not as much in demand. Then
follow the recommendations of the printout report.

As much sunshine as possible is needed for a good
vegetable garden. The plot will tolerate some
shade from the afternoon sun, but vegetables,
unlike some flowers, do not care for shade.

A solid wall on the north side of the plot is
the best protection from wind damage. Few
American gardens are so protected. The next
best protection can come from a thick hedge or
a tree plantation. Least protection will be
provided by a wall of fabric on the windward
side of the plot.

Something should be done every year to
improved the tilth, or the workability of the soil.
Well processed compost should be added

every year. Pile all the tree leaves you have on
the site before leaving the garden. They can be
spaded or plowed in a month before planting
begins, or they can be removed to the compost
pile for further processing. Of course, stones
large enough to stop the tines of a tiller must be
removed. Stones smaller than a hen’s egg can
be left in the soil. These actually improve the
tilth. :
Access to work the garden is important. Con-
sider permanent paths. Paths which are
pounded down by the feet spare the growing
area from being compacted unnecessarily. Some
gardeners have discovered that curving permanent paths
actually provide more planting space and put the
gardener closer to the beds for working. And they are
more pleasing to the eye than straight paths. Paths may
be covered with any good mulching material, however,
the kinds that compost are best.

The vegetable garden needs about an inch of water a
week during the growing season. If rain comes to that
level, it is best. But the site needs to be thoroughly wa-
tered if rains fails. Vegetables like the water which perco-
lates down to the roots; they are not fond of water on the
foliage. Consequently,/ soaker hoses on or under the

surface
e supply the
needed mois-
ture. If an
overhead
sprinkler
is the ir-
rigator
0 f
choice,
start it
as soon

as the garden is in shade, then

turn it off as soon as the
desired amount has been
delivered.

A well planned site can be a thing of beauty
as well as a food factory. Consider planning and
preparing the site as soon as you can — then it
will be ready when planting time comes. *




Traveling Exhibit Explores American Gardening Tradition

This traveling exhibit explores the history, rebirth and
preservation of the American gardening tradition. In it,
five majestic American gardens that declined and were
subsequently revived are showcased through period
photographs, reproductions of design plans, correspon-
dence between landowners and gardeners, period
magazine and newspaper articles, and images from seed
and plant nursery catalogs.

In the show, each garden’s aesthetic, organic and func-
tional evolution is traced through the 20th century.
Featured gardens include Thornewood in Tacoma, Wash.;
Beacon Hill in Newport, R.L; The Moorings in Grosse
Pointe, Mich.; Shirley Plantation on the James River near
Richmond, Va.; and Weld in Brookline, Mass.

Throughout history, magnificent gardens have always
been essential adjuncts to luxurious estates, but these
featured plots fell into neglect as their owners battled hard
times caused by the Great Depression, changing tax laws

and the rising costs of maintenance, labor and insurance.
Decades later, hard-working community gardeners and
concerned owners renovated these five decrepit gardens
into horticultural showplaces.

“Exploring Garden Transformation, 1900-2000" draws
from the collections of the Smithsonian’s Horticulture
Services Division, primarily its Archives of American
Gardens. From photographic images of elegant retreats
in the Northeast to those of villas on the West Coast, the
collection offers a unique perspective on the regional
history of landscape design. The hand-colored slides from
the Garden Club of America’s slide lectures of the 1920s
and 1930s are the highlight of the coliection, which spans
the 20th century. It was during the ‘20s and ‘30s that land-
scape architects, garden owners and garden clubs began
to actively document the grounds of large private estates.
The exhibition includes reproductions of these beautiful

See Exhibit, continued on next page
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Lazwn, continied Sfrom page 1

southern grasses. The sixth, turf-type tall fescue, is anorth-
ern grass which is recommended for shady areas in cen-
tral Arkansas. Fescues like it cool and humid, and toler-
ate dry, infertile, acid soils with pH of 5.5 to 6.5. Some are
very wear-tolerant.

Tall fescue turf grasses are usually sold as a blend of
three or four cultivars which work well together, or per-
haps as amixture of tall fescue, creeping red fescue, and/
or chewings fescue. Tall fescue is characteristically deep-
rooted, wide-bladed, clump-forming grass which has no
runners to help it spread. It grows by adding “tillers” to
the original little bundle of grass blades. (If you've ever
steered a rowboat, you remember the shape of the tiller.)
Creeping red fescue spreads by rhizomes. Chewings fes-
cue is a fine-leaved bunch-type grass. Fescue lawns stay
green all winter, but require two inches of water a week
in hot weather, and die back without it. Annual
overseeding in fall will often be required.

The first southern grass plot is St. Augustine, a coarse,
thick-leaved turf grass that likes a light soil (pH 5.5-6.5),
tolerates full sun to light shade, needs frequent watering
in very hot weather, and spreads by above-ground run-
ners (stolons). Mowing high and raking help control
thatch. It is not available as seed, and may be susceptible
to chinch bugs and disease. Although it is recommended
for Zones 8 and 9, it is praised by many local residents
here in Zone 7. An Indianhead Lake area resident has
enjoyed his St. Augustine lawn for 30 years, giving it regu-
lar watering and fertilization, especially in fall to help it
survive freezing temperatures.

The common Bermuda grass lawn at the county office
grows well with slightly acid soil (pH approximately 6.0),
full sun, and twice-weekly watering. Jim Bowling has
followed the weed control schedule begun by Boon-Nam.
There is a demonstration plot of Tifgreen Bermuda, one
of the Tifton sterile hybrids developed to control seed
production and thereby reduce Bermuda invasiveness. It
can only be reproduced vegetatively, and requires sprig,
plug or sod planting. Hybrid Bermudas like Tifgreen have
more reliable dark green color and coverage than com-
mon Bermuda. Tifgreen is used for high maintenance turf
like golf greens. It requires one half to three quarter inch
mowing height, and needs a special mower. Commeon
Bermuda should be mowed to one or one and a half inch
height.

By the circle garden are three popu.la.r Zoysia grasses
growing in full sun and light shade. Zoysias spread both
by stolons and rhizomes like Bermuda grass, but so slowly
that weeds can take over, so sodding zoysias is practical
labor-saving. Temperatures of 50 to 55° cause them to
begin turning an even light brown, which is not a prob-
lem if all your neighbors have zoysia lawns, and you
wor't miss mowing during a long dormancy. Overseeding
for winter color won't work well on dense zoysia lawns.

Guy found the three different zoysias at three differ-
ent locations and heard praises about the cultivar he was

- getting at each place, and also the shortcomings of the
others. Going west to east, he planted Zoysia El Toro,

Zoysia Z52 (Meyer zoysia grass), and Zoysia Matrella
(Manilagrass). In that order, they range from wide-leaved
and coarse-textured to fine-leaved and soft. All zoysias
withstand foot traffic well, except during their dormant
period. o
L
Exhibit, continued from page 6

glass slide garden images, as well as reproduction of
design plans, archeological remains, old magazine
articles, garden lecture scripts, correspondence and oral
histories. These resources not only show us the gardens
as they were in their heyday — they also serve as records
to help people preserve and re-create that beauty. The
stories of such renowned private gardens as Beacon Hill,
Weld, Shirley Plantation, The Moorings and Thormewood
provide glimpses of how and why garden transforma-
tions have occurred.

This is the first in the American Garden Legacy Series
and will be on exhibit September 30 - November 17 at the
Smithsonian’s Arts and Industries Building,. It will begin
its national tour January 13 at Longwood Gardens in
Pennsylvania. It will travel through 2005 to historical and
botanical gardens across the Unifed States.

The exhibition schedule is being developed and can
be checked at http://www.si.edu/sites/exhibit/
garden.htm. o
L ]
Checklist, continued from page 3
Who Is Bugging You?

Check for pests before moving tropical plants indoors
(before nighttime temperatures reach 45 degrees).

“Cabbage loopers (green caterpillars) can be easily
controlled on broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and collards
using any Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) product.

Fall webworms look unsightly, but do little damage to
trees. Control with Malathion, Diazinon or Cygon.

As the temperatures cool, dormant or horticultural oil
should be sprayed to control scale, whiteflies or other
persistent pests on fruit trees, camellias or other orna-
mental shrubs. Control white peach scale with oil such
as Volck, ornamentals with Cygon. Treat fruit trees again
with dormant oil after fall leaf drop.

Cut out borers from dogwoods and roses. Be sure you
cut back past where there is any hole in the stem.

November Bloom

Asters, ornamental cabbage, camellias, chrysanthe-
mums, clerodendron, dahlias, English daisies, dianthus,
dogwood, euonymous, eupatorium, gaura, gingko,
ornamental grasses, gums, cakleaf hydrangea, kale,
larkspur, maples, poppies, roses, rosehips, snapdragon,
solidago, sourwood, stock, torenia, tricyrtis, verbena,
viburnums, viola, Virginia creeper, wallflowers and witch
hazel. o
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MG Alert!

2001 Intermational Conference

Even more proposed Master Gar-
dener course topics are:

Pruning technigues

School site gardens

Herb gardening: from patch to plate

New foliage plants for the home and
office

Vertical gardening (trellis and arbors)

Tools of the trade and garden gadgets

Do-it-yourself micro irrigation
New Books In Library

The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette has
donated the following books fo the
PCMG Library:

The Handbook on Plumeria Culture

Water: A Practical Guide to Using
and Conserving Water in the Garden

The Low-Maintenance Garden

New Master Gardener Reception

The November 14 meeting will be
a get-acquainted reception for the
new Master Gardeners. Be sure to
wear your name tag, and come meet
and greet a lot of new friends.

Holiday Party
Monday, December 11, is the Holi-
day Potluck. Mark your calendar!

Commiittee Notebooks
Project Chairs, remember to get
your notebooks up to date.

New Projects

The Futures Committee has recom-
mended two new projects which will
be consulting participation rather
than doing the actual work.

1. Habitat for Humanity: Master
Gardeners will serve as resource
people to train homeowners to main-
tain the outside of their new homes
(shrubs, grass, vegetable garden, etc.)

2. School Grounds: Master Garden-
ers will show and tell students how
to grow plants.

Plant Labels

There are metal label holders for
the projects. These will identify which
plants are in the project and where
they are planted. There are 400 free
for the projects available at the next
monthly meeting, or come by the

See MG Alert!, continued next column

Dig In Here ...

MG Alert!, continued from previous column

county office. Six hundred are avail-
able for sale to individual Master
Gardeners, 3 for a $1, on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Reminder!

Twrn in your hours. Get caught up
on reporting the time you have spent
on projects, education, and commu-
nity work. o

Trading Post

By Frances Young

Martha Thompson, 663-2373,
wants liriope and other shade
perennials.

Carolyn Goettsch, 835-8522, has
liriope.

Dolores LeCompte, 664-4795,
wants someone to build an eight foot
arbor and a cold frame,

Joan Humphries, 280-9023, wants
barberry shrubs. _

Helen Hronas, 228-5680, has
kerria japonica. o

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Please provide your information to
us by the second Tuesday of
November to see your message in the
December issue of the newsletter.

Youmay bring your information to
the meeting or send it via: Beth
Phelps, Pulaski County Cooperative
Extension Office, 2901 West Roosevelt
Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204, 340-6650,
bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs. McKinney ,
340-6650; Rose Hogan, 374-9429,
rhogan@aristotle.net; or Cheryl
Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-6305, and
inthegarden@aristotle.net.

¥ you have late-breaking news un-
available by the closing date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. #
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ASTER MINLITE

According to an old English tradi-
tion, even the humble honeybee must
be wished a Merry Christmas. Every
hive should be ornamented with a
sprig of ruby-berried holly. J

The colonial and frontier Ameri-
cans decorated with fresh evergreens,
ropings of fragrant pine, white
candles, fruits, cones and berries
that provided nature’s own
bounty and colors to the joyous
celebration of the season.

Many of these plants were the
same that the immigrants had en-™

joyed in their original homeland. \

Holly is native worldwide except in
Antarctica. Colonial Williamsburg
and Old Washington State Park have
preserved this tradition of using only
natural materials in Christmas deco-
rations.

Hoilies belong to the genus Iex.

There are more than 800 species and
selections in cultivation, 30 of which
are deciduous and 780 evergreen.

R.A. Vines in Trees, Shrubs and
Woody Vines of the Southwest identi-
fied the yaupon and the American
holly as native to Arkansas. They are
evergreens that grow in low, moist
locations. Flowers bloom in April
through May or June, producing fruit
in November through December. The
leaves are variable in shape and size.
The fruit is spherical or ellipsoid,
mostly red, and more rarely yellow
or orange.

&

Happy Holly Days!
By Rose Hogan

Propagation

Yaupon holly is often cultivated for
ornament because of its bright red
drupes and evergreenleaves. Because
of its tight, compact foliage and
tolerance of shearing, it is used for
hedges or for foundation plant- -
ing. Growers also have

developed
¢

in flats with equal
parts of peat, soil or
sand, covered about 1/4 inch and
kept moist by spreading leaf mulch
or by sprinkling. Because of a some-
what dormant embryo, all do not ger-
minate at once, so itis a good plan to
hold the flat over at least a second
year for the slower germinating
seeds.

For seed, gather American holly
fruit by hand. Remove the pulp by

Arkansas Is Our Campus

‘/

running fruit through a hammer mill
and allow the pulp to ferment in
warm water. Then remove the pulp
by rubbing it on a screen and float-
ing off the mush. There are about
35,000 seeds per pound. They are
dried before storage or planting,
Stratifying in layers of sand or
soil may pretreat the seed.
All hollies can be grown
7 from cuttings in damp sand or
peat. Terminal twigs taken in
late July to August are suitable.
They should be 3 to 5 inches long
with 2 =
to 5
leaves
left on the
upper
part,
planted
in  the |
sand up [
to  the
leaves.
Rooting
takes 60
to %0
days.
Ameri-
can helly
can be
grafted, [
and bud- %
See Holly,

continued on [§ »
page 8
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December and January Calendar and Notes

December Attend Lake Ouachita Eagle Weekend, December 16-17,
On December 2 at Mount Nebo State Park, at the Lake Ouachita State Park. Admission is $5.89 for

Dardanelle, there will be a Winterbird adults and $2.95 for children 6-12. Contact James Wilborn

Workshop 10 am. - 2 p.m. Learn how at (501) 767-9367. '

to attract winter birds to your

backyard, build a nesting box,

and make a bird feeder. -

Contact Mount Nebo
State Park at

January

-~ Other eagle programs
are: January 20-21 Eagle
Awareness Days at PetitJean

h |
State Park (501) 727-5441,
and reservations are re-
quired for the 22nd Annual
Eagles Et Cetera Weekend

i

——
T
——
-

{501) 229-3655.
A Perennial

Beds and Cold }
Frames Workshop / January 26-28 at DeGray
will be held De- / Lake Resort State Park (501)
gember 6 8ai the / 865-2801.
zark Folk Cen-
e Febru
ter. Tuition is $40 / : ary
per day, and / Pine Bluff Lawon and Garden
preregistration Show, February 10, at the
is required. Call Fair-
{870) 269-3851. /Egr;)lml;di
Monday, De- xhibi

cember 11, is the Ha]l Con-
date for the | taccl:t thsa( ?7%1;
PCMG Holiday and a
Party Potluck. 535-2900.

On February 17, there

It will be held at
the North Little
Rock Burn's
Park Hospitality / -
House. It starts
at 6 p.m.
with a so-
cial
time,
and
dinner will
be potluck at”™ 6:30. The
cost is $6.50, which covers
meat, utensils, drinks.
Make checks payable to
Pulaski County Master
Gardeners. Reservations
must be made by
December 7. For
more informa-
tion, see “MG Alerts” on page 7.

The Ozark Folk Center will have a Progressive Organic
Greenhouse Workshop December 12-15. Preregistration is

is another migrating water-
fowl and bald eagle watch at
DeGray Lake Resort State Park.
Reservations for the boat tour
can be made Friday, February
16, by calling (501) 865-2811.

March
The Arkansas Flower &
Garden Show is March 2-4
at the Little Rock Conven-
tion Center. More informa-
tion will be available soon,
or contact the
e~ Pulaski County Ex-
S===== tension Office, 340-

e 6650,
~

March 25-

) 27, State

e Master Gardener Con-

ference at Fort Smith. Check the uaex.edu site or call 671-
2000 for more information.

required. Call (870) 269-3851. ' May
On December 16 at Pinnacle Mountain Staie Park is The International Master Gardener Conference will be
the Frozen Feathers Annual Winter Bird Count. Contact Neil  May 29-June 1 at Lake Buena Vista, Florida. See the “MG

Curry at (501) 868-5806 to participate. Alerts” on page 7 for more information. o
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Checklist For December And January

By Libby Thalheimer

Add On

Apply lime to lawn, if needed, in December or Janu-
ary. In mid-January, fertilize trees. Remember to fertilize
pansies regularly all season during any warm spell.

Consider turning cover crops into the soil with a fork
or tiller during the middle of January. This will give the
green materials time to break down and enrich the soil
before planting time.

Water your yard regularly, especially before a heavy
freeze. Don’t saturate plants — just moisten them.

Cover Up

Cover tender plants and bare
areas of your yard with pine
needles. Pine needles can easily
be raked up in the spring. Add
a 6- to 8-inch layer of leaves,
pine needles or hay to beets, tur-
nips, radishes, parsnips and
other root crops so the veg-
etables can be harvested as
neéded. Mulch kale and spinach
with pine straw. Although
growth will stop in cold
weather, it will resume in
spring, producing greens into
May.

Wait until the first hard freeze
to apply mulch to prevent alter-
nate thawing and freezing.
Mulch lilies with well-rotted or

dehydrated manure.

Protect cold-sensitive plants
from a freeze with a box, blan-
ket, burlap or a sheet. If you use
plastic, support it to prevent
contact with the plant. Wrap the grafts of tender young
fruit trees with towels or with about ten sheets of news-
paper.

Dig In

Plant tulips early in December. After Christmas, pot
up amaryllis bulbs in a warm, sunny spot and water spar-
ingly until growth starts. The amaryllis will bloom by
Valentine’s Day.

Prepare soil for new beds by adding compost, manure
or other organic matter. Tree, shrubs and perennials may
be moved in late January, any time soil is friable enough.
January is a good time to plant winter-blooming shrubs
like winter honeysuckle (Lonicera fragrantissima) or win-
ter jasmine (Jasminum nudiflorum).

Start broccoli and cabbage seeds indoors in January R

for transplanting 6 to 8 weeks later. The latter part of
January is the ideal time to plant poppies and sweet peas.

Get Rid Of

Use Atrazine or Simazine on warm-season turf grasses
for preemergence and/or post-emergence control of an-
nual bluegrass and selected winter annual broadleaf
weeds. Remove thatch with a vertical mower. Control
thatch by top-dressing turf with a one-quarter inch layer
of topsoil.

Spray broad-leaved evergreens
(hollies, photinia and euonymus), if
infested with scale, with dormant oil
just before bud break.

Plan Ahead

Since you can’t garden now, start
planning for next season. Plan
changes, additions or corrections to
your garden. Garden catalogs and
seed books are good sources for hard
to find items. Order seed for early
planting.

This is the time to take inventory
of your tools, mower, spraying equip-
ment, hose attachments and pressure
sprayers. Clean, oil, repair and
sharpen your garden tools before
putting them away for the winter. Put
linseed oil on wooden handles.
Restock flats, stakes and labels. Make
necessary repairs to cold frames.
Weed Out

December is a good month to
remove plants that aren’t thriving in
their current locations. Try to ascer-
tain the reason for the lack of success. Often it’s a matter

-of planting depth, or an over-accumulation of mulch, or

a diseased root system.

Remove dead stalks and other debris. Destroy any
infested material but add the rest to your compost heap.
Remove fallen leaves that may smother grass and plants.
Cut back frost-nipped perennials now, but leave 2- to
8-inch stalks to help you locate dormant crowns while
planting other things in early spring,.

Winter Over

Place houseplants in a sunny location to keep them in
good condition through winter. Check plants weekly to
ensure the soil is moist. Dry, heated air will damage the

leaves, so keep them away from vents.
See Checklist, continued on page 7



Tis” the season for family ... eating ... sharing ... eat-

ing ... friends ... eating ... hibernation
... oh, and did I mention eating? Yard
work is a great way to shake off the
resulting holiday poundage, and cur-
rently I am mentally doing just that
as I contemplate the great outdoors
from within the comfort of my toasty
warm indoors.

It's A Compost Thing

Kitchen composting can pose some
challenges, no matter what the season.
Plastic gallon containers such as an ice
cream tub work great for collecting
food scraps but, no matter how well
you wash and deodorize, after a while
the smell of garbage doesn’t go away.

‘Time to pluck a fresh container from
the recycling bin and place Mr. Stinky
on the curb for the next pickup.

If your needs call for something a
little bigger, use a 5-gallon bucket with
a good fitting lid and line it with a
brown paper grocery sack. You can
toss liner and all into the outside
composter.

And while we are on the subject of
composters, from the Saline County
Master Gardeners comes a great idea
for a homemade “low-tech tumbling
composter”. Drill holes around the
sides of a dark colored plastic trash
can with the flip up handles for hold-
ing the lid snugly in place. Put
composting materials inside and
every few days turn the can on its side
and roll it around the yard. Sounds
like this would be good exercise, too.

To beautify an otherwise not so
attractive compost heap, build a wall
around three sides with ornamentals
such as tall sunflowers and asters and
climbers such as morning glories,
moon flowers and honeysuckle,
leaving one side open for your easy
access.  Your mnon-composting
neighbors will love you for it and
you'll enjoy it, too!

The Sole Of A Gardener

Do the bottoms of your feet ever
feel like they have stone bruises after
a day of heavy shoveling in the
garden? Cut a piece of old garden hose

to the needed length, slit it open lengthwise and glue it
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By Kathy Kohl

AR 72225-0524.

across the edge of yc;u.r shovel or garden fork where

you place pressure with your foot. This
softens the edge and adds a nice cush-
ion.

This ‘N That

Finally, a great use for those paper
towel tubes. Cut the fube into 2-inch
sections and place around veggie seed-
lings, creating a biodegradable collar.
Make sure itis pushed at least 1 /4 inch
into the soil to keep out pesky stem-
chewing pests.

Vinyl mini-blind slats cut into pieces
make dandy plant labels for use in the
garden or seed trays. One mini-blind
can provide a lifetime supply of label
sticks.

And don't throw away that old bam-
boo dish drainer. Dismantle it and use
the wood slats as small garden stakes.

When reusing a pot, it is important
to clean it thoroughly to rid it of any
disease organisms that might be
present, before you replant. A recom-
mended method for doing this is to
scrub the pot first with an abrasive
sponge or wire brush to remove dirt
and other debris and then soak for 10
minutes in a 10 percent bleach solution.
Be sure to rinse thoroughly.

By The Light Of The Moon

The Lunar Gardening Guide gives
the following December gardening
dates for maximizing your results:

Plant root crops: December 12, 13, 18-
22

Plant above ground crops: December
3,4,8,9 2527, 30, 31

Pruning to encourage growth:
December 3,4, 8, 9, 25-27, 30, 31

Pruning to discourage growth:
December 12, 13, 20-22

Until Next Year...

Regardless of your holiday customs,
Iwish you one and all a wonderful sea-
son and the bestin the upcoming New
Year.

If you have any ideas and bits of
gardening wisdom you would like to
share, Iwant to hear from you! You can
reach me as follows: (e-mail)
kkohl?@juno.com; (phone} 376-4552;
(U.S. Mail) PO. Box 250524, Little Rock,

o
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The Perennial Plant Association has
announced that the ‘Karl Foerster’ culti-
var of the feather reed grass
(Calamagrostis x acutiflora) is its selection
for the 2001 plant of the year. This popu-
lar cultivar has long been prized for its
ornamental attractiveness, versatility,
and minimal maintenance requirements.

Hardy through USDA Zones 4 t0 9 and
heat tolerant in AHS Zones 9 to 5, ‘Karl

Foerster” is an erect, clump-forming |
grass suitable for sites in both full sun

and part shade. It thrives in moist,
humus-rich soils, but is tolerant of less
favorable conditions. Plants form clumps

about two feet in diameter and spread |

slowly by underground rhizomes.

The vertical growth habit includes a
tight clump of slightly arching foliage 2
to 3 feet tall and flower stems to 5 to 6

feet in height topped by airy panicles of

pinkish bronze flowers in mid to late
summer. These inflorescences gradually
fade to pale brown but often persist into
winter.

To create a dramatic effect in the land-
scape, it is recommended that the
cool-season ‘Karl Foerster’ be combined
with herbaceous perennials that bloom
in late summer and fall, such as fall

| asters (Aster spp.), coneflowers (Echinacea

spp.), gayfeathers (Liatrice spp.), and
black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia spp.).
‘Karl Foerster’ is widely available

4 through mail-order nurseries. o



Our Master Gardeners in the Fall 2000 class have been hard at work learning about all kinds of plants
and soils, and they’ll get to test their mettle next spring as they work on community gardens and answer
questions in the phone center. Veteran MGs, get to know these new gardeners at the Christmas potluck
and as they join your committees next spring — there are lots of new friends to be made in this enthusi-
astic group! Here, new MGs share their favorite plants and gardening tools.
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Master Gardener Alert!

Winter Holiday Potluck
Everyone should have received the announcement, but,
just in case, here are the details: Our winter holiday pot-
luck get-together will be held Monday, December 11, at
the Burns Park Hospitality House in North Little Rock.
Arrive at 6 p.m. for the social time and dine at 6:30.

Reservations are required prior to December 7. Send a
check for $6.50 per person to Mrs. McKinney, Pulaski
County Cooperative Extension Of-
fice, 2901 W. Roosevelt Road, Little Ny
Rock, AR 72204.

Meat, drinks, and bread will be
provided. According to your last
name, please bring a food item in
these categories:

A-C Dessert

D-H Vegetable/Casserole

I-P  Hors D’'oeuvres (bring by 6)

Q-Z Salad

Plant Tags

The initial order of metal plant
tag stakes has almost sold out. The
ones for the projects are still avail-
able but another order is being
made for individuals who want
them. Let Mrs. McKinney, 340-
6650, know if you will want a large
number (at 3 for $1) so enough will
be available at the January and Feb-

workshops and meetings.
You may purchase one for $5 by seeing Martha
Brothers at the State Extension Office, 2301 South

. University, Little Rock, or call Martha at 671-2127. Cash,

check, MasterCard and Visa are accepted for payment.
Quantity discounts are available.

Dues Due

New Master Gardeners do not
pay dues their first year. Other
Master Gardeners, please pay
your $10 in January.

2001 International Confer-
ence

Another list of proposed Mas-
ter Gardener courses for the con-
ference in Orlando next May in-
cludes:

Edible landscaping (integrating
fruit and vegetables)

Environmentally friendly pest
managenent

Pondscaping

Bees in your backyard

Vermiculture

Crape myrtles

Antique roses

= 1| Holiday Greetings to All

ruary meetings.

Arkansas Flower & Garden
Show
The show will be held March 2-
4 this year. Beth will be sending out a form for you to use
to volunteer for this event. Waich for it and volunteer.

New Committee Assighments

Everyone should have received a form to fill out and
return for next year’s project committees. If you have
not received one, call the County Office. If you have
received it, please fill it out and return it soon.

Report Work Hours

Beth is compiling her preliminary reports, due Decem-
ber 1, for the State Office. Please send in an update of all
the hours you have worked and not reported yet.
0O1d State House Garden on TV

Janet Carson has used the Old State House Garden as
the topic of a program for her AETN program “Today’s
Garden With Janet Carson”. This program will air in
January.
“Today’s Garden” Calendar

“Today’s Garden” with Janet Carson, which canbe seen
on: PBS, now has a calendar available. The calendar lists

monthly gardening tips and dates for gardening festivals,
7

Yy The end of another year —

which has been a rewarding one
for all of us on the newsletter
committee — is here so soon. We
hope everyone has a good holiday season, and well see
you in the garden next year. @

Checklist, continued from page 3

Bromeliads thrive indoors with minimal care. Keep soil
moist but not soggy. Sansevieris in an inch or two of wa-
ter will last indefinitely.

Root a branch of Mahonia or the gold-flecked variety
of Aucuba in a large bottle or water. Place beets, carrots
and sweet potatoes in jars of water on a windowsill for
an interesting display of green sprouts. Bring in a branch
of pussy willow or similar flowering shrubs and place in
water for bloom. '

December Color

Camellias, dogwood, hollies, nandina, Osmanthus
aquifolium, possum haw, rosehips, tea plant, viburnums
and violas.
January Color

Camellias, heather, helleborus, hollies, winter honey-
suckle and jasmine, mahonia, possum haw, flowering
quince and witch hazel. nr
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Dig In Here ...

Holly, continued from page 1

ded. Many hollies can be grafted onto
American holly stock.

Transplantation

Hollies should be transplanted
during the dormant period, usually
November through March. Small
plants may be dug bare-rooted, but
larger ones should be balled and
wrapped in burlap. If bare-rooted, the
roots should be immediately
wrapped in wet sphagnum and kept
wet until planted.

In planting, the hole should be
about one foot wider and deeper than
the root system. Water poured into
the hole with the dirt will keep the
roots moist. Also leave a shallow
basin around the tree to retain water
later. A good watering once a week is
usually sufficient. A two-inch mulch
of leaves, straw, sawdust or other
material helps maintain root mois-
ture. Fertilizers of various kinds can
be used.

Pollination

The staminate trees should be
planted close to the pistillate trees. In
nature there is usually a ratio of about
one pistillate tree to four or more
staminate trees, However, the sex
cannot be distinguished until bloom-
ing age, which is 5 to 12 years. Fur-
thermore, individual pistillate or
staminate trees sometimes do not
bloom simultaneously and pollina-
tion does not take place. To offset this,
sometimes a cut blooming staminate
branch can be kept fresh in a can of
water for a few days and hungin a
pistillate tree to permit the bees to
transfer the pollen. Sometimes it is
possible to get a self-fertilizing tree
by grafting staminate branches in the
top of pistillate trees.

Diseases

Leaf-mining insects, spittlebugs,
scale insects, red mite and black mold
are the most common pests on
hollies. Red mite is the most serious.
Effective control requires two to three
applications of a good miticide at 10-
day intervals. Insects are not
extremely serious. Control with insec-
ticide sprays applied when the pests
are first observed. Asecond spray two

or three weeks later may be required.

Your best source of further infor-
mation is the University of Arkansas
Cooperative Extension Service Pub-
lication MP310, “Hollies in the
Arkansas Landscape” by Gerald L.
Klingaman, o

Trading Post

By Frances Young

Carl Hunter, 455-1538, has wild-
flower seeds.

Wayne Starnes, 219-2968, has
spider plants.

Trish Dixon, 851-2895, wants
purple poppies — plants or seeds.

Margaret Breen, 758-1883, has
hollyhock seeds, anise hyssop seeds,
and feverfew seeds and wants
pampas grass.

Adrian Wiltliamson, Jr., 227-0495,

has daylilies. o
' 8

Spread The News!

If you have an item of interest or a
newsworthy photo, or need to tell the
general membership something
about your committee, this newslet-
ter is your opportunity to reach all
Pulaski County Master Gardeners.

Flease provide your information to
us by the second Tuesday of January
to see your message in the February
2001 issue of the newsletter,

You may send us your information
via: Beth Phelps, Pulaski County Co-
operative Extension Office, 2901 West
Roosevelt Rd., Little Rock, AR 72204,
340-6650, bphelps@uaex.edu; Mrs.
McKinney, 340-6650; Rose Hogan,
3749429, rhogan@aristotle.net; or
Cheryl Kennedy, 753-8192, fax 753-
6305, and fromthegarden@earthlink.
net.

K you have late-breaking news un-
available by the closing date, Beth
may be able to add it to her letter that
is mailed with the newsletter. "




